Seasonal Plant Ecology / Botany Technician (2019)

Job title: Biological Science Aid or Technician (USDA-Agricultural Resource Service)
Series/Grade: GS-0404-03/04
Dates: April-May to August-September 2019, potential extension through October
Location: Eastern Oregon Agricultural Research Center, Burns, Oregon
Number of Positions: 3

Job Description 

Technicians will be collecting data on a set of field-based projects assessing restoration success and post-fire plant communities in the eastern Oregon sagebrush steppe. Primary duties include: vegetation sampling (cover, density), identifying native and non-native plant species, and site characterization (aspect, slope, elevation, location, soil sampling). There is also potential for assisting with a new restoration and temperature experiment later in the season. Fieldwork may involve occasional short camping trips in remote areas. While the majority of the work will be in the field, the position will also include some data entry and other miscellaneous tasks.

Requirements/Qualifications

Undergraduate studies and experience in botany, ecology, environmental science, range, soils, wildlife, or other natural resource fields preferred. Must be able to lift objects that weigh up to 50 pounds and kneel/squat for extended periods of time for sample collection. Must have a valid state motor vehicle operator's license and be able to operate motor vehicles. Must be able to work in adverse weather conditions (both heat and cold) and hike over rugged and steep terrain. Must to be at least 16 years of age and be a citizen of the United States of America.

GS-3: 6 months of general experience, which demonstrates the ability to perform the work of the position; OR Successful completion of 1 year of post-high school study that included at least 6 semester hours in any combination of scientific or technical courses such as biology, chemistry, statistics, entomology, animal husbandry, botany, physics, agriculture, or mathematics.

GS-4: 6 months of general AND 6 months of specialized experience; OR successful completion of 2 years of post-high school study that included at least 12 semester hours in any combination of courses such as biology, chemistry, statistics, entomology, animal husbandry, botany, physics, agriculture or mathematics of which 6 semester hours of courses relate directly to the duties of the position (plant biology, range/ecology, or natural resource management). General experience: must have demonstrated the ability to perform the work of the position or provided a familiarity with the subject matter. Specialized experience: must have been at least equivalent to the GS-03 grade level in the Federal Service.

Salary and Housing

Full time (40 hours/week) and $12.74-14.30 per hour depending on experience and education. Housing is provided at the field station. Per diem is provided when fieldwork requires camping. Healthcare and leave benefits are available.

Application

Mail or email cover letter including dates available to work, resume, references, and college transcripts (unofficial is fine) to Stella Copeland (stella.copeland@oregonstate.edu) with the subject line “Seasonal Plant Ecology / Botany Technician” before February 14th (Thursday). Review of applications will begin immediately after that date. Please be sure to include (either separately or within your resume) a short of list of relevant courses in natural resources, rangeland science, botany, wildlife, soils, ecology, and environmental science.
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