OUTREACH NOTICE
Rangeland Management Specialist
GS-0454-05/07/09
Please respond by October 10, 2014

USDA Forest Service
Rocky Mountain Region, R2
Medicine Wheel/Paintrock Ranger District, Lovell, Wyoming




This notice is to determine interest in this soon to be vacant position with intent to recruit and fill one permanent, full-time GS-0454-05/07/09  position on the Bighorn National Forest.  The position is located on the Medicine Wheel/Paintrock Ranger District in Lovell, Wyoming.  THERE IS NO PROMOTION POTENTIAL BEYOND THE GS-09 LEVEL.  

THE POSITION
The position assists the GS-11 Rangeland Management Specialist, with responsibility for managing, planning, scheduling, coordinating, reviewing and reporting on an ecosystem-based rangeland management program.  Primary range program duties include term grazing permit administration, related monitoring and analysis, and ongoing NEPA compliance. This position may supervise one or more temporary employees. Other desired abilities include knowledge of ArcGIS, GPS units, construction/maintenance of range improvements; proficiency with ATV/UTV, 4-wheel drive vehicles, and horses; and ability to maintain good working relationships with internal and external partners. The range staff administers 27 active allotments, both cattle and sheep, with 26 permittees. The Range shop manages the district horses, administrative pastures, the weed program, and other duties as assigned.

DUTIES

Administration of permits including allotment and pasture compliance inspections, long-term trend monitoring in upland and riparian settings, and annual utilization monitoring.  Communication with grazing permittees is a key part of this position.  The specialist will record allotment inspections, conversations, and monitoring information for use in decision making. Cooperatively develop Annual Operating Instructions with permittees for the grazing season.  Provide recommendations on range improvements, design projects, and plan for and order materials within budget constraints.

THE DISTRICT

The Medicine Wheel/Paintrock District are two ranger districts that were administratively combined into one district office, located in the town of Lovell. Lovell has a population of 2,500 and the District office has a staff of 28 permanent employees.  The Greybull work center, formally the Paintrock District office, is home to the Wyoming Hotshots and the Shell Engine Module.  The two ranger districts encompass just under 400,000 acres which includes 33 grazing allotments and a portion of Cloud Peak Wilderness.  The closest larger community is Powell, located 24 miles west of Lovell, and has a population of approximately 6,300.

The District Administrative Office is currently located in Lovell, Wyoming; however, a new District Office is scheduled to be constructed in Greybull, Wyoming, in 2014 and early 2015.  If all moves forward as planned, the expected move-in date is February 2015.  

THE FOREST

The Bighorn National Forest, created on February 22, 1897, is located in north-central Wyoming. The Forest is
80 miles long and 30 miles wide, and covers 1,115,073 acres.  The Bighorn Mountains are a sister range of the
Rocky Mountains.  It is located halfway between Mt. Rushmore and Yellowstone National Park.  The area has year-round recreation opportunities.  There is one small ski area, several Nordic Ski trail systems, and over 300  miles of groomed snowmobile trails.  No region in Wyoming is provided with a more diverse landscape – from lush grasslands to alpine meadows, from crystalclear lakes to glacially-carved valleys, from rolling hills to sheer mountain walls.

The Forest has multiple reservoirs, 30 campgrounds, four group campgrounds, three scenic byways, 10 picnic
areas, eight lodges, miles and miles of streams, 189,000 acres of wilderness, 1,500 miles of trails, and much
more that provides a special recreation experience.

In addition, we permit the grazing of approximately 28,000 cattle and 21,000 sheep. We cut approximately 7.0 MBF of sawlogs and fuelwood.  Wildlife is abundant with an estimated summer elk population of 11,000.  Deer number over 35,000.  Other larger species include moose, bighorn sheep, black bear, and mountain lion.

For a complete description of the Forest, including photos, see our WEB PAGE at  http://www.fs.fed.us/r2/bighorn/. 

THE COMMUNITIES

The weather in Greybull and Lovell is somewhat typical for the northern Rockies region, with fairly cold winters and warm summers.  Wintertime highs average in the mid-30's, with occasional cold snaps dropping the mercury below zero.  Summertime highs generally range from the mid-80's to mid-90's, cooling off considerably at night.  The communites are about 3,800 feet in elevation (relatively low for Wyoming), and generally does not receive the winds that other parts of the State experience.  Precipitation averages about 7 inches per year with most falling in the form of rain, annual snow accumulation is usually less than 12 inches.

State sales tax in Big Horn County is 5%, with NO State or local income tax.

GREYBULL

Greybull, Wyoming is home to 1,853 residents.  The town sits adjacent to the Big Horn River and has a three mile developed river walk.  Midway Golf Club is located just south of town.  The nearest hospital five miles south of town at the South Big Horn County Hospital.  Greybull has elementary, middle, and high schools.  Health care, dental care, motels, banks, hardware store, lumber yard, grocery store, service stations, and dining are all locally available.  Nearby towns include Basin (8 miles), Cody (53 miles), Lovell (32 miles), Powell (48 miles), Shell (15 miles), and Worland (38 miles).  Year-round access to the Bighorn National Forest and east to Sheridan via Highway 14 allows for many recreational opportunities including fishing, hiking, hunting, sightseeing, snowshoeing, and snowmobiling,  Yellowstone National Park is two hours to the west.  Sleeping Giant Ski Hill or Meadowlark Ski Hill are both about 90 minutes away from Greybull.

Rentals in Greybull range from $300 to $500 per month for a two bedroom and three bedroom rentals average $400 to $600 per month.  Two bedroom houses currently sell for between $50,000 and $70,000 with three bedroom houses are selling for $70,000 to $100,000.  Housing outside of town on a couple of acres can be purchased from $150,000 – $230,000.  No government housing is available.  The main industries in the Greybull area are bentonite mining, farming, oil field production, railroad transportation, and ranching.  

LOVELL

Lovell, Wyoming is a town of approximately 2,500 residents, and is located in northwest Wyoming.  The town sits in the Big Horn Basin and is surrounded by three mountain ranges (Pryor, Bighorn, and Absaroka).  Hiking, biking, fishing, boating, snowmobile and ATV trails, skiing, and hunting opportunities are within close proximity.  The Big Horn Canyon National Recreation Area and Pryor Mountain Wild Horse Range are within a 20 minute drive.  Two downhill ski areas (Red Lodge Resort and Sleeping Giant) are within a 2 hour drive.  Other communities in the area include Greybull, Cowley, Byron, Powell, and Cody.  Cody is a one hour drive to the west, Yellowstone National Park is 2 hours west, and for those wanting more of a big city atmosphere, Billings, MT is about 1.5 hours north with a population over 100,000.  The nearest commercial airports are Yellowstone Regional Airport in Cody, WY and Billings Logan International Airport in Billings, MT.  

Elementary, Middle School, and High School levels of education are locally available, and Northwest Community College in Powell offers secondary education opportunities.  Health care, dental care, motels, banks, hardware store, lumber yard, grocery store, service stations, and dining are all locally available.  North Big Horn Hospital Clinic in Lovell is staffed with two medical doctors, two physicians’ assistants, one nurse practitioner, and support personnel.  The North Big Horn Hospital and New Horizons Care Center are both adjacent to the clinic.  Two dentists also practice in the community.  Lovell has a golf course, fitness center, four baseball fields, two tennis courts, a large indoor swimming pool, three city parks, a public library, seven churches, three motels, and a free camper park.  Lovell is served by The Lovell Chronicle (weekly) and the Billings Gazette (daily) newspapers, as well as several radio stations.

No government housing is available.  Rental opportunities are limited in Lovell.  The average cost for a 3 bedroom house in town is about $90,000-$140,000, and out of town with some acreage is about $180,000-$230,000.  Additional housing opportunities are available in surrounding communities, but may be priced higher.

The main industries in Lovell are bentonite mining, farming and ranching, sugar beet processing, and wallboard production.  Major employers are Big Horn County School District #1 and #2, Western Sugar Cooperative, American Colloid, Wyoming Bentonite, Inc, Bentonite Performance Minerals, Georgia Pacific, and North Big Horn Hospital and Clinic. 

If you have any questions about the job or the location, please contact Shawn Heinert, District Rangeland Management Specialist at (307) 548-5305 or email him at sheinert@fs.fed.us or contact Dave Hogen,  District Ranger, at (307) 548-5301 or email him at dhogen@fs.fed.us

We encourage you to express interest through the utilization of the attached form.



OUTREACH NOTICE FORM
GS-0454-05/07/09, Medicine Wheel/Paintrock RD
BIGHORN NATIONAL FOREST


NAME:___________________________________________________

E-Mail ADDRESS:___________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS:_________________________________________

                                     
TELEPHONE NUMBER:_______________________________________

GOVERNMENT AGENCY EMPLOYED WITH:_____USFS  _____BLM     _____OTHER

TYPE OF APPOINTMENT:_____PERMANENT     _____TEMPORARY     _____TERM

                                             _____VRA                     _____PWD                      _____OTHER

CURRENT REGION/FOREST/DISTRICT:_________________________________

CURRENT SERIES AND GRADE:_______________________________________

CURRENT POSITION TITLE: __________________________________________

WORK EXPERIENCE APPLICABLE TO THIS POSITION: ________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________________________________________

IF NOT A CURRENT PERMANENT (CAREER OR CAREER-CONDITIONAL) EMPLOYEE, ARE YOU ELIGIBLE TO BE REHIRED UNDER ANY OF THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL AUTHORITIES?
	_____PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
	_____VETERANS RECRUITMENT ACT
	_____DISABLED VETERANS WITH 30% COMPENSABLE DISABILITY
	_____VETERANS EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES ACT OF 1998
	_____FORMER PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER
	_____PATHWAYS PROGRAM
	_____OTHER______________________________________________

Thank you for your interest in our vacancy!     
E-mail the notice to: sheinert@fs.fed.us 
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