Vacancy Announcement:
Region 3
Coronado National Forest
Nogales Ranger District
GS-0454-5/7/9 Rangeland Management Specialist
Demo:    Rangeland Management Specialist
Salary: $31,315.00 - $61,678.00
Ann #: 12-03050002-4163DP-CL 
Merit:     Rangeland Management Specialist
Salary: $31,315.00 - $61,678.00
Ann #: 12-03050002-4163G-CL  
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The Nogales Ranger District is currently seeking one permanent full-time GS-0454-5/7/9 Rangeland Management Specialist position with a duty station of Nogales, Arizona. 
Position Information 
The successful applicant will assist the Supervisory Rangeland Management Specialist with administering a challenging Range program on the 352,280 thousand acre Nogales Ranger District. The year round grazing program encompasses 34 allotments and 24 permittees. Seven allotments are located in the Santa Rita Wilderness. 
This position performs professional work conserving, developing, and managing rangelands. It requires knowledge of the ecological requirements of native plants that are predominantly grasses and grass-like plants, herbs, and shrubs. The specialist is responsible for preparing, evaluating, and conducting environmental analyses (NEPA) for projects affecting rangelands. The incumbent develops conservation plans, designs and performs technical surveys, and performs rangeland improvement projects. The duties include planning, managing, producing, and writing allotment evaluations, and implementing allotment management plans.  The specialist interacts with agency employees, permit holders, and the public on issues affecting rangelands. The incumbent reviews and monitors range allotments for compliance with federal law and agency policy, and ensure impacts to watersheds, wildlife and rangeland ecosystems are properly mitigated. 
The primary duties for this position at the fully functioning GS-09 level include assisting the District Staff Rangeland Management Specialist with the management of the Rangeland Management and Invasive Plant Species programs. Administration of grazing permits includes allotment and pasture inspections, trend and condition monitoring in upland and riparian settings, annual utilization monitoring, and documentation of allotment visits and conversations with permittees. Communication with grazing permittees is a key part of this position. The specialist will record allotment inspections, conversations, and monitoring information for use in decision making. The specialist will cooperatively develop Annual Operating Instructions with permittees for the grazing season. The specialist will provide recommendations on range improvement projects, order materials within budget constraints and ensure the projects are completed to Forest Service standards. The specialist will assist the District Staff Rangeland Management Specialist with NEPA documents for range projects and other district/forest projects as needed. 
Attendance at public and agency meetings on a variety of technical and professional topics will be required. Field conditions include regular exposure to high temperatures and rough terrain.  Use of an ATV, 4-wheel drive vehicle, and working from horses will be necessary as a regular part of this job, as will hiking across uneven terrain at high elevations. If the position is hired at a GS-05 or 07 level, the employee will perform these tasks under close supervision until reaching the full GS-09 level. 
About the Nogales Ranger District and Coronado National Forest 

LOCATION:  The Coronado National Forest comprises the southernmost part of Arizona. It is a series of sky Island mountain ranges, desert rolling hills, and grassland, and dominated by agricultural uses such as various recreation use, ranches, and cattle. Tucson, Arizona houses the Coronado National Forest Supervisor's Office approximately 80 miles to the north of Nogales.
  
Nogales is the largest town in Santa Cruz County.   It is a full service community of approximately 35,000 residents with a hospital, primary care center, dentist, chiropractor, numerous churches, grocery store, five banks, hotels, eating establishments, gas stations, pharmacy, hardware store, several small businesses, museum, and a library.  Just to the south of I-19, Nogales borders Nogales, Mexico.

The nearby mountains and desert lakes provide for several outdoor recreational opportunities such as camping, hunting, fishing, boating and hiking.  Local recreation opportunities include a city park with a tennis court, swimming pool, and a golf course.

EDUCATION:  The public school system in Nogales has very good marks for the quality of education provided in grades K-12. There are numerous colleges in the surrounding area such as Pima Community College (with a branch at Tucson), University of Phoenix (With a branch of Phoenix). University of Arizona, Arizona State University and Northern Arizona University surrounding to the north of Nogales.
 HOUSING:  Government housing is not available.  Apartments rent from $350-$700 a month, house rentals are available and rent is $500-1,000. Housing to purchase is available and range from   $90,000-$200,000.

ABOUT THE NOGALES RANGER DISTRICT: The District is diversified in landscapes and vegetation.  It is primarily a high desert mixed of Cacti, Mesquite, brush and Oak with rolling hillsides of grass in the lower elevations, Juniper and Manzanita predominating in the middle and higher elevations ponderosa pine, Douglas fir and aspen in the Sky Islands upper elevations. The District occupies approximately 380,000 acres; 10,000 acres of this is located inside the Santa Rita Mountains Wilderness.    

The district supports different species of anatropous fish, engages in numerous ecosystem restoration activities, small wood sales, retains grazing allotments for cattle, participates in local model watersheds, maintains trails, campgrounds, roads, performs reforestation and fuel reduction improvements activities, develop native grass seeding programs, implement prescribed fire projects, and more. 

The District has a robust program of work that covers range, fire and fuels, recreation, wildlife, fisheries, watershed, noxious weeds, minerals and special uses. There are about 30 permanent employees and the District typically hires additional seasonal employees.

CLIMATE:  The Santa Rita Mountains range in elevation from approximately 3,500 feet in Nogales to 9,800 feet at Mtn Wrightson Wilderness.  Northwest and Southwest weather patterns influence local climate, which extends over most of the Forest with hot dry summers and cool winters.  Average precipitation ranges from 8 inches in Nogales to 14 inches on the District, falling mainly from July through September.  In the higher elevations this is mostly in the form of snow in the winter months.




The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination on all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.







