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OUTREACH NOTICE -PERMANENT FULL TIME
*OKANOGAN-WENATCHEE NATIONAL FOREST*
Rangeland Management Specialist
GS-0454-07/09
Location:  Winthrop, Washington
 Please Respond By December 28, 2020


The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest is planning to fill one full time Rangeland Management Specialist for the Methow Valley Ranger District,  with an official duty location in Winthrop, WA. 

Duties include:  Management of a program that consists of 18 allotments that have a variety of management challenges including multiple ESA-listed fish species, recent wildfire, and minor multiple use conflicts.  This position is responsible for management of the noxious weed program, allotment management and permit administration, ESA-related monitoring and reporting, preparation of Annual Operating Instructions, range billing, management of NRM-RIMS database, improvement planning and NEPA, allotment inspections, and compiling allotment notes, photos and data.  This position is also responsible for the hiring and supervision of seasonal rangeland technician/noxious weed crews, as well as implementation of improvement work including supervision of crews during construction and maintenance projects. The ability to lead crew, effectively communicate with permittees, and experience in mountain navigation, ATV or horsemanship, and trailer towing are essential.  Experience in Multiple Indicator riparian monitoring as well as a safe work history and ability to effectively plan structural improvements will be highly regarded.  Technical, oral and written communications, field experience and organizational skills are critical in accomplishing the duties of this position. 

If you are interested in this opportunity, please email the outreach response, references and a resume to Chris Furr at chris.furr@usda.gov by December 28, 2020.

About the Position: This position will serve as the Range and Noxious Weed lead for the Methow Valley Ranger District located in Winthrop, WA.   The position will report to the Supervisory Wildlife Biologist and serves as the primary point of contact for range and noxious weed related projects and work on the District. 
  
The Forest:  The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest is one of the largest forests in Region 6 with six Ranger Districts. The Forest covers more than 4 million acres in Washington State. The Forest has a diverse program from the high, glaciated alpine peaks along the Cascade Crest and the numerous mountain ranges extending eastward from the crest, through deep, lush valleys of old growth forest, to the dry and rugged shrub-steppe country at its eastern edge. It stretches north to south from the Canadian border to the Goat Rocks Wilderness - a distance of about 180 miles. The forest lies east of the Cascade Crest, which defines its western boundary. The eastern edge of the forest extends into the Okanogan highlands, then south along the Okanogan and Columbia Rivers, and then to the Yakima River valley. Elevations range from below 1,000 ft. to over 9,000 ft. Precipitation varies widely - from more than 70-inches along the crest to less than 10-inches at its eastern edge. This of course greatly affects the forest and vegetation types across the area.

The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest is involved in numerous interagency and collaborative efforts, state, county and federal.  The Forest is a leader in implementing a Forest restoration strategy that recognizes the role of fire adapted communities and wildlife. There is a demanding and complex fire workload and there is a strong and long-standing relationship with the Washington department of natural resources, especially in wild land firefighting. This Forest is also noted for a wide range of year-round recreation opportunities and 1.5 million acres of wilderness. 

Methow Valley Ranger District:  The Methow Valley Ranger District is 1.4 million acres in size; 600,000 acres of it is included in two wilderness areas – the Pasayten and Lake Chelan-Sawtooth.  There are also several large Roadless areas.  The Methow Valley Ranger District has over 300 miles of fish-bearing streams and 120 lakes.  There is an abundance of diversity of fish and wildlife including three fish species and five wildlife species federally listed as threatened or endangered.  Recreational opportunities abound in both winter and summer.  There are 35 trailheads and hundreds of miles of maintained trail; 26 developed campgrounds; and 18 livestock grazing allotments.  Two national scenic trails pass through the district:  The Pacific Crest and Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trails.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Methow Valley Community: The Methow Valley Ranger District encompasses the towns of Mazama, Winthrop, Twisp, Carlton and Methow.  Twisp and Winthrop each have about 1,000 residents.  Mazama, Carlton and Methow are much smaller.

The Methow Valley Ranger District is located on the east side of the Cascade Range, so the weather is warm and dry in the summer and cold in the winter, with at least five months of snow cover. The district office is also located about two hours north of the Forest Headquarters, which is located in Wenatchee.  It is about 5 hours east of Seattle and 4 hours west of Spokane, both are large metropolitan areas.

There is one elementary school covering grades K-6, and one high school for grades 7-12.  There is also an independent grade school in the community.  The community's higher education needs are met by Wenatchee Valley College, a comprehensive community college featuring two-year degree programs and transfer programs in conjunction with state four-year institutions including Eastern Washington University, Central Washington University and Washington State University.  All the school districts are proud to offer students ample opportunity for academic and athletic excellence.

[bookmark: _Hlk54613954]Hospitals are located 45 minutes away in Omak and Brewster.  Central Washington Hospital (located in Wenatchee) is the major health care facility in the region.  All medical services are provided except open heart surgery and transplants.  There are two practicing MDs in the Methow Valley, 1 naturopath, 3 dentists, 3 acupuncture clinics, 2 physical therapists, and several massage clinics.  The arts are alive and well in the Methow Valley with several galleries, a small theater, a music institute, and two community centers.  Housing for purchase and rent are in high demand in the valley, and there may be government housing available.  There is also a housing trust that works to provide options for affordable home ownership in the community.  For more in-depth community information visit the following website: https://okanogancountry.com/methow-valley

Additional Information:
For further information about the community or position contact District Ranger Chris Furr at chris.furr@usda.gov.


OUTREACH NOTICE FORM
OKANOGAN-WENATCHEE NATIONAL FOREST
Rangeland Management Specialist
Methow Valley Ranger District
GS-0454-07/09 


[bookmark: Text9]NAME:       

[bookmark: Text2]EMAIL ADDRESS:      

[bookmark: Text3]MAILING ADDRESS:      

[bookmark: Text4]TELEPHONE NUMBER:      

[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]AGENCY EMPLOYED WITH:       |_|USFS       |_|BLM      |_|OTHER
[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check5][bookmark: Check6][bookmark: Check7]TYPE  OF  APPOINTMENT:    |_|PERMANENT     |_|TEMPORARY     |_|TERM      |_|OTHER
[bookmark: Text6]CURRENT REGION/FOREST/DISTRICT:      

[bookmark: Text7]CURRENT SERIES AND GRADE:      

[bookmark: Text8]CURRENT POSITION TITLE:      

IF NOT A CURRENT PERMANENT (CAREER OR CAREER-CONDITIONAL) EMPLOYEE, ARE YOU ELIGIBLE TO BE REHIRED UNDER ANY OF THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL AUTHORITIES?
|_|PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
|_|VETERANS READJUSTMENT
|_|DISABLED VETERANS WITH 30% COMPENSABLE DISABILITY
|_|VETERANS EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES ACT OF 1998
|_|FORMER PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER
|_|STUDENT CAREER EXPERIENCE PROGRAM
|_|OTHER:
Please Attach Resume and References



Please send this completed form and resume to chris.furr@usda.gov by December 28, 2020.

	



“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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