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OUTREACH ANNOUNCEMENT

GS-0454-5/7/9 
Permanent Full Time
Rangeland Management Specialist

Duty Station:  John Day, Oregon
The Malheur National Forest is currently seeking a candidate for a permanent full time Rangeland Management Specialist, GS-0454-5/7/9 position located on the Blue Mountain Ranger District in John Day, Oregon.  The purpose of this outreach notice is to inform prospective applicants of this upcoming opportunity.  To express interest in this position, please complete the attached Outreach Interest Form and return by close of business on March 13, 2013.
	The Position:

The Blue Mountain Ranger District administers 58 grazing allotments over approximatly 643,000 acres totaling approximately 51,000 AUMs, and 1 Wild Horse Territory.  
· The primary duty for this position will be administration of term grazing permits in cooperation with a range technician and the supervisory rangeland manager for the district.
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Reviewing range management activities on subunits to determine compliance with approved policies, regulations and management practices, including authorizations, conditions of existing range improvement structures, and distribution of livestock for utilization of forage consistent with protection of soil, water, and other resources. Initiates action to correct deficiencies observed.  Records allotment inspections, conversations, and monitoring information for use by forest and regional decision makers.  
· Conduct annual meetings with permittees to produce operating instructions for the upcoming grazing year, as well as update or amend those instructions through the approval of the supervisory manager as needed.  
· Work with other Federal Agencies and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO) to implement range improvement projects on various allotments and will supervise the projects as they are being completed to ensure compliance with Forest Service standards. 
· The employee will assist the supervisory rangeland manager with environmental assessments and categorical exclusions to comply with the terms of NEPA.  
Advertisement for this position will be a single vacancy announcement on USAjobs (http: (http://www.usajobs.opm.gov).  All applicants that complete an outreach form will be contacted with vacancy announcement information and application due dates.

	WHY COME TO OREGON AND THE MALHEUR NF?

The Malheur National Forest has:

· The second largest grazing program in Region 6.

· Habitat for: summer steelhead, bull trout, spring chinook, cutthroat, redband and brook trout. The Middle Fork of the John Day River, the headwaters of which are located mostly on the Blue Mountain Ranger District is a regional priority for aquatic restoration. 

· Prescribed and wildfire programs among the largest in Region 6. 

· Some of the largest stands of ponderosa pine in the western United States. 

· Partnerships with tribal governments, schools, interest groups and many other organizations for Grants, Agreements and volunteer programs.




LOCATION:  The Blue Mountain Ranger District is located in the Malheur National Forest Headquarters in John Day, Oregon. Prairie City is located on Highway, 13 miles east of John Day, Oregon.
ABOUT THE AREA:  

The Malheur National Forest is nestled among the majestic Blue Mountains of Oregon, encompassing more than a million and half acres of wilderness, grasslands, forest and riparian ecosystems. The John Day River Valley affords unique opportunities for quality of home life, recreation, personal development, and rewarding work assignments.  The Federal Building in John Day houses the Malheur National Forest Headquarters, the Blue Mountain Ranger District, and offices for the National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, USDA Wildlife Services, and Bureau of Reclamation.

Blue Mountain Hospital in John Day is staffed with a full complement of physicians, a surgeon, a physician's assistant, and support personnel.  A rural residency program provides the pipeline to recruit new physicians and the high quality of life retains them. A major expansion of the Grant County Hospital was completed in 2003.

Elementary, Middle School, and High School levels of education are locally available with around 750 students enrolled from grades K-12. Eastern Oregon University, Blue Mountain Community College, and the EDNET communications network provide excellent nearby secondary education opportunities.  Extension service courses are offered regularly and in-service training, guest speakers and detail opportunities are provided and encouraged.  

Schools, health care, hotels, hardware stores, shopping, and government services are all locally available.  Both communities, Prairie City and John Day, lie at the head of the John Day River Valley, the last major undammed tributary of the Columbia River.  The area offers unlimited outdoor recreational opportunities including hunting (elk, deer, upland birds), fishing, hiking, mountain biking/cycling, camping, beautiful scenery, winter sports such as cross country and back country skiing or snowmobiling.  It offers wide open, uncrowded spaces for those seeking peace and solitude.

The upper John Day River Valley is home to the majority of the 8000 residents of Grant County.  John Day/Canyon City constitutes the primary population "center" (est. Population 2500) and county seat.  It is a full service community with a hospital, medical and dental offices, elementary, junior high and high school, restaurants, motels, Bed and Breakfasts, city swimming pool and historical museums.  There is a County airport with a local flying club, fairgrounds, 4-H opportunities, soccer, baseball, and softball leagues.

The closest urban centers include Baker City, Oregon (1 ¼ hours northeast), La Grande, Oregon (2 hours northeast), Bend, Oregon (3 hours west), Boise, Idaho (3 hours east) and Pendleton, Oregon (3 hours north).

FOREST OVERVIEW: The Malheur National Forest encompasses nearly a million and a half acres of wilderness, rangeland, and general forest, in the majestic Blue Mountains of North Eastern Oregon.  It sustains a diversity of vegetation ranging from juniper-sagebrush woodlands and bunchgrass grasslands to high elevation alpine forests of subalpine fir and whitebark pine.  Extensive tracts of ponderosa pine, western larch, Douglas-fir, grand fir and lodgepole forests occur between the juniper/grassland foothills and alpine peaks, the highest of which is Strawberry Mountain at 9041 feet.  The majority of the Forest lies in Grant and Harney counties, with portions in Baker and Malheur counties.  State Highway 395 bisects the Forest north-to-south,  and Highway 26 from east-to-west.  The Forest has three Ranger Districts:  Blue Mountain, Prairie City to the north, and the Emigrant Creek Ranger District to the south.

If you love uncrowded outdoor recreation, you’ve just found your new home.  The area boasts over 600 miles of recreation trails (hiking, horseback, mountain bike, snowmobile, and cross-country skiing); 29 campgrounds; fantastic boating and fishing on numerous rivers, streams, and lakes, including two Wild and Scenic Rivers; great hunting opportunities abound; beauty and solitude in the Strawberry Mountain and Monument Rock Wilderness areas; journey into ancient Oregon at the National Park Service-John Day Fossil Beds - recreation opportunities abound in Grant and Harney Counties!

Other Community Information

John Day and Prairie City:
Average housing price: $150,000-$200,000

Populations:  John Day 3,000, Prairie City 1,100

Access:  Hwy 395 and Hwy 26

Active Parks and Recreation Department 

Unique museums
Community swimming pool in John Day

Websites for further information: 

Malheur National Forest: http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/malheur/

Grant County Chamber of Commerce: http://www.gcoregonlive.com/ 

USDA Non-Discrimination Statement  (Revised 6/8/2005)
“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
	MALHEUR NATIONAL FOREST

	OUTREACH NOTICE FORM  

	POSITION TITLE: Rangeland Management Specialist–GS-0454-05/07/09
Permanent Full Time

	UNIT:  Malheur National Forest, Blue Mountain Ranger District     

	DUTY STATION: John Day, OR 


	NAME:
	     

	E-MAIL ADDRESS:
	     

	MAILING ADDRESS:
	     

	STREET ADDRESS:
	     

	CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE:
	     

	TELEPHONE:
	     

	UNIT OF INTEREST:
	


CURRENT STATUS:

	Agency:
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
  USFS
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
  BLM
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other

	Type of Appointment:
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Permanent
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Temporary
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Term
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
  VRA
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
 PWD
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

	Region:
	      

	Forest:
	      

	District:
	      

	Series:
	      

	Grade:
	      

	Position Title:
	      


	If you are not currently a permanent (career or career conditional) employee, are you eligible to be hired under any of the following special authorities?

	People with Disabilities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Veterans Readjustment Authority
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Disabled Veterans w/30% Compensable Disability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Veterans Employment Opportunities Act of 1998
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Former Peace Corps Volunteer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Student Career Experience Program
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  


Thank you for your interest in our Vacancy!

	Please return your completed form to contacts listed below by Friday, March 13, 2013.

	Blue Mountain Ranger District

Attn:  Kelly Ware
PO Box 909
John Day, OR  97845
Phone:  541-575-3432
Cell:  541-620-4843
Fax:  541-575-3319
Email: kware@fs.fed.us


