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College of Agriculture and Life Sciences

School of Natural Resources and the Environment

Tierra Seca Meeting Minutes—Wednesday, February 13, 2013
Student Chapter of the Society for Range Management

Meeting opens at 12:04 pm.
 I. Call to Order 
 A. Members in attendance: 23, plus Dr. Larry Howery.
 B. Members voted to approve the minutes from the meeting on January 30, 2012.
 II. President’s Report:

 A. Activities

 i. 66th Annual Meeting of the Society for Range Management—A delegation of undergraduate and graduate students, along with faculty and staff, attended the annual international range meeting last week.  The ten-member URME (Undergraduate Range Management Exam) team is proud to announce our 4th-place finish out of 24 teams, with team member Kelsey Hawkes scoring 5th out of 219 individuals, or within the top 2%.  We wish to convey many thanks to our dedicated coach, Dr. Larry Howery.  We want to recognize the hard work of those graduate students who presented posters and thank those who did not for joining us for a very informative and enjoyable conference.
 ii. Upcoming events—The club showed interest in organizing an outing to the Tucson Museum of Art to look at the Desert Grasslands exhibit, which runs through July 7th.  We will likely go on March 3rd because there is an opportunity for free admission; otherwise, there may be an inexpensive group admission price that we can pay on another date.  March 3rd is also the prospective date of a hike and Eric Wagner will discuss this in further detail during his Vice President’s report.
 iii. FFA CDE—Dr. Larry Howery has requested assistance in running the range management competition at the annual FFA Career Development Event on March 1st at the Campus Agricultural Center (east side, where the greenhouses are).  From 7 am to 12 pm, volunteers are needed to set up tables, score exams, and supervise FFA students.  You do not need to be present for the entire event if you cannot be.  This is a recruiting opportunity for us to interest high school students from around the state in studying range management and eventually joining Tierra Seca if they end up attending the U of A.
 iv. FFA CDE Scavenger Hunt—CALS is looking for college clubs to participate in a scavenger hunt on CDE Day to provide high school students with an activity in the afternoon between the competitions and the awards ceremony.  Tierra Seca members expressed an interest in being a part of this, so as with the morning event, club members are welcome to help out as they have time available during the afternoon.
 III. Vice President’s Report

 A. Outings
 i. Sunday, February 17th –hike along the Douglas Spring Trail into the Rincon foothills; 6 miles round-trip.
 ii. Sunday, February 24th –fishing trip to Rose Canyon Lake on Mount Lemmon at 7,500 feet.  The road through the campground to the lake is closed for the season, so we will hike in for one mile each way.  The Campus Rec Center rents fishing poles, or they are available for purchase at Big 5 Sporting Goods.  A free two-day fishing license can be obtained online at the AZGFD website as long as you print it within ten days of requesting it.  An annual license costs $55.  Trevor Chilcote will be organizing this trip, so he is the point of contact for any questions.
 iii. March 3rd –hike from Box Camp to Sabino Canyon, 14 miles one way downhill; we will be dropped off at the top and meet our vehicle(s) at the end.

 iv. March 10th –hike along the Esperero Trail in the Catalinas for 16 miles.
 B. Buffelgrass pull—Eric Wagner and Marcus Jernigan will arrange for us to help pull buffelgrass in March, probably on the 4th Sunday, when these pulls generally occur.
 C. Club bulletin board and display case—As our club is growing and becoming more active, we need to add more information to the bulletin board and organize it more efficiently.  Please inform Eric if you would like to help redesign the board and our third-floor display case as well.

 D. URME 2014—We have seen firsthand how diligent study for the URME really pays off, so if anyone is interested in joining the team that will go to Florida in 2014, please contact Eric to set up a study group and schedule.  Larry Howery urged people to consider joining and to consider it as a good senior capstone project, though ALL undergraduates are encouraged to participate.
 IV. Treasurer's Report:

 A. Dues are $10 per semester and paid as of February 13th are:

Trevor Chilcote

Kevin Curley

Beth Freniere*

Kade Harris

Kelsey Hawkes*

Levi Heffelfinger

Montana Henriks

Nathan Jackson

Vanessa Lentini

Cianna Logie

Tim Lyons*
Michael McIntire

Roland McIntosh

Morgan Nelson

Emily Pecilunas

Cam Randles

Alanna Riggs*

Cassidy Solper

Doug Whitbeck*

(*Denotes participation in club activities outside of meetings.)
Dues include a free club T-shirt and pizza at meetings.

Other members submitted payment at the end of the meeting and those names will be available at the next meeting.
 B. Account balances—Checking: $3,793.91; savings: $389.69.  We deposited $575, which includes $75 made from selling T-shirts at the meeting in Oklahoma.
 C. We are continuing to promote our special red CALS shirts with our club name and the U of A logo on them.  Members can purchase them for $8 each and they cost $15 for non-members.  These are a fundraiser, so we appreciate any promoting and selling that members can do.
 D. IRS Non-profit status—Alanna and Kelsey will be meeting with advisor Mitch McClaran to settle our status with the IRS as a non-profit organization so that we can properly file our taxes this year.
 V. Miscellaneous:

 A. Garden plot—We harvested cilantro and we have a couple of weeks yet until the carrots are ready.  Otherwise, things are quiet at the garden.
 B. Camping trip—Nate Jackson suggested a joint camping trip with the Wildlife Society and club members expressed interest, so he will mention it at the next Wildlife Society meeting.
Meeting closes at 12:27 pm.  Next meeting: Wednesday, February 27th , BSE room 218

