Tierra Seca meeting
September 23, 2020


MINUTES

Present (Zoom): Alex Binford-Walsh, James Bradly, Jacob Brown, Cameron Burleson, Elizabeth Ebadirad, Austin Gonzales, Larry Howery, Brian Koppy, Aaron Lien, Grace Nykol, Austin Rutherford

· Tierra Seca meetings are now bi-weekly on Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30.  The next meeting will be on Wednesday, October 7.
· Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88960375768?pwd=WDlmakxRNjd6cXp5Y3hWTVBOL0c2UT09
Meeting ID: 889 6037 5768
Passcode: Grazed

· Dr. Aaron Lien can pay undergrad or graduate students to take videos of native plants and plant communities.  Dr. Lien needs videos of:
· Different habitat types (hot desert, semi-desert grassland, desert grassland, etc.).  
· Videos along the gradient from Saguaro Park West down to Altar Valley – highlighting how plant communities change north to south.  
· Videos of diagnostic features of plants. 
· Email or call Aaron if you are interested (alien@arizona.edu, 425-985-6974)

· Elk Horn Monitoring – November 6
· We will probably need separate cars
· Will involve plant surveys (not just photo monitoring)
· URME practice – Thursdays 5-7pm.  https://arizona.zoom.us/j/94144782659

· Plant ID – Mondays 5-7pm. https://arizona.zoom.us/j/93054030609  (Password: Plants)

· Email Grace if you want Tierra Seca aparrel.  Let her know what you are interested in and what size.  Grace’s email is gracenykol@email.arizona.edu 

· SRM Range Program Reaccreditation – We are one of the 13 Accredited Range Programs at Universities around the world. This year Dr. Howery and others are working to get our program reaccredited.  On November 16th there will be a virtual talk with the accreditation team from 5-6pm (Zoom).  Range students (grads and undergrads) are invited and encouraged to attend. It will be a group conversation. Note: This will be during the time for Plant ID.  Dr. Howery will send out meeting info.

· Jacob asked for people to send him field work photos that we can include in a recruitment video.  Any outdoor field photos are requested – they do not have to be Tierra Seca events.

· James is working to get money from ASUA.  Our current account balance is $3279.69

· Pay dues! $30/semester. Venmo @terraseca

· Elkhorn Monitoring date has been changed to November 4th.

· Pima County and Altar Valley Conservation Alliance have volunteer opportunities – info below.  


Range Monitoring with Pima County 
(contact: Vanessa Prileson, vanessa.prileson@pima.gov)

· Tuesday, September 29th:  Range monitoring with Pima County at Diamond Bell Ranch. Meet at the Chevron station in Three Points.
· Wednesday, September 30th:  Diamond Bell Ranch
· Friday, October 2nd:  Sopori Ranch (Meet at the Cow Palace in Amado
· Wednesday, October 14th:  Rancho Seco – Old Seco (Meet at the Cow Palace in Amado)
· Friday, October 16th:  Rancho Seco – Santa Lucia (Meet at the Cow Palace in Amado)
· Monday, October 19th:  Sopori Ranch
· Wednesday, October 21st:  J Six Ranch (Meet at the Empirita Road Exit 291, south side of I-10)

The meetup time will be 8:30 AM at the indicated locations, and monitoring will end between 3:30-4:00PM.  Send Vanessa your contact information for more details.  

Brush Treatment Monitoring with Altar Valley Conservation Alliance
(contact: Julia Sittig, julia@altarvalleyconservation.org)

· Timing - First week of December - contact Julia with your availability if you're interested.  With driving, plan on spending about 6-8 hours total.
· Activity - In 2019, the AVCA implemented an herbicide treatment using a helicopter on multiple ranches in the Valley to restore native grasslands.  The AVCA is monitoring the response of mesquite and other vegetation, and needs 4-6 volunteers to help take photopoints and read/record transects. 
· Compensation - AVCA can compensate you for your driving mileage to the sites.

Elkhorn/Las Delicias Fall Monitoring with Altar Valley Conservation Alliance
· Date - November 4, 2020 - all day
Activity - Work with agency professionals to monitor a successful project that has halted erosion and helped vegetation grow in channelized areas.  Tierra Seca is already going - work with Jacob to participate.
