
INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES
DEPARTMENT OF AGRONOMY & HORTICULTURE

GRADUATE RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIP

(Rangeland Ecology & Management)
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL), Department of Agronomy and Horticulture, invites applications for an M.S. or Ph.D. graduate research assistantship.  Research will focus on resilience of rangeland plant communities to drought and ecosystem responses (including root production, soil carbon and nitrogen dynamics, and soil microbial composition and mass) to stocking density and length and timing of grazing periods in the Nebraska Sandhills. This research will build on a long-term grazing ecology project conducted on UNL’s Barta Brothers Ranch and collaborating ranches in the eastern Sandhills. The student will lead in study design and implementation as well as share in overall project management, and assist other graduate students and their advisors with rangeland ecology research.  Opportunities will be provided to gain teaching experience in rangeland ecology and management, participate in professional scientific societies, and travel to professional meetings.  Desired candidates will have demonstrated interest in rangeland ecology or related field, high scholastic achievement, excellent verbal and written communication skills, and ability to work effectively with a team.
Interested applicants should contact Dr. Jerry Volesky, jvolesky@unl.edu, 308-696-6710 or Dr. Walter Schacht, wschacht@unl.edu, 402-472-0205 for more information.
Qualifications:
B.S. or M.S. degree with appropriate academic credentials.  The qualifying degree must be completed before the GRA start date. 

Current Stipend:
Graduate Research Assistantship Stipend:



M.S. Student:   
Annual Basis - $22,461    Monthly Basis - $1,872  


Ph.D. Student:
Annual Basis - $24,174    Monthly Basis - $2,014
Tuition Waiver: 
A tuition waiver of up to 12 credit hours 
per semester and 12 credit hours during summer sessions is provided with the GRA.  The value of this tuition waiver to the student is $224 per credit hour for residents or $604 per credit hour for non-residents.

Health Insurance:
Students on assistantships are provided health insurance at a reduced rate.

GRA Availability:
1/1/2014
Application:

Formal application (including GRE) for graduate studies is required. Follow the admission instructions at: http://www.unl.edu/gradstudies/    (Note:  The official transcripts must be forwarded directly to the on-line address, but the three letters of recommendation should be sent to the below address.  




Graduate Chair



Department of Agronomy & Horticulture



University of Nebraska‑Lincoln



PO Box 830914



Lincoln, NE 68583‑0914



Phone:

402‑472‑1560



FAX:

402‑472‑7904



E‑Mail:
 
AGRO_HORT_GradChair@unl.edu
UNL is committed to a pluralistic campus community through Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity. UNL does not discriminate in its employment. admissions

or related service programs. Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity/Diversity questions maybe directed to the Office for Affirmative Action and Diversity Programs, 127 Administration Building, P. 0. Box 80437, UNL, Lincoln, NE 68588‑0437, or by telephoning 402472‑3417 (or TDD, 402/472‑9522). Employment eligibility verification is required for all new hires pursuant to the Immigration and Control Act of 1986. We assure reasonable accommodation under the Americans With Disabilities Act.

