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OUTREACH NOTICE
Permanent Positions
Rangeland Management Specialist 
GS-0454-05/07/09
2 Positions Available






RESPONSE TO OUTREACH DUE: June 24, 2016
Interested applicants should submit a resume, complete the Outreach Form included in the attached document and email it to: George Douds, gdouds@fs.fed.us, Zone District Range Staff for Smokey Bear/Guadalupe Ranger Districts; and Amalia Montoya, amaliamontoya@fs.fed.us, District Range Staff, Sacramento Ranger District. Responses are requested by June 24, 2016.  
These positions will be advertised through USAJobs (www.usajobs.gov ) as a either DEMO or Merit Announcements.  Responses from this Outreach will help us determine which hiring authority to pursue.   Merit Announcements are open to federal government employees only.  
ABOUT THE POSITION
There is one Rangeland Management Specialist position open at each of the following locations on the Lincoln National Forest:  
· Sacramento Ranger District (Cloudcroft, NM) 
· Guadalupe Ranger District Offices (Carlsbad, NM)   

Duties for GS-0454-05 level include:
· Data collection, compiles data in usable format, monitors, general permit administration, updating databases, preparing and writing various reports.
· Cares for pack and saddle stock; i.e. secures farrier services, veterinarian needs, feeds, grooms and maintains saddles and tack. 
· Keeps equipment in functional status; i.e. ATVs, UTVs, Pickup trucks, trailers, chainsaws, generators and other equipment maintenance up to date.

In addition to the GS-0454-05 duties; GS-0454-07 level duties include:
· Assisting in rangeland area analysis, including gathering, evaluating and processing data in preparing environmental analysis reports and environmental impact statements.
· Monitors and evaluates the impact of various rangeland activities on other resource management activities and uses.  
· Assists by developing unit rangeland area livestock management plans/strategies which help coordinate livestock and other grazing uses with other resource management and land use activities.  
· Recommends grazing strategy, livestock management practices and grazing capacity, for non-Forest lands under Forest Service administration, which will help achieve land management, economic and social goals and objectives for the land area involved.   
· Conducts livestock checks or counts to determine that only authorized animals are being grazed on National Forest System lands or other lands under Forest Service control.   
· As assigned plans, establishes and completes the unit rangeland vegetation management program progress schedule.    
· Directs programs for control of noxious species, etc. 
· As assigned makes contacts with local rangeland users, explaining the Forest rangeland program, answering questions, and coordinating with rangeland users to help solve rangeland problems. 

In addition to the GS-0454-07 and; GS-0454-09 level duties include:
· Conducts short and long term monitoring of plant community change, trends, grazing impacts; precipitation; soil erosion hazards; and correlates other rangeland resource activities and uses.   
· Individually, or as a team member, plans and carries out systematic ecosystem based rangeland surveys and inventories to identify and assess rangeland characteristics, amounts, types, values, and susceptibility of various land areas to specific land uses. Gathers and assembles data concerning rangeland health, trends, ecological status of vegetation communities, site potential and desired plant community.
· Prepares assigned portions of environmental assessments as a member of an interdisciplinary team.
· Coordinates range and wildlife ecological management with other functional activities in harmony with the concept of multiple use management.
· Compiles material and supply estimates, or oversees compilation of estimates for facilities, construction, and maintenance of rangeland projects and prepares budgetary plans and controls for rangeland management functions. 
· Makes recommendations for improved rangeland and livestock administration and provides input into the development of subsequent rangeland and livestock management decisions.
· Participates in the development, implementation, and evaluation of rangeland projects including determining the need for plant community and watershed improvements.
· Prepares livestock management plans.	
· Assists in the administration of grazing permits by consulting, coordinating and cooperating with permittees and other rangeland users.
· Receives, reviews, and acts on all livestock grazing applications. Provides information and guidance on the availability and eligibility of Federal cost share range improvement programs, assisting ranchers with their applications. 
· Determines permittee compliance with permits and makes recommendations to correct discrepancies.
· Prepares or initiates action on cooperative agreements for rangeland improvements. 
· Prepares rangeland improvement maintenance schedules and keeps records of existing and proposed improvements, maintenance needs, and accomplishments.
  
QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
Those who are interested must meet the qualification requirements for the GS-0454 series that is covered by the U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM) Qualification Standards for General Schedule Positions -- GS-0454: Rangeland Management Series. The OPM Qualification Standards Handbook Manual is available for review at any federal personnel office or on the Internet at: https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/classification-qualifications/general-schedule-qualification-standards/0400/rangeland-management-series-0454/ 
THE FOREST
The Lincoln National Forest is known as the birthplace of the world-famous Smokey Bear, the symbol of the campaign to prevent forest fires.  The original Smokey Bear is buried in Capitan, New Mexico.
The Lincoln covers approximately 1.1 million acres and consists of three Ranger Districts - Smokey Bear (D1), Sacramento (D2), and Guadalupe (D3).  There are three major mountain ranges that cover 1,103,441 acres in southeastern New Mexico - Sacramento, Guadalupe, and Capitan.  Elevations of 4,000 to 11,500 feet pass through five different life zones from Chihuauhan desert to subalpine forest.  Vegetation ranges from rare cacti in the lower elevations to Englemann spruce in the higher elevations.
More people enjoy the Lincoln National Forest and the surrounding areas for recreation use than for all other uses combined.  In the summer climatic relief provided by the mountains draws people from surrounding deserts and plains.  However the Forest offers the user a variety of recreational opportunities any season of the year.  The Lincoln National Forest can provide the recreational experience you are seeking,  whether you enjoy sight-seeing, wildlife watching, picnicking, camping, hiking, hunting, fishing, mountain biking, horseback riding, motorcycling, snowmobiling, alpine or cross country skiing, or caving.

Sacramento Ranger District – D2
The Sacramento Ranger District is headquartered in Cloudcroft, New Mexico, and manages over 450,000 acres in elevations ranging from 4,600 to 9,695 feet.

Between Cloudcroft and Alamogordo on U.S. 82 is the only highway tunnel in southern New Mexico.  A parking area just west of the tunnel affords a spectacular view of Fresnal Canyon, White Sands, and the Tularosa Basin.  Near Cloudcroft is another developed interpretive site where visitors can look back in time at the old railroad trestle spanning the Mexican Canyon.

The Sacramento District invites the hikers to the rails to trails and Railroad Depot visitors' area to learn the history of the "Cloud Climbing Railroad" that facilitated timber harvest at the turn of the century.  Travelers will find spectacular views of sunsets across the desert as well as breathtaking views of the Tularosa Basin and White Sands National Monument from the Sunspot Scenic Byway.  The Byway leads to the Sunspot Solar Observatory at Sacramento Peak and the Apache Point Lunar Observatory.  These are unique, educational attractions for visitors.  The Forest is a partner in the education/visitors center at Sunspot.

Higher elevations offer mountain meadows, mixtures of pine, fir, aspen, oak, and other vibrant greens which are broken by the brilliance of wildflowers, blossoming plants, and trees that change with the season.

Wildlife is abundant on the District.  Deer, elk, turkey, quail, bear, and many types of birds (including the threatened Mexican spotted owl) and small animals live on the Forest.


For More Information on Cloudcroft, please visit:
Cloudcroft Chamber of Commerce at http://cloudcroft.com/ 
Guadalupe Ranger District – D3
The Guadalupe Ranger District is headquartered in Carlsbad, New Mexico, 288,540 acres in size, is a magical place where gentle rolling hills meet deep rough canyons atop the Guadalupe Mountain Range. Chihuahuan Desert plant life mixes with piñon, juniper, and ponderosa pine woodlands to create what the Spanish called, “El Espejismo del Desierto”.  This “Mirage in the Desert” is the perfect place for seekers of solitude or people who wish to “get away from it all.”
The Guadalupe Mountain Range itself is an exposed portion of the ancient Capitan barrier reef. Most of the Guadalupe Ranger District is the back-reef, where sedimentary limestone formations are rich with Permian Age fossils.  The District varies in elevation from 3,500 feet on the northern part to 7,500 feet on the southern part of the District.
The northern two-thirds of the District consist of rolling hills and canyons, which run uniquely to the east towards the Pecos River. In this area, you will find all varieties of cacti and agaves blooming for a short period of time in late Spring. The Sitting Bull Falls Recreation Area, Rim Road (Forest Road 67) and Last Chance Canyon Trail (T226) are popular sights of interest for this part of the District.
The southern third of the District consists of deep canyons with sheer cliffs and plant life unusual for this part of New Mexico such as Chinkapin oak and Douglas-fir trees. The Texas Madrone tree with its shedding bark can also be seen in this area.
There are many activities that are enjoyed on the District. Take a scenic drive on Forest Road 540 to Five Points Vista or hike a portion of the Camp Wilderness Trail off Forest Road 3008. There are many other primitive trails to hike but you must be prepared for the journey. This breathtaking area is remote with no drinking water available and no available services. Most of the District’s primitive caves are located in the steep rugged canyons of this area. Wildlife is plentiful throughout the District, but viewing is best in the early morning and late evening hours.
All caves on the Lincoln National Forest, including those on the Guadalupe Ranger District, require personal equipment and a permit for entry. Cave permits are free, but due to limited access, permits are issued on a first come, first served basis.
Sitting Bull Falls Recreation Area is the jewel of the District. A 150-foot waterfall cascades down to natural pools where you can cool off on a hot summer’s day.  Picturesque, stone built picnic areas and restrooms, accessible cooking grills, along with a variety of hiking trails, make a trip to Sitting Bulls Falls Recreation Area a day of fun for the whole family.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

	Rangeland Management Specialist

	OUTREACH RESPONSE FORM

	Permanent Position

	
	

	Position Title:
	Rangeland Management Specialsit 

	Series/Grade:
	GS-0454-05/07/09

	Location:
	____ Cloudcroft, New Mexico     ____ Carlsbad, New Mexico


	Please select which location(s) you are responding to.  There are two (2) positions available.  One position at each location.

	Applicant Information

	Name: ____________________________
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]E-Mail Address:____________________________
	

	Mailing Address:
	

	Current Title, Series, Grade:
	

	Current Organization/Location:
	|_| USFS     |_| BLM     |_| Other

	Current Appointment:
	[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3][bookmark: Check4]|_| Permanent  |_| Temporary  |_| Term  |_| Not Current Employee

	If you are NOT a current permanent (career or career conditional) employee, are you eligible to be hired under any of the following authorities?

	[bookmark: Check53]|_|  Person With Disabilities
[bookmark: Check56]|_|  Veteran Recruitment Act
[bookmark: Check57]|_|  Disabled Veterans With 30% Compensable Disability

	[bookmark: Check54]|_|  Veteran’s Employment Opportunities Act of 1998
[bookmark: Check58]|_|  Former Peace Corps Volunteer
[bookmark: Check59]|_|  Student Career Experience Program
[bookmark: Check60]|_|  Other _____________________________________

	

	Please submit a copy of your resume with your response.
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