Vacancy Announcement is posted on USAJOBS
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USDA Forest Service, Southern Region (R-8)

Kisatchie National Forest

Catahoula Ranger District

The Kisatchie National Forest is filling one GS-0430-9/11, Zone Botanist, which is a non-supervisory position.  This position is a permanent, full-time position with a duty station of Bentley, Louisiana.  This notification is being circulated to inform prospective applicants of this opportunity.  The vacancy announcement for this position is posted on the U.S. Government’s official website for employment opportunities at, www.usajobs.gov .    

	Title, GS-Series-Grade:
	Zone Botanist, GS-0430-9/11

	District/Unit:
	Catahoula Ranger District

	Announcement Opens on USAJOBS:
	April 25, 2013

	Announcement Closes on USAJOBS:
	May 15, 2013


	Who may apply
	Announcement Number
	Link to Job Announcement and Additional Information

	Public
	13-1108060001-1349DP-MW
	13-1108060001-1349DP-MW

	Status
	13-1108060001-1349G-MW
	13-1108060001-1349G-MW


About the Position

This position is located on a Forest Service district with zone responsibilities for both the Catahoula and Winn Ranger Districts on the Kisatchie National Forest.  

The incumbent would serve as the botanical specialist, and be responsible for management, monitoring, and study of threatened, endangered, sensitive and conservation (TESC) plant species, as well as their habitats and associated natural communities.  Management and monitoring non-native invasive plants (NNIP) is also a central function of this position. 
The incumbent would participate on interdisciplinary teams to plan and implement field surveys, develop specialist reports and other documents related to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and provide the coordination necessary for the effective management of TESC and NNIP species.  
The incumbent would make on-the-ground investigations of complex conditions in support of botanical and other resource project accomplishments and prepare biological assessments and biological evaluations for proposed projects on the Forest. 

The incumbent would be responsible for the collection and entry of data into NRIS/TESP, I-Web and FACTS, as well as the analysis and interpretation of population trends, development of management recommendations as necessary, and the preparation of annual monitoring reports.
The incumbent would also be required to support fire management activities, including prescribed fire and wildland fire suppression.
About the Forest

The Kisatchie National Forest covers over 604,000 acres in central and northern Louisiana.  It is characterized by extensive native pine forests comprised of Longleaf, Loblolly, Shortleaf and Slash pine.  The Forest is recognized for its year-round outdoor recreation opportunities including hunting and fishing, the Kisatchie Hills Wilderness and numerous OHV, hiking, bicycle, and horseback riding trails.  There is one National Scenic River Corridor on the Forest, as well as 10 Louisiana Natural and Scenic Rivers.
The Kisatchie National Forest has five district offices in the communities of Gardner, Bellwood, Homer, Bentley, and Winnfield.  The production of timber commodities is a major function of the Forest.  There is also an active fire program, with an annual prescribed fire target of about 130,000 acres.
For additional forest information, browse the Forest Service internet site, http://www.fs.usda.gov/kisatchie/
About the Districts
The Catahoula and Winn Ranger Districts are comprised of approximately 226,000 acres of public land.  These two Districts have a large timber program, with combined annual sales of approximately 70,000 CCF.  The Catahoula National Wildlife Management Preserve is one of only a few such preserves in the U.S. Forest Service, and is located on the border between the two districts.
The Catahoula and Winn Ranger Districts are botanically diverse.  Extensive native pine forests of Longleaf, Shortleaf and Loblolly pine are characteristic of this area.  Some natural communities within these pine forests include tallgrass prairies, saline prairies, bottomland hardwood forests, cypress swamps, pitcher plant bogs, xeric sandylands, and baygalls.  Because of this diversity, there are dozens of TESC plant species and a flora that contains more than 2,500 taxa.  
The District office is located near Bentley, Louisiana, approximately 15 miles north of the communities of Alexandria and Pineville.  These two communities and their surrounding areas offer good housing opportunities, numerous public and private schools, shopping, restaurants, churches, and several medical facilities. Commuting times to the District Office would be from 20 minutes to 40 minutes for Pineville and Alexandria.
About the Community
Bentley, LA is located 10 miles north of the Alexandria/Pineville, Louisiana METRO area (population 50,000).  Alexandria/Pineville is a full service city with several four year Colleges and Universities, regional shopping opportunities including a mall, regional hospitals, a zoo, and a regional Airport with connecting service to Houston, Atlanta, Dallas and Memphis.  Alexandria was named one of National Geographic's Top 100 Adventure Towns for 2012. The outdoor experience in Rapides Parish includes hiking, biking, canoeing, camping, and bird-watching in Kisatchie National Forest, or near area lakes.  
Housing is available with homes in the $60,000 to $250,000 price range.  Rental property is also available with an average of $400 to $600 per month.  There is no government housing available.  Taxes within the state are generally low to moderate, and homestead exemption still exists.  The overall cost of living would be considered moderate.
Additional Information

If you are interested in more information about this position, please contact either:

Charles Patterson, District Ranger, cpatterson@fs.fed.us.
Dave Moore, Forest Botanist, davemoore@fs.fed.us.
Or by phone at: 318-765-3554
Or by mail at:  5325 LA Highway 8, Bentley, LA 71407
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