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Outreach Notice
for
RANGE TECHNICIAN
 GS-0455-5/6/7
Pleasant Valley Ranger District
Young, Arizona

Vacancy Announcement – The purpose of this Outreach Notice is to inform prospective applicants of an upcoming opportunity and determine interest in the position.  

The Position:  
The Pleasant Valley Ranger District of the Tonto NF is seeking interested candidates to apply for the District Range Technician GS-0455-5/6/7 position.  The duty station for this position is located in Young, Arizona.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Range Technician posityion is currently supervised by the District Ranger.  This position assists in the administration of the rangeland resource management program on the Pleasant Valley Ranger District of the Tonto National Forest (TNF). There are 22 active grazing allotments, of which 21 are year-long and 1 is summer-seasonal.  This position will potentially be supervised by a GS-454-9 Rangeland Management Specialist who in turn will be supervised by a Zone Range Staff out of Payson, AZ.

Major duties and work emphasis of this position will be grazing permit compliance, AOI planning and monitoring, inspect structural range improvements, support to other resource functions and data collection, participates in noxious plant control.  The incumbent serves as a member of District Interdisciplinary Teams (IDT).  A working knowledge of grazing laws, regulations and policy is critical.  The incumbent is responsible for documenting work for the range program.  Incumbent is responsible for the implementation of an active monitoring program, and prioritization of subordinate activities to meet established goals and targets.  Communication and coordination skills are vital for work in this position. This position is also responsible for maintaining permitted and actual use records and documenting range inspections in Infra.  Knowledge of or ability to develop GIS skills is beneficial to this position.

Other duties include knowledge and use of range improvements/betterments, monitoring techniques, and management of computer data base programs (I-Web).  Important skills required for the job involve effective computer use, all-terrain vehicle use, trailering of stock and equipment, and knowledge of horse maintenance and use.  A strong background in NEPA, threatened and endangered species, soils, and watershed resources is useful, as well as knowledge of native plants and noxious/invasive weeds.  The position will require extensive field travel.

If you would like additional information about this position, please contact Don Luhrsen at 928-462-4300 or by email at dluhrsen@fs.fed.us .





Pleasant Valley Ranger District
Tonto National Forest

The District

The Pleasant Valley Ranger District encompasses 427,600 acres, with another 10,800 acres of private land within District boundaries.  The District is surrounded by mountains and lies in the heart of the Tonto National Forest.  At an elevation of 5,177 feet, the town is located halfway between the Mogollon Rim and Roosevelt Lake.  The District is located below the Mogollon Rim in the transition zone between the ponderosa pine forest of the Colorado Plateau and the Sonoran Desert to the south.  Ponderosa pine, mixed conifer and piñion/juniper are the dominant vegetation types.  The District has a mix of resource programs including forestry, range, fir/fuels, wildlife, recreation, lands and minerals.

Average annual precipitation ranges from approximately 19 inches in the lower elevations to over 30 inches in the ponderosa pine/mixed conifer forests.  Elevations range from near 3,500 feet in the northern Sonoran desert shrub type to 7,800 feet in the ponderosa pine/mixed conifer type.  The landforms range from relatively flat mesas to extremely steep, rugged mountains and escarpments.  Major streams include Cherry and Haigler Creeks that originate near the “Rim” and flow south through the District.

The District has a very active fire management program, with an extensive prescribed burning program in all vegetation types.  The District averages 65 wildfires per year.  Wildland/urban interface issues exist with the Town of Young, and 8 subdivisions.  

Three wilderness areas provide excellent opportunities for solitude.  Cultural resources are rich and extensive.  Recreation facilities include five developed campgrounds, numerous popular “throw down” sites, and picnic areas.  The Tonto National Forest attracts more visitors than any other national forest in the United States.  Forest Road 512 a scenic byway.

The timber management program is very important for achieving forest health and hazardous fuels treatment objectives, particularly in the ponderosa pine forests.  The program is zoned with the Payson District, which represents the bulk of the Tonto’s forestry program.

The wildlife resource is exceptional, with large elk herds and other big game species.  The District has species of fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and plants listed as Threatened, Endangered or Sensitive, including Chiricaua Leopard Frogs and Mexican spotted owls.

The Pleasant Valley Ranger District has extensive cultural resources.  These resources are both historic and prehistoric.  Some prehistoric sites include Indian cliff dwellings.  The historic sites are related to the “Pleasant Valley War”, and early mining and ranching.  Young began as a cattle ranching community in the 1880’s.
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Community Information

The Pleasant Valley Ranger District is located in Young, Arizona.  Young is a small, remote community of about 800 people in the northeast portion of Gila County.  Young, an unincorporated community, is surrounded by mountains and lies in the heart of Pleasant Valley.  The town became semi-famous as the site of the Pleasant Valley War between the Grahams and the Tewksburys.  The community eventually became known as Young in honor of long-time citizen Miss Ola Young, who served as the town’s first Postmistress for 50 years.

Young is accessible via graveled roads on Forest Road 512, from state Highway 260 on the Rim and state Highway 288 on the east side of Roosevelt Lake.  The nearest full service community is Payson, Arizona, approximately 60 miles or a 1 ¼ -hour drive from Young.  Payson population is 14,000.  Globe, Arizona is located 68 miles southeast of Young, 34 miles of which is gravel road.  Globe’s population is 8,000.  This route is approximately a 1 ½ -hour drive.  Phoenix is 150 miles from Young, a 3-hour drive. 

Young has an accredited school system with grades K-12.  The school system also provides vocational training in computers, agriculture and construction.  Eastern Arizona University has branches in Globe and Payson.  Some extension classes are also held in Young.  Churches in Young are Baptist, LDS and non-denominational.  Young has two small convenience stores with one having gas, an auto garage, video rentals, one cafe, two motels and the U.S. Post Office.  Young also has a Volunteer Fire Department, a community center, a public library and a small medical center.  The medical center has a Physician Assistant and Medical Doctor that are available certain days of the week.

The community is primarily a retirement and second home community.  Half of the population is 50 years of age or older.  The cattle ranches are mostly owner-operated, offering few job opportunities.  The Young Public School and the Forest Service are the area’s largest employers.  The Arizona Department of Transportation, Gila county road maintenance, the post office and library each employ two or three individuals.  The few local businesses are owner-operated and service-oriented.  Additional self-employed people provide construction, lawn care, housekeeping or other personal services.

The Gila County Board of Supervisors governs Young.  It also has an unofficial Community Council that manages the arena and Community Center and coordinates various affairs for the town.  Two deputy sheriffs, as well as a certified volunteer fire department serve the Young Community.  Young has several emergency medical technicians and an emergency vehicle.  The Department of Public Safety and Air-Evac helicopters provide emergency transportation to city hospitals.  

The climate is fairly mild with a normal growing season.  High temperatures in the summer months range from the mid 80’s to mid 90’s, with the lows in the mid to high 50’s.  High temperatures in the winter months range from the mid 50’s to high 60’s, with the lows in the teens to 20’s.  Below zero temperatures do occur approximately one to three days per year.  Several inches of snow are not unusual, occurring periodically through the winter months.  Hunting opportunities in the area include deer, elk, bear, turkey, javelina, and various small game animals.   There are also several trout streams, including Canyon Creek, which is an “artificial lure only” stream. The Arizona Game and Fish Department Canyon Creek Fish Hatchery occurs on the north end of the District.



Informational Websites


Tonto National Forest Web site:
http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/tonto/

Young, AZ Weather information:
http://www.weather.com/weather/local/USAZ0272?from=search_city

Gila County web site:
http://www.co.gila.az.us/default.aspx

City data:
http://www.city-data.com/city/Young-Arizona.html

Local Info:
http://www.youngaz.com/



If you are interested…
If you are interested in this position, please respond by completing the attached Outreach Response Form and returning it to Don Luhrsen, dluhrsen@fs.fed.us or fax: (928) 462-4346.
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USDA Non-Discrimination Statement
Revised 6/8/2005

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

	
TONTO  NATIONAL FOREST

	OUTREACH NOTICE FORM  

	POSITION TITLE: Range Technician

	[bookmark: Text26]UNIT:  Pleasant Valley Ranger District     



	NAME:
	     

	E-MAIL ADDRESS:
	     

	MAILING ADDRESS:
	     

	STREET ADDRESS:
	     

	CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE:
	     

	TELEPHONE:
	     



CURRENT STATUS:
	Agency:

	[bookmark: Check1] |_|  USFS
	[bookmark: Check2] |_|  BLM
	[bookmark: Check4] |_|  Other

	Type of Appointment:

	 |_|  Permanent
	 |_|  Temporary
	 |_|  Term
	 |_|  VRA
	 |_|  PWD
	 |_|  Other

	Region:

	      

	Forest:

	      

	District:

	      

	Series:

	      

	Grade:

	      

	Position Title:

	      


· 
	If you are not currently a permanent (career or career conditional) employee, are you eligible to be hired under any of the following special authorities?

	

	People with Disabilities
	|_|

	Veterans Readjustment Authority
	|_|

	Disabled Veterans w/30% Compensable Disability
	|_|

	Veterans Employment Opportunities Act of 1998
	|_|

	Former Peace Corps Volunteer
	|_|

	Student Career Experience Program
	|_|

	Other
	|_|  



Thank you for your interest in our Vacancy!

	Please return your completed form to Nancy Simmons by October 12, 2013.

	

	E-mail: 
	nsimmons@fs.fed.us

	

	FAX:
	928-462-4346

	

	Surface Mail:
	Pleasant Valley Ranger District
Attn:  Nancy Simmons
PO Box 450
[bookmark: Text30]Young, Arizona 85554     
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