Pima Pineapple Cactus Transplant Studies

For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Gerry. I’m a first-year grad student from New Hampshire, fresh out of spending 27 months in Nicaragua with the Peace Corps.  I’m doing some research on the Pima Pineapple cactus and I’m trying to get out in the field AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! If you are one of Dr. Fehmi’s hired undergraduates that is a plus, but not a requirement.

My project is monitoring the endangered Pima Pineapple Cactus (PPC) along a 60-mile stretch south of Tucson through the Altar and Santa Cruz Valleys.  Several PPC’s have been transplanted to avoid damage from the installation of a natural gas pipeline heading to Mexico, the major variables I will be testing for are: source soil texture, source soil chemistry, source soil biotic community, source neighbors, source shading, source slope, source aspect, plant size (putative age), root-ball size, damage during transplant, destination soil texture, destination soil chemistry, destination soil biotic community, destination neighbors, destination shading, destination slope, and destination aspect.

These will be day trips, heading south on 286 to the border along the Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge; a pretty spectacular area with the Baboquivari Mountains to the west and the Santa Rita Mountains to the east. Let me know if this interests you! You can get paid for your time spent coming out to the cacti sites with me. If you’re interested in plant community monitoring this could be a great opportunity.

I’m trying to make Friday my day for going out to check these guys, but I’m pretty flexible. Right now I’ll shoot for 10/18, 10/19, 10/24, or 10/31 (I’ll get you back in time for Halloween festivities if you can come out on this day). The work won’t be hard, pretty easy actually, just driving down 286 with a GPS looking for cacti and then hopping out and doing our sampling. YOU CAN GET PAID!

Thanks for taking a minute to read this, please respond if you have ANY interest, I’m happy to work with you on dates. Also, feel free to contact me anytime about your qualms, questions, concerns or comments. Contact info below.

[bookmark: _GoBack]-Gerry

gmberthelette@email.arizona.edu
520-647-4271
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