**OUTREACH RESPONSE**


OUTREACH NOTICE

Region 3

Lincoln National Forest

“Caring for the Land and Serving People”
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	Title, GS-Series-Grade:
	Range Technician  
GS 0455-7/8/9

	District/Unit:
	Smokey Bear  Ranger District Lincoln National Forest

	Date of Notice:
	May 10, 2016


The Lincoln National Forest will be filling a GS-0455-7/8/9 Range Technician position.  This is a NTE 1 to 4 year appointment with a duty station located at the Smokey Bear Ranger District, Ruidoso, New Mexico.  This notification is being circulated to inform prospective applicants of this upcoming opportunity and to determine interest in the position.  If interested please provide a resume and the attached form to George Douds, Smokey Bear Ranger District and Guadalupe Ranger District, Rangeland Management Staff, gdouds@fs.fed.us .  Anticipated start date is June 12, 2016.  Housing is not available.  

POSITION
Outreach Information and Position Duties:
The position is located on the Smokey Bear Ranger District, Lincoln National Forest.  There are 45 active yearlong grazing allotments with 49 permittees.  These allotments are administered by a zoned 0454 GS-11, a 0454 GS-5/7/9 and a new position 0455 GS-7/8/9.     
The Lincoln National Forest Rangeland Management Program is reorganizing.  Part of the reorganizing is the addition of a Range Technician to be located on the Smokey Bear Ranger District. The Range Technician position is a NTE 1 or up to 4 years to see if this position creates efficiencies for the Range Program.  It is envisioned that this technician will spend most of their time on the Smokey Bear Ranger District, but will be a forest-wide resource.  As a forest resource there may be multiple one to two week periods spent working on the other two ranger districts.  

GS-07 Major Duties
Participates in the development of allotment management plans.  Checks range allotments to assess appropriate time to graze, compliance with management plans and operating instructions, number of livestock, herding procedures, salting, range improvement, maintenance, and the need for additional range improvements such as fences or water development.

Implements allotment management plans by going over them on-the-ground with permittees and follow up for inspections for compliance.  Checks livestock use and inspects allotments for forage conditions, distribution, salting, forage production, and condition of range improvements.

Schedules and performs periodic livestock counts.  Checks for trespass livestock and takes initial action when trespass occurs by securing and documenting evidence and submitting it to superior.  

Maintains permitted and actual use records in the range management plan and documents observations in the course of range inspections.  Responsible for storing such information in the appropriate data base.
Cares for pack and saddle stock; i.e., secures farrier services, veterinarian needs, feeds, grooms, and maintains saddle and tack, etc.

GS-09 Major Duties

Plans and conducts range studies relating to trend, condition, and utilization; summarizes and evaluates data and prepares draft allotment management plans for approval by a specialist for range allotments with conventional conditions and characteristics.

Serves as a primary technical authority in the area of allotment administration and the range improvement program. Develops and carries out plans for vegetation improvement projects, both structural and non-structural. Works directly with grazing permittees and other Forest users to explain Forest Service policies and regulations, gather information on needed range improvements, and obtain their cooperation in changes to allotment management that may be necessitated by the range improvements being considered. 

Plans, organizes, and participates in livestock counts, tagging, and identification of livestock. Continually checks for unauthorized grazing and takes immediate action with permittee in removing livestock. Keeps supervisor informed of all unauthorized grazing and provides assistance in preparing necessary reports and letters, carrying through to completion each case. Works directly with permittees on assigned allotments to check for readiness, use of vegetation, compliance with annual operating plans, construction and maintenance of improvement and overall management of allotments.

Identifies and schedules project work for structural and non-structural range improvements, watershed structures, and wildlife habitat improvements. Collects data, prepares and implements operating plans relating to improvement projects, and supervises crews in the installation of range, wildlife, and watershed improvements.

Cares for pack and saddle stock; i.e., secures farrier services, veterinarian needs, feeds, grooms, and maintains saddle and tack, etc.
Common to all GS Grades 

Promotes equal opportunity and employs nondiscriminatory practices for merit promotion, recruitment and hiring of applicants; encouragement, recognition and fair treatment of all employees; and career development and full utilization of employees’ skills.   Adheres to nondiscriminatory employment practices regarding race, color, national origin, age, disability; and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal; or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.

Performs other duties as assigned. 

Lincoln National Forest:
The Lincoln National Forest is known as the birthplace of the world-famous Smokey Bear, the symbol of the campaign to prevent forest fires.  The original Smokey Bear was found clinging to a tree in Capitan Gap on the Smokey Bear Ranger District during a 1950 fire.  He is buried in Capitan, New Mexico.

The Lincoln covers approximately 1.3 million acres and consists of three ranger districts - Smokey Bear, Sacramento, and Guadalupe. There are three major mountain ranges that cover 1,103,441 acres in southeastern New Mexico - Capitan, Sacramento, and Guadalupe.  Elevations of 4,000 to 11,500 feet pass through five different life zones from Chihuahuan desert to subalpine forest.  Vegetation ranges from rare cacti in the lower elevations to Engelmann spruce in the higher elevations.

More people use the Lincoln National Forest and the surrounding areas for recreation than for all other uses combined.  Climatic relief provided by the mountains draws people in the summer from surrounding deserts and plains.  The Forest offers the user a variety of recreational opportunities any season of the year.  Whether you enjoy sight-seeing, wildlife watching, picnicking, camping, hiking, nature study, hunting, fishing, mountain biking, horseback riding, motorcycling, snowmobiling, alpine or cross country skiing, or caving, the Lincoln National Forest can provide the recreational experience you are seeking.

Smokey Bear Ranger District Information:
The district manages approximately 375,000 acres of widely diverse vegetation and habitat types.  The topography varies from gentle terrain to very steep ruggedness with ranges in elevation from 5,400 to 11,580 feet.  Higher elevations offer mountain meadows, mixtures of pine, fir, aspen, oak, and other vibrant greens which are broken by the brilliance of wildflowers, blossoming plants, and trees that change with the season.  Wildlife is abundant on the District.  Deer, elk, turkey, quail, bear, and many types of birds (including the Mexican Spotted Owl of ESA fame) and small animals live on the Forest.

The Mescalero Apache Tribal Lands border the district to the south.  The district contains critical watersheds for the Rio Ruidoso and Bonito Rivers.  There are two wilderness areas (White Mountain and Capitan) totaling approximately 83,000 acres.  The Smokey Bear Ranger District office is located in the village of Ruidoso, with an administrative site in Capitan.  
One of the major attractions located on the district is the Ski Apache Resort, one of the largest downhill ski areas in the Southwest.  The Mescalero Apache Tribe owns and operates it through a special use permit.  

The villages of Ruidoso and nearby communities rely heavily on tourism to support the economy.  

Community Information:

Weather:  Weather is directly tied to elevation with an average yearly rainfall of 23 inches.  Springtime is usually dry and windy while July and August are a balmy 82 degrees with frequent afternoon showers or thunderstorms.  A combination of high elevation and abundant moisture produces a beautiful array of color from a variety of flowering plants during the summer months.  Winter provides an average 42 degrees in January with accumulating average yearly snowfalls of 47 inches.  Perhaps the most beautiful time of year is in the fall, when oaks, maples, and aspens wrap the mountain slopes in breathtaking colors.

Housing:  The median house price in Ruidoso is $180, 00.  Apartment rentals average $525 - $1,000.  House rentals (3 bedroom) average $800 and up.  Government housing is not available.
Medical:  Complete emergency medical service unit with advanced life support ambulances and comprehensive emergency, diagnostic, and surgical care.  Home and alternative health care providers also available.

Shopping/Dining/Social:  Many independently owned shops, franchises, and restaurants. Great restaurants offer Chinese, Italian, Mexican, steak and seafood and excellent cuisine.  Ruidoso, Lincoln County, and other local communities have social events spanning the entire year.  Infrastructure includes a civic center, senior center, parks, and a library.  Popular attractions include Ski Apache Resort, Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort and Casino, Ruidoso Downs Horse Track and Billy the Kid Casino.
Recreation and Culture:  Outdoor recreation opportunities include hunting opportunities for both small and large game such as deer, trophy elk, turkey, and squirrel.  Other recreation activities include hiking, camping, picnicking, mountain biking, wildlife watching, ATV riding, and downhill skiing.  Major attractions include the Lincoln National Forest, Smokey Bear Museum, Smokey Bear State Park, White Sands National Monument, Oliver Lee Sate Park, and Valley of Fire State Park.
Transportation:  Albuquerque International Airport is located about 200 miles north of Ruidoso. Sierra Blanca Regional Airport is located about 18 miles northeast of the village. El Paso International Airport is located about 140 miles south of Ruidoso. 

Religion:  various denominations are represented.

Nearby Cities:

- Alamogordo, NM, 50 miles (population 30,000)

- Las Cruces, NM, 120 miles (population 98,000)

- El Paso, TX, 140 miles (population 649,000)

- Albuquerque, NM, 208 miles (population 546,000)

For More Information on Ruidoso, please visit:

Ruidoso Valley Chamber of Commerce

720 Sudderth Drive

PO Box 698

Ruidoso, NM 88355

1 (877)  RUIDOSO
1 (877) 784-3676
(575) 257-7395

FAX:  (575) 257-4693
For additional community information, visit the following websites

http://www.ruidoso.net
* CONTACT INFORMATION *

Please return your completed outreach form with attached resume to George A. Douds May 10, 2016.

[image: image1]DETAIL Range Technician, GS-0455 7/8/9
Ruidoso, New Mexico

Lincoln National Forest

Please respond by the close of business on May 10, 2016 to:

George A. Douds, gdouds@fs.fed.us (575) 257-4095
Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________

Phone Number: __________________________ Work, Home or Mobile

Current Region/Forest/Unit: _____________________________________________________  

Type of Appointment: __________________________________________________________

Current Position Title: __________________________________________________________

Current series/grade: ___________________________________________________________

Please include a resume with your response.
