Guest Speaker Notes: John Scheuring
· Chairman of Conservation Committee for AZ Native Plants society
· Ironwood Forest Natl Monument- 189,600 acres 
· Threats to IF: Undocumented immigrant traffic, illegal off-roading, illegal and reckless recreational shooting, invasive species
· Issue: buffelgrass
· Used to resist trampling, but the seeds spread to unwanted areas
· Consequence of doing nothing: Fire regime changes= damage to saguaros
· Goal: Reduce buffelgrass on Waterman Mtns
-Areas sprayed now have less than 10 plants per acre
· Other goal: Reduce buffelgrass on RaggedTop
-30 acreas affected, now patches with less than 10 plants
· How is it done?
-Persistent spot spray and respray 2-3 times per year
-Year after year after year…
· End point: Native plant succession
· Other project: Helping the Desert Heal itself in  the Waterman Mtns
-18 acre scar- scraped clean
-Harlow Jones, miner and airplane salesman lived on the site and destroyed it by turning into airstrip and selling saguaros
-in 1997 declared a trespasser by the BLM
-He was told to clean it up and replant cover crop
-By 2003 the area became a monoculture of buffelgrass
-In July 2010, restoration project begins
-Volunteers handplanted Palo Verde and ironwood seed pods
· Fixing problem areas
-Problematic soils w/ little or no plant emergence
-How not to build a berm: water will sit in the berm, and small particles dissociate and build film on top
-How to: Build the entrapment & fill it in!
-Mulching with trees is important
· Threats:
-Misinformed volunteers
-Target shooters
· Progress monitoring
-112 natives that were NOT PLANTED! Naturally covered the area
-61% vegetative coverage
-Champion species: fluffgrass, threeawn grasses, Trailing four o’ clock, triangle leaf bursage, 
-Fauna is coming back too! Tortoises, black throated-sparrows, and desert bighorn sheep
· Main Goal: Help desert gradually heal itself
->6000 volunteer hours logged
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