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College of Agriculture and Life Sciences

School of Natural Resources and the Environment

Tierra Seca Meeting Minutes—Wednesday, January 16, 2013
Student Chapter of the Society for Range Management

Meeting opens at 12:07 pm.
 I. Call to Order 
 A. Introductions

 B. Members in attendance: 24 current and prospective.
 C. Members voted to approve the minutes from the meeting on December 3, 2012.
 II. President’s Report:

 A. Activities

 i. V-V Ranch work opportunity—After fall final exams ended, a team of us visited the University’s V Bar V Ranch for a few days to help with analyzing mule deer pellets.  The pellets had been collected by the state Game and Fish Department and using a near-infrared spectrometer, we collected data that would help to compare the quality of deer diets across the herd and throughout different times of the year.  A smaller team returned this past weekend to resume this work and the project has been a valuable opportunity for us to perform work on other aspects of range management that we have not previously explored.  Dr. Doug Tolleson has invited the club to visit again independently of work projects so that he and other staff members can better show us the property.
 ii. Arizona Section SRM Winter Meeting—The Arizona section (chapter) of the Society for Range Management is taking place in Prescott from January 23rd through 25th.  Some members of Tierra Seca and other people in SNRE will be attending, so if you would like to participate and join a carpool, contact Alanna Riggs (agr1@email.arizona.edu).
 iii. 66th Annual Meeting of the Society for Range Management—A highlight of each year in this club is attending the international conference of our parent organization, which is in Oklahoma City this year (the location changes each year).  Tierra Seca sends a team of undergraduates to compete on the Undergraduate Range Management Exam (URME) against nearly two to three hundred other students from around the continent.  This year’s team has 11 members and we will join a number of other colleagues from the U of A, other Arizona schools, and around the state in Oklahoma.  We will be there from February 2nd through 8th.  For those who are new to Tierra Seca and the Society, this conference is an excellent opportunity to connect with professionals in natural resource fields, apply and interview for jobs, learn about range management topics in the course of seminars, and observe conservation practices in action in environments other than the Sonoran Desert, all while having a lot of fun (there are a lot of good social activities built into each year’s conference, too).
 iv. Beat Back Buffelgrass Day—The Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum is eagerly anticipating Tierra Seca’s participation in their two-part Beat Back Buffelgrass Day on Saturday, January 19th and 26th.  Each session will last about a half a day starting in the morning and in exchange for us helping to remove buffelgrass from the grounds, they are granting us free admission and lunch.  Members are strongly encouraged to help with this and we can carpool there.
 v. Spring 2013 activities—We have several ideas for fun things to do this semester and need everyone’s input regarding scheduling.  Alanna will distribute a Doodle poll by email, so please respond so that we have an idea of who is interested and when everyone is available.  Popular things to do have been spending a day at the Peppersauce Caves to both explore and to pick up litter, spending a weekend camping out at Alanna’s family’s ranch in Dragoon, or hiking around the Tucson area.
 III. Treasurer's Report:

 A. Dues are $10 per semester and paid as of January 16th is:

Tim Lyons* (*Denotes participation in club activities outside of meetings.)
Dues include a free club T-shirt and pizza at meetings.

Other members submitted payment at the end of the meeting and those names will be available at the next meeting.
 B. Account balances—Checking: $3,118.44; savings: $394.65.  These were current as of early December and do not reflect transactions made since then to pay for expenses related to the trip to Oklahoma.
 C. Payments—We are writing a check to the U of A in the amount of $425 for the cost of our new T-shirts.

 D. We are continuing to promote our special red CALS shirts with our club name and the U of A logo on them.  Members can purchase them for $8 each and they cost $15 for non-members.  These are a fundraiser, so we appreciate any promoting and selling that members can do.
 IV. Miscellaneous:

 A. Garden plot—Tierra Seca has a plot in the U of A Community Garden, which is located on Mabel Street between Mountain and Highland avenues.  The plot is about the size of the table in our meeting room and is currently growing wheat, onions, and carrots, with chiles to be planted soon.  We also raised squash last semester.  Keith Arnold, who is coordinating this, will let us know when there is a harvest and the carrots should be ready in about a month and a half.  We can use some volunteers to help monitor the garden, so please contact Keith at arnold.keith@gmail.com if you would like to help.  To stay updated on our crops' progress, visit http://arnoldkeith.wix.com/hola.

 B. Eric Wagner’s opportunity report—Vice President Eric Wagner is seeking out guest speakers to visit meetings and discuss the work they do for about 20 minutes each.  Prospective speakers are being identified in the Peace Corps, NRCS, the University, and private firms.  Additionally, he is leading hikes throughout the semester each weekend and would like input from members regarding times and locations.  On this Sunday, the 20th, he is leading a hike from the Finger Rock Trailhead (at the end of Alvernon Way at the base of the Santa Catalinas) along Pontatoc Ridge, which is a prominent ridge overlooking the central Catalina Foothills.  The group will get started at about 9 am and he can be reached at ewagner@email.arizona.edu for carpooling or directions. 
Meeting closes at 12:30 pm.  Next meeting: Wednesday, January 30th, BSE room 218

