
[image: image1.png]Bouteloua. guacifs




College of Agriculture and Life Sciences

School of Natural Resources and the Environment

Tierra Seca Meeting Minutes—Monday, August 27, 2012

Student Chapter of the Society for Range Management

Meeting opens at 1:03 pm with 24 current and prospective members plus advisor Mitch McClaran in attendance.  Members voted to approve the minutes from May 2, 2012.

I. President’s Report: 

a. Reminder of the new club officers for this semester:



President—Kelsey Hawkes



Vice President—Alanna Riggs



Treasurer—Matthew Jewell



Secretary—Beth Freniere

b. Introductions—All officers and attendees introduced themselves for the benefit of new attendees.

c. About the club—Kelsey introduced the club to new attendees, describing its purpose and activities.

d. Examples of past events/activities—Previous projects and activities have included both conservation projects and social activities, such as riparian restoration, construction of erosion controls, camping trips, and cleanups of recreational sites.

e. Annual Society for Range Management (SRM) meeting—Current club members described the purpose and benefits of participation in the annual international meeting of the Society, held in a different location each year and lasting for about one week during the winter.  It is an excellent and fun event for networking, education, shop talk, and socializing with people connected to range management in all different ways.


i. Undergraduate Range Management Exam (URME)—The URME is a two-hour standardized exam at which undergraduate students from around the country and beyond compete in hopes of winning awards for their schools and earning certification as a range management professional. Competitors study throughout the school year leading up to the meeting on teams under the guidance of coaches and review material from all aspects of range management, including ecology, grazing, improvement, regions, inventory and analysis, and multiple-use relationships.  At the 2012 meeting, Tierra Seca placed fifth as a team, earning ourselves a plaque (on display in the case on the third floor), and we had some very high-scoring team members, including one who placed fourth out of two hundred, making him eligible for the certification.


ii. Plant ID contest, poster contest, research, etc.—Other activities for meeting attendees include an undergraduate plant identification contest, poster and paper contests for all students, presentations, speaking contests, seminars every day, and plenty of social activities, including technical and social outings.


iii. The 2013 meeting will take place in Oklahoma City from February 3rd through the 7th .

f. Examples of possible upcoming Tierra Seca activities—We are brainstorming ideas and welcome any suggestions.


i. V Bar V Ranch—The University's own ranch, the V Bar V, is located in Rimrock, between Camp Verde and Sedona.  Cooperative extension specialist Doug Tolleson has invited us to visit and so we would like to plan a weekend trip up there (probably a three-day weekend).


ii. AZ SRM meeting in January—The Arizona section of the SRM meets twice a year for about three days each time, once in January and once during the summer.  We would like for a few of us in Tierra Seca to attend the 2013 winter meeting.  As with the international meeting, it is a good networking and educational opportunity.


iii. Tohono O'odham Nation visit—The NRCS on the Tohono O'odham Reservation has invited us to visit them, get acquainted, and observe their conservation work there.


iv. Botanical Garden—We are interested in taking a trip to the Desert Botanical Garden in Phoenix.


v. Ranch campout—Last semester's campout at Alanna's family ranch was such a success that we hope to organize another one.


vi. Mountain meadows—We would like to make a trip into the mountains to enjoy some recreation in the meadows.


vii. Aravaipa Canyon—We are thinking of taking a hiking trip into Aravaipa Canyon, which is a wilderness area and has impressive scenery and a running creek.


viii. Peppersauce Caves—We had successful trips to Peppersauce the last two years in which we cleaned up debris and enjoyed going into the caves, so we would like to return.


ix. Hiking—Hiking anywhere is always a welcome activity and we'd like to do more of it.

g. Fundraising—Earning money is crucial to Tierra Seca's participation in conferences, workshops, and other activities.  It also helps us to continue bringing pizza to meetings.  If you have any ideas or leads for projects that the club can complete to earn money, please see Kelsey, Alanna, and/or Eric to share them.

h. Potential alternative meeting times—We had a lot of people attend today's meeting but there are even more who are interested but cannot come during this time slot.  Therefore, we would like to consider alternative or secondary meeting times to keep everyone in the loop and active.

II. Treasurer’s Report: 

a. Dues—$5 per semester and Matt is currently collecting them.  Paid as of August 28th are: Erin Boyd, Beth Freniere, Kelsey Hawkes, Marcus Jernigan, Tina Kohlhorst, Cianna Logie, Tim Lyons, Mark McCabe, Cameron Randles, Shawn Stone, Michelle Thomas.

b. Accounts—We have $389.57 in checking and $2430.34 in savings.

c. IRS status—Outgoing treasurer Matt Lee is finalizing our non-profit status.

III. Miscellaneous

a. URME Team—Students who are interested in joining the URME team can give their email addresses to Alanna and watch for a Doodle poll in their email, with which they can vote on meeting times. We meet once a week for two hours at a time and there may be independent study credits available that can be added to your class schedule.

b. AZ SRM summer meeting recap—The summer meeting was a campout in the village of Young, up in the Tonto National Forest, southeast of Payson.  Our club served meals for campers, for which we are being reimbursed.  There were several educational and fun activities, including a plant ID contest, for which the prize was a fancy belt buckle (modeled by Kelsey).


c. Garden report—Tierra Seca has a plot in the community garden on Mabel Street at Mountain Avenue.  We need volunteers to help tend to it and harvest the crops.

d. Committee for Range-Related Activities—This committee is led by Eric Wagner and Alanna Riggs to research and coordinate things that the club can do for service and fundraising.  We encourage you to see them with any ideas you may have.

e. Other items of discussion


i. RISE—The RISE Symposium (Research Insights in Semiarid Ecosystems) takes place annually in the Marley building on a Saturday in October (this year, on October 13th from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm). Tierra Seca sets up a table of coffee and breakfast goodies for which attendees can make donations.  [Note from Beth—This is a much-appreciated service we provide, especially the coffee, and generous donors have been known to buy $100 cups of coffee from us!]  The symposium consists of a day of posters and presentations on research completed by faculty, students, and other professionals working in conservation.


ii. Bulletin board—Please note our bulletin board on the first floor right inside the front door, near Mitch's office and the vending machines.  We are thinking of adding to it a calendar of upcoming events so that passersby can quickly and casually see what's going on.  There is also a sign-up sheet for the email listserve on the board, but we will circulate a sheet at the end of this meeting as well.

f. Listserve—This is a very useful communication tool, not only for Tierra Seca, but the entire range department, as it distributes such news as job announcements and news.

Meeting closes at 1:39 pm.

Next meeting: Monday, September 10th, 2012

BSE room 218


