Post-doctoral Research Position: Social, economic, and ecological implications of grazing utilization and timing on riparian habitat in the Intermountain West
Salary: $52,000; Depends on experience; 12-Month Appointment, 2 years with possibility of a 3rd year
Start date: Flexible
Last date to apply: Open until filled, preference given to applications received by Sept 15, 2024
Description: The University of Idaho invites applications for an outstanding candidate to fill a Post-Doctoral Research position in the Department of Fish and Wildlife Sciences, the Department of Animal, Veterinary and Food Sciences, Department of Forest, Range and Fire Sciences, or the Water Resources Program. This AFRI NIFA funded position will evaluate the effects of livestock grazing management in riparian habitats on ecological services, including wildlife habitat, water resources, and livestock forage. This is a unique opportunity to conduct research in applied rangeland ecology with a theoretical perspective on the future conservation of rangelands.  The post-doctoral researcher will be a key team member who will be responsible for: (1) identifying study sites, obtaining historical monitoring data, and acquiring remotely-sensed data from public lands grazing allotments in Idaho, Wyoming, and possibly Oregon; (2) analyzing and interpreting remotely-sensed data and historical monitoring data; (3) publishing results in peer-reviewed journals and presenting results at professional conferences; and (4) seek additional competitive grant funding. This position offers a unique opportunity for interdisciplinary training and excellent career advancement in rangeland ecology and related fields. The post-doctoral researcher will be supervised by Dr. Melinda Ellison (https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/animal-and-veterinary-science/our-people/melinda-ellison) with professional guidance from the project team. 
Minimum qualifications: Ph.D. in rangeland ecology, wildlife science, animal science, or related field.  Strong background in remote sensing, image processing, and geospatial data collection and analysis; experience with programming in R and/or Python; proven experience conducting original scientific research and publishing in scientific journals; and ability to effectively communicate complex scientific concepts and work collaboratively in a dynamic, interdisciplinary team environment that includes collaboration with faculty, staff and students from UI and personnel at state and federal agencies throughout Idaho, Wyoming, and Oregon.  Demonstrated work ethic, verbal communication and writing skills, and self-motivated; must have a driving record that will allow use of state vehicles. Applicant should have a proven ability to write and manage competitive grant awards. 
Preferred qualifications: Background in spatial ecology, GIS, drones analysis, and riparian ecology; strong quantitative and analytical skills and/or experience with new computational, analytical, or machine-learning methods; background in habitat ecology; track record of academic writing and publications; experience conducting research in riparian, sagebrush steppe, and/or other western U.S. landscapes. 
To apply: Email the following information to ellison@uidaho.edu with “Post-doc Application” in the subject line.
1. Cover letter – describe your research and educational experience in relation to the minimum and preferred qualifications for this position and explain how your skills and experience make you a strong candidate for this position. (2 pp. max)
2. CV 
3. Contact information for three references
UI is an equal opportunity and affirmative action employer committed to assembling a diverse, broadly trained faculty and staff. Women, minorities, people with disabilities and veterans are strongly encouraged to apply. AA/EO.
