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College of Agriculture and Life Sciences

School of Natural Resources and the Environment

Tierra Seca Meeting Minutes—Monday, September 10, 2012

Student Chapter of the Society for Range Management

Meeting opens at 1:04 pm with 14 members plus advisor Mitch McClaran in attendance.  Members voted to approve the minutes from August 27, 2012.

 I. President’s Report:

 A. For the benefit of members who were absent from the previous meeting, all attendees introduced themselves again.  We are pleased to be able to count 5 graduate students among the membership.

 B. Annual Society for Range Management (SRM) meeting—Anyone else who is interested in attending as a competitor in the URME, plant ID contest, or other contests must notify the club officers and Larry Howery as soon as possible.

 i. Plant ID contest—We will most likely not field a team this year.

 ii. Poster and speaking contests—If you are interested in participating in either of these, please inform Kelsey to ensure that you are registered.

 C. Activities for the semester/year—Suggestions for choosing activities and times included 1) asking members who is available on which weekends throughout the semester, 2) aim to complete all of these this semester and look to next semester to do anything that has to be omitted, and 3) going ahead and planning activities, accepting that not all members will be able to attend everything.

 i. Kelsey is working on arranging a date for a campout at the V Bar V Ranch in October for a 3-day weekend, most likely the 19th through 21st.

 ii. Tohono O'odham Nation visit—Club members are interested in making this happen, so a date will be arranged.

 iii. Botanical Gardens (Phoenix)—This is likely to have free admission for students and this opportunity is being explored.

 iv. Ranch campout—Alanna Riggs' mother has agreed to donate money to the club in exchange for a weekend of labor on the ranch.  There are a number of chores that we could complete, but if we choose to remove cockleburs, timing is crucial and we will need to pick dates very soon. Watch your email for a Doodle poll.

 v. Peppersauce Caves—We need to decide whether we want this destination to be a day trip or a campout.

 vi. Aravaipa Canyon—Eric Wagner will organize this outing, which will likely take place during the week before Thanksgiving so that we can enjoy the autumn foliage.  Alternately, we may visit during Spring Break.

 D. Fundraising

 i. Shawn Stone—Graduate student Shawn Stone of Dr. Fehmi's lab is offering to hire undergraduates as technicians for his work in the Rosemont area for the weekends of September 22nd and 29th. Those Saturdays could culminate in a campout.  Technicians would give a portion of their paychecks to Tierra Seca as funds towards the Oklahoma trip.  Interested members met with Shawn after the meeting and can contact him at spstone.352@gmail.com.

 ii. CALS Alumni Council application—Our participation in the CALS Agri-Life Council is essential to having a chance to obtain grants from the CALS Alumni Council, so we can expect to represent the club at events throughout the semester, such as tailgating, Homecoming, and the Burrito Breakfast.

 iii. URME expenses—Letters to the SNRE and Arizona SRM are being formulated and will be sent shortly.  Kelsey will be forwarding them to members for feedback and editing before mailing.

 iv. Other opportunities—Please continue to identify work that the club can do in exchange for donations!

 II. Treasurer's Report:

 A. Dues are $5 per semester and paid as of September 10th are:

Keith Arnold

Erin Boyd

Beth Freniere

Kelsey Hawkes

Marcus Jernigan

Stephanie Johnston

Tina Kohlhorst

Cianna Logie

Tim Lyons

Mark McCabe

Cameron Randles

Alanna Riggs

Shawn Stone

Michelle Thomas

All dues payers are entitled to a club t-shirt!

 B. Account balances—$2,377.96 in checking and $394.59 in savings.  As of September 10th, there was an additional $75 in dues that still needed to be deposited.  We are also awaiting a $426 reimbursement from the Arizona Section of the SRM for summer meeting meal expenses.

 C. IRS non-profit organization status—Previous treasurer Matt Lee is finalizing this but the club constitution needed a dissolution clause added to it.  Matt read the clause aloud and the club chose a non-profit beneficiary of Tierra Seca's assets in the unlikely event that the club were to dissolve.  The club voted to add the clause to the constitution and pay the $100 IRS fee necessary to reinstate our non-profit status.

 III. Miscellaneous:

 A. URME—Team meetings are every Wednesday in BSE Room 218 from 4 to 6 pm.

 B. Garden plot—The plot is about the size of the table in our meeting room.  Keith recommended planting white Sonoran wheat on one half or one third of the plot, with the rest being vegetables, legumes, and fruits.  Keith will see about placing a sign on the plot and is looking for volunteers to harvest and monitor it.  Contact him at arnold.keith@gmail.com.  The garden is located on Mabel Street between Mountain and Highland Avenues, behind the parking garage, and our plot is the one closest to the shed.

Meeting closes at 1:48 pm.  Next meeting: Monday, September 24th, 2012, BSE room 218


