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RANGELAND MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS (2)
GS-0454-05/07/09
U.S. Forest Service – Southwestern Region 3
Coconino National Forest
Flagstaff Ranger District, Flagstaff, Arizona
Red Rock Ranger District, Sedona, Arizona 
The Coconino National Forest is seeking a diverse and qualified applicant pool to fill two GS-0454-05/07/09 Rangeland Management Specialist positions. There are two permanent, full-time positions; one located at the Flagstaff Ranger District in Flagstaff, Arizona and the second located at the Red Rock Ranger District in Sedona, Arizona. 
The purpose of this outreach is to determine an interested candidate pool for these positions before advertising through a vacancy announcement. 

Interested applicants or those desiring further information about the Flagstaff position should contact Gary Hase, Jr., Rangeland Management Specialist, at (928) 527-8262 or ghase@fs.fed.us. Those applicants interested in the Red Rock position should contact Kathleen Sevy, Rangeland Management Specialist, at (928) 203-7537 or kathleensevy@fs.fed.us. When responding, please complete the attached Outreach Response Form and also include your resume in your response. Responses for the outreach are requested by C.O.B. – January 15, 2018.
ABOUT THE POSITION – FLAGSTAFF RANGER DISTRICT
The Rangeland Management Specialist will be supervised by a GS-11 Range Management Specialist.  Together, these two positions administer the Forest’s rangeland resource management program for the Flagstaff Ranger District.  The Flagstaff Ranger District encompasses the north half of the Coconino National Forest and totals approximately 850,000 acres.  The incumbent and supervisor administer 21 summer seasonal grazing allotments and 2 year-long grazing allotments.  Permitted use for these allotments is approximately 7,160 head of cattle and 4,670 head of sheep for a total of about 45,700 animal unit months.  The incumbent’s duty station is located at the Flagstaff Ranger District in Flagstaff, Arizona.
Major duties and work emphasis of this position will be grazing permit administration, allotment management planning, range analysis and range monitoring. Communication and coordination skills are critical for work in this position. Important skills required for the job include effective computer/GIS use, knowledge of range monitoring techniques, experience with range improvement construction, hiking, horseback riding, four-wheel-drive and all-terrain vehicle use.  A good background in vegetation, soils, and watershed resources is useful, as well as knowledge of livestock production and environmental analysis. The duties listed above are the full performance expectations for the GS-09 position. As a career ladder position, the incumbent will be expected to progress from a basic trainee at the GS-05 level to the full performance GS-09 level over a period of several years. 
ABOUT THE AREA
The Coconino National Forest consists of three Ranger Districts (Flagstaff RD, Mogollon Rim RD, Red Rock RD) covering approximately 1.8 million acres.  The Forest is located in Northern Arizona and is characterized by a broad plateau of ponderosa pine surrounding the San Francisco Peaks, the rocky slot canyons of the Mogollon Rim and the Upper Sonoran desert areas of the Verde Valley.
Flagstaff, Arizona is located at the intersection of Interstate 17 and Interstate 40, and is the largest city in Northern Arizona. As a mid-sized city, Flagstaff has approximately 76,000 people living in and around it. The city is also the regional center and county seat for Coconino County, the second largest county in the 48 contiguous states. The City of Flagstaff, becoming a town in 1894, incorporated as a city in 1928, and currently comprising of just over 64 square miles, is nestled at the base of the San Francisco Peaks and surrounded by one of the largest pine forests on earth. Flagstaff drew its name from a very tall pine tree made into a flagpole in 1876 to celebrate our nation’s centennial. At nearly 7,000 feet, Flagstaff is also one of the highest elevation cities in the United States. The city is a year-round mecca for visitors and many Arizonans maintain second homes here.
Northern Arizona University (NAU), the largest employer in the City, has a major economic impact annually. The campus is used year-round and hosts many professional athletes, e.g., Phoenix Suns, and Olympic athletes that choose Flagstaff as training site because of the climate, altitude, and available facilities. The University, in partnership with the City of Flagstaff and the State of Arizona, has institutionalized this with the development of the High Altitude Sports Training Center. The Center invites athletes worldwide to train at our 7,000 feet elevation, which has proven to offer a competitive advantage. The Center offers facilities, health assessments, and other services to these international athletes.
Five business and industrial parks are situated with excellent access to the Interstates (I-40 and I-17). One additional site resides within 15 miles of the City limits. Major manufacturers include W.L. Gore & Associates (of Gortex renown), manufacturer of medical equipment; Nestle Purina 

Petcare Products, manufacturer of pet food; SCA Tissue, manufacturer of tissue paper; and Joy Cone, manufacturer of ice cream cones.
HOUSING: The cost of housing in Flagstaff ranges from $200,000 to $400,000. Private housing, rentals, and apartments are available but thought to be in the expensive range, depending upon where you are moving from. According to the Northern Arizona MLS report for homes sales in the month of January, the median price of residential homes in Flagstaff has increased over the last several years (2012:$236K, 2013:$240K, 2014:$279K, 2015:$334K). Flagstaff has many real estate companies and real estate agents with which to work. Government housing is limited and typically used for our temporary seasonal workforce. The overall cost of living in Flagstaff is moderate to high compared to most cities across the United States, so please research this factor when considering applying for this position.
WEATHER: Flagstaff enjoys four distinct seasons. Moderate summer temperatures average twenty degrees less than Phoenix, and are punctuated with afternoon rain showers in July and August. The winter brings an average annual snowfall of 99.5 inches, much to the enjoyment of skiers, ice skaters and snowboarders. As the snow thaws into spring, blooming wildflowers are abundant and fragrant along Flagstaff’s many hiking trails. Autumn is highlighted with the changing of the aspen leaves that transform the surrounding mountains into a golden tapestry of color. Flagstaff averages 283 days without precipitation each year, so it is not surprising that our residents love the great outdoors, and the mild climate encourages year-round outdoor activities.
CULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES AND SCENIC ATTRACTIONS: Flagstaff serves as the cultural hub of Northern Arizona. Because arts and cultural activities enhance the quality of life and have an economic impact, the City supports these endeavors. Funding support for these activities comes from the Bed, Board and Booze tax, and the General Fund. The Arts and Science Commission will disburse these funds. Throughout the year, there are art shows, festivals, live theater performances, and Native American arts and crafts exhibits to satisfy the most ardent enthusiast.
The Flagstaff Symphony Orchestra (FSO) is a non-profit corporation dedicated to bringing world-class musical performances to their audiences, and to providing innovative programs in music education for youth across northern Arizona. The FSO conducts six concerts from September through April, with additional Young People's Concerts for children in the Flagstaff Unified School District, and a Lollipop concert in December for families with young children. Regular concerts are held in 1,500-seat Audrey Auditorium on the campus of Northern Arizona University. 

Lowell Observatory was founded in 1894 by Boston mathematician Percival Lowell. Best known for the discovery of Pluto, Lowell Observatory is also where astronomer V.M. Slipher gathered the first evidence that the universe is expanding. The Observatory also maintains a vigorous education and outreach program, headquartered in the Steele Visitor Center on Mars Hill. Each year, about 70,000 people visit the Observatory to learn about astronomy by participating in multimedia programs, private and school programs, special events, and other educational activities. The Observatory offers daily-guided tours and evening programs.
The Museum of Northern Arizona offers internationally recognition exhibits in archeology, ethnology, geology, biology, and fine art of the Colorado Plateau. Four especially notable exhibitions, which attract national and international visitors, include the annual Zuni, Hopi, Navajo, and Hispanic Exhibitions with contemporary and traditional pottery, weaving, jewelry, and sand paintings, as well as native artist demonstrations and traditional dance.
Known as the “City of Seven Wonders,” Flagstaff attracts millions of tourists each year due to its easy access to such scenic destinations as the Grand Canyon, Sunset Crater, Oak Creek Canyon, Meteor Crater, Walnut Canyon, Wupatki National Monument, and the San Francisco Peaks.
SCHOOLS: Flagstaff Unified School District has 8 elementary schools, 2 middle schools, 2 alternative schools, 2 high schools. More information about FUSD can be found online at http://www.fusd1.org/Page/1. In addition to the public school system, there are 10 charter schools run by private parties. These schools provide educational opportunities for children in kindergarten to high school. The schools specialize in everything from specific learning styles to programs focused on the Arts.
Coconino Community College offers 33 associate degrees, 21 certificate programs, continuing education, and special programs for small businesses. More information about Coconino Community College can be found online at http://www.coconino.edu/.

Flagstaff's commitment to education is enhanced by Northern Arizona University's contribution to the community. Established in 1899, NAU is one of Arizona's three state universities.

TRANSPORTATION: Flagstaff is a major crossroads for the west. Interstates 17 and 40 provide road access to major west coast markets, including San Francisco, Las Vegas, Albuquerque, El Paso, Los Angeles, San Diego, parts of Mexico, and of course, Phoenix and Tucson. US Highway 89 provides access to the states north of Arizona and Highway 180 provides access to the Grand Canyon.
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway serves the city of Flagstaff with more than 100 trains passing through town daily. Amtrak also services Flagstaff twice daily connecting with Los Angeles and Chicago. Bus services are available within the city (Mountain Line), intra and interstate (Greyhound), and several tour guide companies provided service around Northern Arizona. In addition, there are several taxicab companies.
Flagstaff Pulliam Airport, located four miles south of downtown Flagstaff on I-17, provides frequent daily flights to and from Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport, where national and international connections can be made.
Additionally, the City is committed to the development of a non-motorized urban trail network (FUTS), which will interconnect virtually all areas of the City when completed and will serve as an important transportation element as well as a recreation amenity. The current draft of the proposed City/County regional plan shows an estimated 55 miles of FUTS. The City has completed approximately 50 miles to date and the overall master plan shows about 80 miles of future trails, to complete a planned system of 130 miles.
SHOPPING: Flagstaff has an array of shopping centers, including; Target, Wal-Mart, Walgreens and other drug stores, auto parts stores, hardware stores, Home Depot, Sam’s Club and the Flagstaff Mall & The Marketplace. These include a wide selection of department stores such as Dillard’s, Sears and JC Penny’s. More information about the Flagstaff Mall & The Marketplace can be found online at http://www.flagstaffmall.com/. There are a wide variety of grocery stores and several health food stores. Downtown Flagstaff recently experienced revitalization as part of the Main Street USA program, and features many quaint shops and galleries.
MEDICAL FACILITIES: Flagstaff has an extensive array of medical facilities and resources in the areas of traditional, integrative and alternative healthcare. Flagstaff Medical Center is the Northern Arizona Regional referral center for trauma, cancer, rehabilitation, cardiac care, high-risk maternal/fetal, MRI/CT scans, and more. More than 209 physicians are on active staff at the hospital, with 267 inpatient beds. More information about FMC can be found online at http://www.flagstaffmedicalcenter.com/.
CHURCHES: All denominations of religion are well represented in the Flagstaff area.
RECREATION: Flagstaff sports a multitude of outdoor and indoor recreation activities. Horseback riding, mountain biking, hunting, fishing, camping, hiking, cross-country skiing, down-hill skiing, indoor pools, soccer, basketball, little league, baseball, softball and volleyball are available for all age groups at very little cost to the individual.
City of Flagstaff Parks and Recreation Department and the Flagstaff Athletic Center East and West offer numerous indoor and outdoor activities. In addition, there is an extensive Urban Trail System throughout the area connecting the city with the forest trails system.
Nearby National Parks and Monuments include: the Grand Canyon, Montezuma Castle, Walnut Canyon, Monument Valley, Painted Desert, Wupatki and Sunset Crater.
LIBRARY: There is a community library in town which also serves the outlying communities with a book-mobile which visits different areas of the community on different days of the week. The university also has a full service library.
MOTELS AND RESTAURANTS: There is no shortage of motels or restaurants in the community. Being located at the junction of two interstates (I-40 and I-17) and being the major community south of the Grand Canyon makes Flagstaff an ideal location for major motels and restaurants.
CONTACTS FOR MORE FLAGSTAFF / COCONINO N.F. INFORMATION: Flagstaff Chamber of Commerce Website (www.flagstaff.az.us) or email (chamber@flagstaff.az.us). Coconino National Forest Website (www.fs.usda.gov/coconino) or call us at (520) 527-3600.
ABOUT THE POSITION - RED ROCK RANGER DISTRICT 
The individual will work with other dedicated resource specialists in a proactive work environment.  The individual must be able to work independently or as a team member, plan and carry out ecosystem based rangeland surveys and inventories to identify and assess rangeland conditions.  Monitors and evaluates the impact of various rangeland activities on other resource management activities.  Conducts short and long term monitoring of plant community change, trends, grazing impacts; precipitation; soil erosion hazards; and correlates other rangeland resource activities and uses.  Gathers and assembles data concerning rangeland health, trends, ecological status of vegetation communities, site potential and desired plant community. 

The individual must be able to make recommendations for improved rangeland and livestock administration and provides input into the development of subsequent rangeland and livestock management decisions.  Participates in the development, implementation, and evaluation of rangeland projects including determining the need for plant community and watershed improvements.  Investigates unauthorized livestock uses and takes direct action for removal of unauthorized/trespass livestock.  Other duties include maintaining range allotment inspection books, livestock management strategies/practices, and complies actual use information for various grazing areas.  Prepares allotment management plans, determining proper stocking, rotation schemes, and other appropriate range management applications.  The incumbent prepares and or revises annual operating instructions.  Receives, reviews, and acts on all livestock grazing applications.  Determines permittee compliance with permits and makes recommendations to correct discrepancies.

The position requires a high degree of permittee interaction, strong communication skills, and the ability to solve problems under pressure.  The work environment is varied and includes office work, regular and recurring hiking over rough, uneven ground, riding in 4x4’s pick-ups, operating ATV’s and riding and packing horses in mountainous terrain.

The south zone includes both the Red Rock Ranger District and Mogollon Rim Ranger District.  Cattle graze on the forest year long, from January through December.  There are nine active grazing allotments varying in size from 4,700 acres up to over 184,500 acres.  During the summer months cattle move to the Mogollon Rim country where temperatures average 10 to 20 degrees cooler than the Verde Valley with its temperatures in the low 100’s.  In the winter cattle move back down to the Verde Valley and surrounding areas to graze.  The working environment of the Red Rock District has temperature extremes of cold and hot.  The 3,000 to 5,000 foot elevation of the Red Rock District offers, at lower elevations, mild winters and hot summer days.  

ABOUT THE AREA
The Red Rock Ranger District is situated in the Verde Valley, and its “red rock country” is known for dramatic red sandstone mountains, cliffs, spires, buttes, and mesas. Diverse vegetation is found within the District; mixed conifer canyons exist at higher elevations, ponderosa pine forests and pinyon/juniper woodlands dominate the mid-elevation sites, and desert shrub and grasslands are present at the lower elevations, and an abundance of birds and wildlife species. Numerous riparian areas and perennial rivers and creeks are present on the District. The Verde River runs north to south through the valley and is fed by numerous tributaries; Sycamore Creek, Oak Creek, Dry and Wet Beaver Creeks, West Clear Creek and Fossil Creek. This area experiences over 1.5 million visits to forest trails and recreation sites every year. It has a very active outfitter and guide, travel management, river management, and trails program, with over 1,000,000 trail users per year. 46 permanent employees and an additional 25 seasonals are employed at the Red Rock Ranger District. There are approximately 300 volunteers who assist the District. 

The Mogollon Rim Ranger District is nestled in a ponderosa pine forest between 6,800 to 7,500 feet elevation. The Mogollon Rim is a rugged escarpment that forms the southern limit of the Colorado Plateau. It extends across the entire forest and provides excellent views within Plateau Country and Desert Canyon Country as well. Dropping as much as 2,000 feet in some areas, the Rim provides some of the most far-reaching scenery in Arizona. Views stretch from its rocky precipice to Four Peaks of the Mazatzals northeast of Phoenix. The remoteness of the area lends itself to outdoor recreation activities. Needless to say, sightseeing is a favorite activity along the Rim, but this forest area also boasts a historic system of hiking and horseback trails, a few lakes for boating and fishing, and backcountry skiing for wilderness adventures. There are two main facilities for the District: Blue Ridge Ranger Station and the Happy Jack Ranger Station. The Happy Jack Ranger Station is used strictly as office and work space and is not open to the public. The Blue Ridge Ranger Station is located on State Route 87, the Happy Jack Ranger Station is located on Forest Highway 3 (Lake Mary Road), about 25 miles (30 minutes travel time) away from the Blue Ridge Ranger Station.

DUTY STATION: The Red Rock Ranger District office located one mile south of the community of the Village of Oak Creek and approximately eight miles south of Sedona, Arizona. Located in the Verde Valley and Yavapai County, the Red Rock Ranger District Office is within easy commuting distance (approximately 8-20 miles distance) of the entire Verde Valley and its numerous small communities. The Verde Valley communities include: Rimrock (population 2,000), Village of Oak Creek (population 3,500), Sedona (population 20,000), Cottonwood (population 18,000), Camp Verde (population 12,000), Cornville (population 3,800), Clarkdale (population 3,500), and McGuireville (population 700). The Verde Valley is about a two hour drive north from Phoenix, Arizona and a 45-minute drive south of Flagstaff, Arizona.

HOUSING: There is short-term government housing available. There is good availability of housing in the Verde Valley with a reasonably wide range of prices; Verde Valley rental properties are common and reasonably priced.

SCHOOLS: All of the communities in the Verde Valley have a variety of schools, including a variety of charter and private schools. Yavapai College also has a campus and several satellite facilities in the Verde Valley. Northern Arizona University and Coconino Community College are both located in nearby Flagstaff.
MEDICAL FACILITIES: The Verde Valley Medical Center at Cottonwood; the Village Medical Center in the Village of Oak Creek, the Sedona Emergency Clinic and Sedona Urgent Care in Sedona and are among the hospitals and medical clinics found in the Verde Valley. Plus a very wide variety of physicians, dentists, clinics, chiropractors, etc. are available in all the Valley’s major communities.

RECREATION: Northern Arizona has some of the best recreation opportunities anywhere, including horseback riding, mountain biking, hunting, fishing, hiking, cross-country skiing, downhill skiing, outdoor swimming pools, numerous golf courses, kayaking, river rafting, Little League, soccer, baseball, softball, volleyball, tennis and basketball. The Red Rock Trail system and Sedona Urban Trails and Pathways System provides great hiking, equestrian and mountain biking opportunities.

Nearby National Parks and Monuments include: the Grand Canyon, Montezuma's Well and Castle, Tuzigoot, Walnut Canyon, Monument Valley, Painted Desert, Petrified Forest and Sunset Crater. Numerous State Parks are located in the area including Dead Horse Ranch, Fort Verde, Slide Rock, Jerome and Red Rock State Parks. 

MOTELS AND RESTAURANTS: There is no shortage of motels or restaurants in the Community, with Sedona being the second most popular tourist destination in Arizona after the Grand Canyon. 

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS: Most civic organizations and clubs are represented. 

Coconino National Forest

Permanent Fill Outreach Response Form

Rangeland Management Specialist, GS-0454-05/07/09
Please respond by January 15, 2018
Response For:
_____
Flagstaff Ranger District Position





_____
Red Rock Ranger District Position
Personal Information 
Name: ______________________________________________    Date: ____________________ 
E-mail Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone Numbers: _____________________________________________________________
Eligibility - Please attach resume and supporting documents. 
Are you a current federal employee? Yes_____ No_____
Agency Employed with: USFS _____ BLM _____ Other ________________________________
Type of appointment: Permanent ____Temporary ____ Term ____
Current Region/Forest/District: _____________________________________________________
Current Position/Title/Series/Grade: _________________________________________________
If you are not a current permanent (career or career conditional) employee, please indicate your eligibility to be hired under any of the following authorities:
____ Disabled Veteran w/30% Compensatory Disability 

____ Veterans Employment Opportunities Act of 1998 

____ Veterans Recruitment Act 

____ Reinstatement 

____ Persons with Disabilities (Schedule A) 

____ Former Peace Corp Volunteer 

____ Federal Land Management Workforce Flexibility Act 

____ Other Eligibility: (Explain): ___________________________________________________
THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST IN THIS CAREER OPPORTUNITY!
Rangeland Management Specialist, GS-0454-05/07/09
Please e-mail this completed outreach response form and resume to ghase@fs.fed.us for the Flagstaff position or kathleensevy@fs.fed.us for the Red Rock position.
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