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Vacancy Announcement 

Vacancy announcements 13-06040004-5056G-JJ  (Merit- Internal)

Opens 04/16/2013 and Closes 04/26/2013

Vacancy Announcement  13-06040004-5056DP-JJ  (DEMO)

Opens 04/16/2013 – Closes 04/22/2013

GS-0455-05 

PSE-18/8
Range Technician
Region 6, Malheur National Forest
The Malheur National Forest is filling three GS-0455 – Range Technician positions, PSE – 18/8 with duty stations in Hines, John Day and Prairie City. Oregon.  Note: Permanent Seasonal Employee (PSE) positions work 18 pay periods and are then placed into non-pay status for 8 pay periods. If interested in further information, contact Sue Burton at 541-820-3849, Kelly Ware at 541-575- 3432  and Cedric Selby at 541-573-4314.
These additional positions are the result of the Accelerated Restoration Program related to forest health that the Malheur National Forest is implementing
The vacancy announcement are  posted at the USA Jobs website, the U.S. Government’s official site for jobs and employment information:  http://www.usajobs.opm.gov.  

Vacancy announcements 13-06040004-5056G-JJ  (Merit- Internal)  Opens 04/16/2013 and Closes 04/26/2013

Vacancy Announcement  13-06040004-5056DP-JJ  (DEMO) Opens 04/16/2013 – Closes 04/22/2013

Applicants need to indicate HINES, JOHN DAY, or PRAIRIE CITY, OREGON as one of their geographic locations to be considered for these positions.  To ensure consideration, you need to apply for this position by the closing dates as we plan to request a list of qualified candidates (referral list) soon after those dates.



The Position:
· Assists specialists in planning rangeland management support projects that are without clear precedents or guides.  Checks range allotments to assess appropriate time to graze, compliance with management plans and operating instructions, number of livestock, herding procedures, salting, range improvement, maintenance, and the need for additional range improvements such as fences or water development. Inspects allotments before and after grazing for trespass stock and if found, gathers necessary brands, numbers, dates, and locations. 

· Inspects structural range improvements and notifies supervisor of needed maintenance.  Recommends the construction or abandonment of range improvements such as fences, water developments, etc. 

· May lead small crews in construction and/or maintenance of range improvements.
· Participates in plant control or type conversion by flagging boundaries, operating equipment, carrying out kill studies, or reseeding. 
· Using accepted indicator plants, determines range readiness dates and advises supervisor. 

· Checks allotments before and after grazing season for trespass stock. If trespass stock is found, gathers necessary brands, numbers, dates, locations, etc., and may supervise a crew of riders in gathering and corralling such stock. 

· Performs a variety of computations and assessment of standard rangeland management data to prepare the data for interpretative use of inclusion in reports. Prepares charts, graphs, and/or reports using well-established specified procedures. Notes and reports on conditions such as range utilization, grazing impact, soil erosion, violations, or needed maintenance.  Makes a number of measurements using a variety of instruments. Performs computations that require judgment and knowledge of the nature of the sources and use of the data.

· Estimates production and potential production of a site based on various sampling techniques. Estimates the utilization of available forage by all grazing animals and determines as closely as possible the percent of use by each class of animal. 

· Participates in noxious plant control, seeding, or similar projects by flagging boundaries, operating equipment, and carrying out kill studies. Identifies plant specimens in the field and collects and prepares specimens. Identifies plants and noxious weeds and determines how they grow. Applies the proper chemicals to control noxious weeds.
Additional desired abilities include: 

· Knowledge of range and wildlife management principles in order to deal with resource management problems

· Ability to install and read transects, clipping cages, and other instruments for gathering data in range and wildlife management

· Knowledge of ArcGIS, working with Trimble and Garmin GPS units, mapping and aerial photo interpretation to delineate essential allotment boundaries, range improvements, invasive species inventory/treatment and allotment analysis data

· Skill in the operation of hand and power tools and equipment in order to perform and/or lead others in the construction and maintenance of range improvements

· Knowledge of range and wildlife improvement structures in order to build, supervise, or inspect work when constructing improvements

· Knowledge of trailering, packing, riding, and caring for livestock and tack in order to reach sections of rangeland inaccessible by motor vehicle.
LOCATION:  The Blue Mountain Ranger District is located in the Malheur National Forest Headquarters in John Day, Oregon.  The Prairie City Ranger District is located on Highway 26 in Prairie City, Oregon, 13 miles east of John Day, Oregon and the Emigrant Creek Ranger District is located on Highway 20 in Hines, Oregon, about 63 miles south of John Day, Oregon.
ABOUT THE AREA:  

John Day and Prairie City:  At the base of the beautiful Strawberry Mountain Range, lies the town of Prairie City (est. Popualtion 1100).  It has elementary, junior high and high school, a dental office, restaurants, Historic Hotel Prairie, an antique store, Bed and Breakfasts, and the historical Sumpter Valley Railroad Museum. The surrounding countryside is a combination of forested mountains, high desert plateaus, and rolling prairie.  Both communities, Prairie City and John Day, lie at the head of the John Day River Valley, the last major undammed tributary of the Columbia River.  The area offers unlimited outdoor recreational opportunities including hunting (elk, deer, upland birds), fishing, hiking, mountain biking/cycling, camping, beautiful scenery, winter sports such as cross country and back country skiing or snowmobiling.  It offers wide open, uncrowded spaces for those seeking peace and solitude.

The upper John Day River Valley is home to the majority of the 8000 residents of Grant County.  John Day/Canyon City constitutes the primary population "center" (est. Population 2500) and county seat.  It is a full service community with a hospital, medical and dental offices, elementary, junior high and high school, restaurants, motels, Bed and Breakfasts, city swimming pool and historical museums.  There is a County airport with a local flying club, fairgrounds, 4-H opportunities, soccer, baseball, and softball leagues.

The closest urban centers include Baker City, Oregon (1 ¼ hours northeast), La Grande, Oregon (2 hours northeast), Bend, Oregon (3 hours west), Boise, Idaho (3 hours east) and Pendleton, Oregon (3 hours north).

Hines:  The Emigrant Creek Ranger District office is located on the south side of the Burns/Hines community.  Burns/Hines is considered the gateway to the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge (36 miles) and the Steens Mountains located south of town (50 miles).  The Strawberry Mountains Wilderness (50 miles) and Malheur National Forest are located north and west of town. The area offers unlimited outdoor recreational opportunities including hunting (elk, deer, antelope, upland birds, waterfowl), fishing, horse riding, birding (especially during Spring migration), hiking, mountain biking/cycling, rock hounding, camping, dramatic scenery, history, winter sports such as cross country and back country skiing or snowmobiling. The approximate population of Burns/Hines is 4300. It is a full service community with a hospital, medical and dental offices, elementary, junior high, and high school,  two large grocery stores, hardware and ranch supply stores, clothing stores, several restaurants and large motels, two drug stores, several fitness centers, bed and breakfasts, city swimming pool, and public library.  Extension campuses for both Treasure Valley Community College and Eastern Oregon University are located in the community.

The closest urban centers include Bend, Oregon (2 hours west), Ontario, Oregon (2 hours east), and Boise, Idaho (3.5 hours east). 

FOREST OVERVIEW: The Malheur National Forest encompasses nearly a million and a half acres of wilderness, rangeland, and general forest, in the majestic Blue Mountains of North Eastern Oregon.  It sustains a diversity of vegetation ranging from juniper-sagebrush woodlands and bunchgrass grasslands to high elevation alpine forests of subalpine fir and whitebark pine.  Extensive tracts of ponderosa pine, western larch, Douglas-fir, grand fir and lodgepole forests occur between the juniper/grassland foothills and alpine peaks, the highest of which is Strawberry Mountain at 9041 feet.  The majority of the Forest lies in Grant and Harney counties, with portions in Baker and Malheur counties.  State Highway 395 bisects the Forest north-to-south,  and Highway 26 from east-to-west.  The Forest has three Ranger Districts:  Blue Mountain, Prairie City to the north, and the Emigrant Creek Ranger District to the south.

If you love uncrowded outdoor recreation, you’ve just found your new home.  The area boasts over 600 miles of recreation trails (hiking, horseback, mountain bike, snowmobile, and cross-country skiing); 29 campgrounds; fantastic boating and fishing on numerous rivers, streams, and lakes, including two Wild and Scenic Rivers; great hunting opportunities abound; beauty and solitude in the Strawberry Mountain and Monument Rock Wilderness areas; journey into ancient Oregon at the National Park Service-John Day Fossil Beds - recreation opportunities abound in Grant and Harney Counties!
Other Community Information

John Day and Prairie City:
Average housing price: $150,000-$200,000

Populations:  John Day 3,000, Prairie City 1,100

Access:  Hwy 395 and Hwy 26

Active Parks and Recreation Department

Unique museums

Community swimming pool in John Day

Hines:
Average housing price: $90,000-$110,000

Population:  Burns 2806, Hines 1563

Access: Hwy 395 and Hwy 20

Comprehensive health care services

Civic Organizations

Websites for further information: 

Malheur National Forest: http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/malheur/

Grant County Chamber of Commerce: http://www.gcoregonlive.com/ 

Harney County Chamber of Commerce at: http://www.harneycounty.com/
USDA Non-Discrimination Statement  (Revised 6/8/2005)
“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
_1010848199.doc
[image: image1.png]Malheur National Forest







