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Vacancy Announcement
USDA Forest Service, Southern Region

National Forests in Alabama

Conecuh Ranger District
Assistant Fire Management Officer
GS-462-8/9 
This job will be filled using 
Open Continuous Recruitment (OCR) Vacancy Announcements:
OCRP-462-DZAFMO(M)-8/9G for Merit

OCRP-462-DZAFMO(M)-8/9DP for Demo

Please see these announcements at www.USAjobs.gov.

We anticipate pulling a referral list of candidates on August 16, 2013, 

so please ensure you have your application posted by this date, 

and you have checked Andalusia, Alabama for the duty station location.
THE POSITION
The National Forests in Alabama, Conecuh Ranger District, is advertising an Assistant Fire Management Officer position (GS-462-8/9).  The incumbent is responsible for providing operational oversight of fire suppression and prescribed burning activities.
The duty station for the Conecuh Ranger District is Andalusia, Alabama.
The Assistant Fire Management Officer is a permanent full-time position.  This position reports to the District Fire Management Officer.  Duties of the position include:

· Performing, and supervising employees in fire prevention, preparedness, detection, resource rehabilitation, mobilization, prescribed fire, aviation operations, and training programs.
· Conducting field reconnaissance of proposed prescribed burn units, making recommendations on appropriate treatment techniques for meeting management objectives, drafting prescribed burn plans to meet those objectives, implementing approved prescribed burn plans, and performing post-burn evaluation and documentation. 
· Ensuring preparedness of wildland fire suppression equipment and personnel. 
· Providing oversight during initial and extended attack fires, directing fireline activities and tactics of dispersed firefighters, resources, equipment, and aircraft. 
· Monitoring weather and fire behavior, and communicating changes to strategy and tactics; coordinating with dispatch office regarding current fire behavior and fire conditions, release of resources, and other logistical considerations. 
· Actively participating in analysis of incident objectives, strategies and tactics, safety, cost effectiveness/efficiency, After Action Reviews. 
· Providing leadership and direction to subordinates in the recognition and mitigation of environmental and workplace hazards of the wildland fire environment following applicable laws, policies, and guidelines. 
· Coordinating wildland fire and aviation related training courses and may serve as an instructor at the local, regional and interagency levels. Identifying wildland fire training needs for unit personnel and submits training nominations. 
· Planning and directing overall work to be accomplished by subordinate employees, setting and adjusting priorities, and preparing schedules for completion of work. 
· Negotiating and coordinating work projects with other unit managers and supervisors. 
· This position is subject to medical monitoring program. This position participates in wildland firefighting activities. Taking and passing the Work Capacity Test at the arduous level is a condition of employment.  This is a secondary firefighter position under 5 USC 8336(c) (CSRS) and 8412(d) (FERS). Prior wildland firefighting experience is required. 

THE FOREST
The Conecuh National Forest covers 84,000 acres in the coastal plain of South Alabama.  We are located in “the heart of longleaf country” as part of a large landscape of partner properties with more than a million acres dedicated to restoration of longleaf pine associated ecosystems.   Longleaf pine ecosystem restoration is the mission that drives our management activities.  These activities include prescribe burning 30,000 acres annually, harvesting 12,000 ccf of timber per year to restore longleaf pine to appropriate sites, recovery of endangered red-cockaded woodpeckers, reintroduction of the threatened indigo snake, and providing a variety of developed and dispersed recreation opportunities.  Hunting of deer, turkey, and quail are especially popular recreational activities.  Natural sinkhole ponds, pitcher plant bogs, and other wetlands are signature natural communities on the Conecuh that support the highest diversity of reptiles and amphibians of any U.S. national forest.

The District is active in supporting conservation education programs and ecological research.  Our list of partners is growing, and includes Auburn University’s Solon Dixon Forestry Education Center, the Covington County Forestry Planning Committee, The Longleaf Alliance, and the Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership (GCPEP).
District employees work as an integrated mission-driven team with strong traditions of innovation, partnerships, and accomplishment.  We pride ourselves in being a small district with a big vision. 
THE COMMUNITY

Andalusia has a small town atmosphere with a generous complement of Southern hospitality and old-fashioned values of welcoming neighbors and strangers alike.  Most goods and services are readily available.  Population is around 10,000.  It is located in South Alabama about 20 miles north of the Florida state line, 1 1/2 hours from the Forest Supervisor’s office in Montgomery, and less than 1 1/2 hours from Gulf Coast beaches.  Timber and agriculture are mainstays of the area.  Other manufacturing includes clothing and carpet manufacturing.  

The school system in Andalusia and surrounding Covington County is considered one of the best in the state.  The community has full service hospital/health care services as well as abundant churches of most denominations.  Recreation resources include developed camping on National Forests/State Parks, reservoirs and ponds for boating and fishing, and lengthy hunting seasons with liberal bag limits.  

There is no government housing available, but housing in the community is readily available for both rental and purchase.  Real estate prices range from 80’s and up for average family dwellings.  Colleges and universities in the area include Troy University located approximately one hour from Andalusia.  Lurleen B. Wallace State Community College is located in Andalusia.  MacArthur State Technical College is located in Opp,  approximately 20 minutes east.  

CONTACTS  

To express interest in this position or obtain more information on this opportunity, please contact Tim Mersmann, District Ranger, at (334) 222-2555 (ext 101) or tmersmann@fs.fed.us ; or Michael Heard, District FMO, at (334) 222-2555 (ext 104) or mheard@fs.fed.us ; or return the attached outreach form.
OUTREACH RESPONSE FORM

Assistant Fire Management Officer

GS-462-8/9 

Conecuh Ranger District

National Forests in Alabama
Please return your completed response form by: August 14, 2013
If you are interested in this opportunity and/or plan on applying for this vacancy, please return this Outreach Response Form electronically to tmersmann@fs.fed.us or mail to Tim Mersmann, 24481 Alabama Highway 55, Andalusia, AL  36420.
Name:






Email:







Mailing Address:













Phone Number:













If Current Federal Employee, Agency Employed With:   
____USFS,   ____BLM,   ____OTHER________

If Current Federal Employee, Type of Appointment:  
 ____Perm    ____Temp    ____Term




   



 ____VRA      ____PWD    ____Other

Current FS Employee, Region/Forest/District:










Current Series and Grade:












Current Position Title:













Please briefly describe your qualifications/interest for this position:













































































If you are not a current permanent (career or career conditional) employee, indicate if you are you eligible to be hired under any of the following special authorities:  


_____Person with Disabilities


_____Veterans Recruitment Act


_____Disabled Veterans with 30% Compensable Disability


_____Veterans Employment Opportunities Act of 1998


_____Former Peace Corps Volunteer


_____Pathways Internship Program


_____Other ______________________________________________________

How did you learn of this vacancy? ______________________________________________

Thank you for your interest and response![image: image1.png]



