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Rangeland management specialist
 GS-0454-07/09
 Reply by January 31, 2014
Position:

The Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison (GMUG) National Forest (NF) located in Western Colorado will be advertising a rangeland management specialist position. This permanent full-time position is located in the Paonia Ranger district in paonia, Colorado. This outreach notice is being circulated to inform prospective applicants of the upcoming opportunity and to identify the level of interest in this position.
Major Duties: At the full performance level, the rangeland management specialist will participate in administration of the livestock grazing program on the district. Provide expertise related to the utilization and management of rangeland resources which reflect local requirements and conditions, including seasons of use, number of livestock, range improvement development work, inventories of range resources, range protection measures, and other factors. Analyze domestic livestock ranges and incorporate data into management programs with full consideration for varying forage production and livestock management practices. Coordinate district involvement in the invasive plant species management program to effectively meet objectives for inventory, prevention, early detection and rapid response, control and management, landscape rehabilitation and restoration, and partnership development. 
Conduct range monitoring, allotment analysis, collection of condition and trend data, and development of grazing allotment management plans. Prepare and revise range management plans, landscape assessments, and conduct or participate in environmental assessments. Assure proper interdisciplinary coordination and range resource consideration necessary for integration with other district and Forest programs. Evaluating range management activities on allotments and pastures to determine compliance with approved policies, regulations, NEPA and management practices, including authorizations, conditions of existing range improvement structures, and distribution of livestock for utilization of forage consistent with protection of soil, water, and other resources. Initiate action to correct deficiencies observed. Cooperate with, consult and advise grazing permittees and organized livestock groups in all aspects of range management and administration. 
About the GMUG Forest:  The GMUG National Forest encompasses 5,000 square miles on the Western Slope of the Colorado Rockies, about 250 miles west of Denver, in west-central Colorado. The Forest has five Ranger Districts: Grand Valley district with offices in Collbran and Grand Junction, Paonia district in Paonia, Gunnison district in Gunnison, Ouray district office is in Montrose, and the Norwood district in Norwood. The Supervisor's office is located in Delta, Colorado. 

The GMUG NFs contain 3,163,131 acres with some of the most spectacular scenery in the Rockies with elevations ranging from 6,000 feet to over 14,000 feet. The climate at lower elevations is warm and arid while the high country is cold in the winter and warm most of the summer months. The Forest is an ideal winter and summer recreation area. The Forest has three ski areas, 43 communities, and a 12,000 square mile area of influence that includes a 250,000 population. Cost of living is one of the lowest in the country in lower elevations and among the highest in the country near the ski areas.   For additional forest information, visit the internal website: http://fsweb.gmug.r2.fs.fed.us/ and external web site: http://www.fs.fed.us/r2/gmug/ . 

Grazing Program Information:  The district issues term grazing permits to 53 ranchers to graze 8,000 cattle and 18,000 sheep. Permitttees follow annual operating instructions that are revised annually. The 53 permittees support over 50,000 acres of undeveloped open space in the North Fork Valley. Two groups of these ranchers have been recognized for outstanding Management of National Forest range lands – West Elk Livestock Association in 1997 and Campbell & Sons Ranch on the Terror Creek Allotment in 2004. Approximately 400 miles of fence, 1,700 stock ponds and other range improvements are maintained in cooperation with the permittees.
Community Information:  The Town of Paonia is in Delta, County and is located in the headwaters of the North Fork of the Gunnison River. It is home to approximately 1,500 residents. Another 5000 inhabitants can be found in surrounding areas, which include Hotchkiss approximately 10 miles west, and Delta which is the nearest larger town approximately 30 miles west with a population of about 6,500. Grand Junction has a population of 97,000 and is 60 miles from Paonia, (42 miles north of Delta on Hwy 50).  Paonia has an elevation of approximately 5600 feet.  The average family home is $233,000 with rent ranging between $700 and $1,000 a month.
Paonia is a great place to visit and a wonderful place to live. It is a small, rural agricultural community that provides all the "necessities of life".  Hotchkiss, has a supermarket chain and Dollar Store.  Paonia has an elementary, middle and high school.  There is a health clinic that is staffed with four doctors and two dentist offices. Ground and air ambulance is available as well as search and rescue. Delta has an excellent modern general medical and surgical hospital with many doctors and dentists available.  A regional hospital is available in Grand Junction.  There are 22 churches in Paonia and most faiths are located within a 20-mile radius. There are two newspapers that are published weekly: Delta County Independent and High Country Shopper.   

The climate is exceptional with warm summer temperatures in the 90s, accompanied by a cool breeze. Autumn is crowned with beautiful colors with winter temperatures averaging a low of 24 degrees. The average annual rainfall is about 14 inches and is about 50 inches for snow.  For additional information we suggest contacting the Commerce at P.O. Box 366, Paonia, CO 81428, http://www.paoniachamber.com , or (970) 527-3886 for further information regarding the area.
The Paonia Ranger District is primarily a recreation and range district with signification mineral potential within the Gunnison National Forest; it has a staff of 12 full time employees and 3-4 seasonal employees that provide management and services.  Vegetation and topography are typical of higher elevation Rocky Mountains. Elevations on the district range from 8,500 to 12,000 feet. Both the northern and southern portions of the district are dominated by large mesas with gently rolling topography.  
The district provides protection and management as specified in the Forest’s Land and Resource Management Plan for 478,456 acres of National Forest System land. Approximately two hundred and forty-four thousand acres are managed as designated wilderness. Portions of both the West Elk (180,000 acres) and Raggeds (64,000 acres) wilderness areas are located within the district.  The district provides spring, summer and fall habitat for approximately 6,500 elk and 17,000 deer and also support habitat for 314 different species of wildlife and fish. It is considered to be one of the best big game hunting areas in Colorado. The presence of 18 commercial outfitter and guide operations on the district attest to its popularity as a hunting area. Thousands of miles of streams and numerous lakes and reservoirs provide fishing opportunities. The district has about 250,000 acres of land suitable for grazing.
There are three developed campgrounds, one picnic ground, 45 miles of road suitable for passenger car travel, around 400 miles of road and jeep trails suitable for travel with high clearance vehicles and over 274 miles of foot and horse trails. A designated Colorado Scenic and Historic Byway traverses a portion of the district. Each year people enjoy 140,000 recreation visitor days of camping, hiking, picnicking, trail riding, hunting, fishing, snowmobiling and cross-country skiing.

Large reserves of coal and natural gas underlay much of the district. There are presently approximately 18 gas wells and one pipeline in the district. The socio-economic setting for the district involves rural lifestyles centered along the North Fork of the Gunnison River and includes the communities of Paonia, Hotchkiss, Crawford and Somerset. The local economy is dominated by agriculture, coal mining, big game hunting and local retail businesses. For additional information please visit the site http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/gmug/about-forest/districts/?cid=stelprdb5182265  for further information regarding the district.
Responding to Outreach:  If you are interested in this position, complete the attached outreach form and please send to Lisa Van Amburg, PO Box 1030, Paonia, CO 81428, fax to (970) 527 - 4151 or e-mail to lvanamburg@fs.fed.us.   
Please note:  The purpose of this Outreach Notice is to determine the potential applicant pool for this position and to establish the appropriate method and area of consideration for the advertisements.  Responses received from this outreach notice will be relied upon to make this determination. 
OUTREACH RESPONSE FORM
Rangeland Management Specialist GS-0454-07/09
Paonia, CO, Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison NF

USDA Forest Service, R2-Rocky Mountain Region

Please respond by January 31, 2014 to:

Lisa Van Amburg at lvanamburg@fs.fed.us, or PO BOX 1030, Paonia, CO 81428; or fax (970) 527-4151 
(You may also contact her at (970) 527-4131 x. 4261 for specific questions about this position.)
Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _________________________________________

Phone Number: __________________________ Work, Home or Mobile?

Employer: FS Unit________________________ Other ________________________________

Location: ____________________________________________________________________

Tour: Permanent ____ Temporary____ Student/Intern____ Contractor____ Other_____

Current Position Title: __________________________________________________________

Series/grade if Federal Employee: __________________________

How did you hear about this position? _____________________________________________

Agency Contact_____________________________ Other_____________________________

If not a current permanent employee, are you eligible to be hired under any of the following special authorities?

_____ Schedule A (Person with Disability)
_____ Veterans Recruitment Act
_____ Veterans Employment Opportunities Act Of 1998

_____ Former Peace Corps Volunteer

_____ Pathways Program (Students and Recent Graduates)

_____ Other ________________________________________________

Submission of this form is voluntary – Thank you for your interest
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