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The Soda Springs Ranger District is currently outreaching for one permanent full-time GS-0454-5/7/9 Rangeland Management Specialist position. This position is located in Soda Springs, ID.
THE POSITION
The successful applicant will work with a zoned range program across the Soda Springs and Montpelier Ranger districts.  Primary duties of this position will include:  

· rangeland monitoring, surveys, and inventories
· compilation of data regarding rangeland health, trends, and site potentials

· preparation of environmental assessments

· preparation of livestock management plans

· allotment management, to include communication with permittees
· preparation and modification of annual operating instructions, which are presented at annual meetings with the permittees.  
· preparation and implementation of range improvement projects, ensure that current improvments are maintained to standards by permit holders.
· maintenance of range allotments inspection documents, and uses this information for allotment management.

· locates, prescribes, designs, and implements rangeland improvement projects such as fences, pipelines, cattle guards, plant community changes, or prescribed burning
· Responsible for environmental analysis (NEPA) for projects effecting rangelands.

This position requires knowledge of the ecological processes of native plants.  The successful applicant will be required to attend public and agency meetings.  Communication with grazing permittees, the public, and Forest Service employees is essential.  Use of an ATV, 4-wheel drive vehicles, pulling a trailer, and use of horses will be necessary as a regular part of this position.  The job also requires hiking across uneven terrain at high elevations.  Portions of each district are remote and will require back country travel.  This can be completed on foot, however horsemanship skills are encouraged.  Backcountry travel could reach up to fifteen miles in one direction.  
THE REGION

The Intermountain Region in Ogden, Utah provides administrative oversight and support to thirteen National Forests and one National Grassland in Utah, Nevada, western Wyoming, and southern and central 



 and phone numbers." 
Idaho
 and covers 31,816,792 acres in the National Forest System.  There are approximately 2200 permanent employees in Region 4.

THE FOREST
The Caribou-Targhee National Forest headquartered in Idaho Falls, ID encompasses about 3 million acres in southeastern Idaho and western Wyoming.  The Forest stretches in an arc from the Montana state line on the Continental Divide at the north end, along the Idaho-Wyoming state line on the east, to the Utah state line on the south.  The Forest borders both Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks and is actively involved with issues in the Greater Yellowstone Region.  The Curlew National Grasslands administered as part of the Caribou-Targhee is the only National Grasslands in the Intermountain Region.  The Forest has about 200 permanent employees and includes seven Ranger Districts. Two world famous fly fishing streams (Henry’s Fork and South Fork of the Snake River) are located within the Forest, as well as very diverse wildlife populations (including grizzly bear, lynx and gray wolf), spectacular scenery and a variety of resource programs and challenges.

THE DISTRICT
The selected individual will work out of the Soda Springs Ranger District which is headquartered in Soda Springs, Idaho.  The Soda Springs and Montpelier Ranger Districts are home to a unique array of multiple uses. Gold was discovered on the Soda Springs Ranger District in 1870, and active gold exploration and prospecting still occurs in the area; however, the mining emphasis is now shifted to phosphate mining.  Large phosphate deposits located in the area are the result of an ancient inland sea.  These rich deposits form the backbone for a prosperous phosphate industry centered around Pocatello and Soda Springs, ID.  

Besides active mining and mine site remediation, there are a variety of other uses taking place between the two districts.  The zone timber sale program offers approximately 2.5 million board feet of saw-timber per year and a variety of personal use programs such as, firewood, post and poles and Christmas tree sales. The Districts are home to the headwaters of the Blackfoot River, which has been designated by Idaho Fish and Game as an “Outstanding Resident Fish Resource” for its runs of Yellowstone cutthroat trout. Montpelier is also located on the south end of the Bear Lake Valley. 

Recreation takes many forms on the two Districts and they offer something for every user.  There are hiking trails, cross-country ski trails, as well as 400 miles of ATV trails and several snowmobile trails.  Several large areas are closed to motorized vehicle for the satisfaction of those seeking escape from civilization.  Other areas are open to all forms of motorized recreation for those who are fond of that aspect of recreation.  There are ample opportunities to observe elk, mule deer, moose, bald eagles, upland game birds and many other forms of wildlife.  The endangered whooping crane once was a resident at the Grey’s Lake Wildlife Refuge, adjacent to the Soda Springs District.

There are 30 permanent full time positions between the two Districts and typically  30 seasonals, and 3-4 YCC employees. The major programs, which are zoned with the Montpelier Ranger District, consist of Minerals, CERCLA, Range, Noxious Weed Management, Timber, Recreation, Trails, Fisheries, Wildlife and Fire/Fuels Management.  

THE COMMUNITY
Soda Springs is the largest city in Caribou County and is the county seat. The elevation of Soda Springs is 5,779 feet. Soda Springs has an estimated population of 3,790. It is a youthful population with a median age of 24.8 and 6.9 percent in the over 65 age group. The city has 1,307 households with an average of 3.22 persons per household. 

Soda Springs is the hub of the Bear Lake Caribou Scenic Byway and the Pioneer Historical Byway in southeast Idaho. From the Civil War period historic site of Camp Conner at Alexander Reservoir, the history buff can enjoy side trips to the local museum, renowned wagon box grave site and visit the deserted pioneer Mormon town-site at Chesterfield. Near Soda Springs are the visible remnants of famed Oregon Trail as well as the Lander and the California Trails.

Soda Springs boasts the largest captive geyser in the world and was featured in "Ripley's Believe It or Not." The geyser, in downtown Soda Springs, goes off every hour on the hour. 

The city has a mayor-council form of government, with city elected officials working part-time, along with a full-time city administrator. Elected officials serve four-year terms, with elections for two council seats held every two years. 

The economy is based on agriculture and mining. The phosphate industry attracts a substantial number of workers from surrounding counties, especially Bear Lake. 

HOUSING
Real estate in Soda Springs ranges from $55,000 to $300,000+ for homes and lots. Rentals are limited and prices start at $300 to $1000 per month.  Numerous realtors serve the Soda Springs  and surrounding areas.

Much of this information is from the Soda Springs website: www.sodaspringsid.com. For more information on the City of Soda Springs please contact the website or the Soda Springs Chamber of Commerce at 208-547-2600.

SODA SPRINGS MEDIA
The Caribou County Sun is the local newspaper in Soda Springs, Idaho.  Local television includes stations from Pocatello and Idaho Falls.

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES
Schools in Soda Springs include kindergarten through 12th grade (www.sodaschools.org). The Soda Springs School District is well known for being an innovative leader in education. The District is one of the first in Idaho to utilize full range video interactive "Distance Learning" to enhance the education of the students. The attendance of students is high (96% average daily attendance) and the drop out figure is low (under 5%). The community sentiment towards education is very positive.

The Soda Springs School District has award winning educational programs and strong administrators. The District has developed effective partnerships with local business and industry.

Idaho State University in Pocatello, Idaho (http://www.isu.edu/), and Utah State University in Logan, Utah (http://usu.edu/) offer higher education opportunities.

MEDICAL SERVICES
Soda Springs has a wide variety of medical and dental services available, including a 25-bed hospital (www.cariboumemorial.org).  The hospital serves all of Caribou County and offers 24-hour emergency service, physical therapy and labor and delivery.  In addition, there are chiropractic and family medicine services available in the community.

CHURCHES
Soda Springs and the surrounding communities offer an active church community.  Six different denominations are represented in the area.
RECREATION
Soda Springs is especially attractive for those who enjoy sports and the outdoors.  Within 30-60 minutes you can be skiing, hiking, camping, fishing, cycling, and golfing.  

A wide assortment of entertainment is provided by various organizations throughout the year.  Celebrations include Soda Springs Fourth of July Celebration, Caribou County Fair, Grays Lake Rodeo and the Soda Springs Winter Carnival.  Recreation facilities include a nine-hole golf course, tennis courts, sand volleyball pits, baseball diamonds, several parks and playgrounds, bowling alley and an in-door and out-door movie theater.  Soda Springs, and the surrounding communities, offer several sports leagues for kids including soccer, basketball, volleyball, baseball and softball.  There are also adult leagues for all the afore mentioned sports, excluding soccer.
On the District there are miles of trails for hiking, ATV, mountain bike riding, and snowmobiles.   Opportunities for big and small game hunting are found across the district.  Waterfowl and upland game birds are common in the valleys around town.  

For more information on the City of Soda Springs please visit the website  www.sodaspringsid.com or contact the Soda Springs Chamber of Commerce 208-547-2600. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS POSITION, PLEASE CONTACT:

Jack Isaacs, 
District Ranger / Soda Springs Ranger District, 208-547-1101
Kevin Parker, 
Rangeland Management Supervisor / Soda Springs Ranger District, 208-547-1108
OUTREACH NOTICE FORM

Caribou-Targhee National Forest

Soda Springs Ranger District
Please reply to this outreach by:  January 18, 2013
Position Title/Series/Grade: Rangeland Management Specialist, GS-0454-05/07/09
Duty Station: Soda Springs, Idaho 

Please indicate your interest in this position by completing and submitting this form to 

Kevin Parker, kparker@fs.fed.us, FAX:  208-547-2235.  This will help us determine the level of interest of prospective candidates in this opportunity.  Thank you.


I am interested in this position and will check http://www.usajobs.opm.gov for the announcement, or I will call the contact person.

PERSONAL INFORMATION:

	Name:
	
	
	Date:  
	

	Address:
	
	
	Phone:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	E-Mail:
	
	
	
	


	Current title/series/grade/location: 
	

	Type of appointment you are currently under
	

	(e.g., Career, Career-Conditional, Excepted-ANILCA, Excepted VRA, etc)



	Are you currently a Federal employee? 
	
	YES
	
	NO


Briefly describe why you will be a quality candidate for this position:
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