
Outreach Notice

Forestry Technician – Wilderness Ranger   GS-0462-05 (Temporary)
Santa Catalina Ranger District

Coronado National Forest

Tucson, Arizona
Outreach Open Date: 04/13/2012      Outreach Close Date: 06/13/2012

This is a temporary position and will not exceed 1040 hours per year.
POSITION:  The Coronado National Forest will soon be advertising for two GS-5 Forestry Technician (Wilderness Ranger) positions to be based in Tucson, Arizona.  The announcement will be placed on www.usajobs.opm.gov.
These positions support the North Zone Trails and Wilderness Program of the Coronado National Forest by accomplishing a variety of recreation monitoring and forest protection tasks in the Pusch Ridge, Rincon Mountain, Galiuro, and Santa Teresa Wilderness areas.  The incumbent’s primary responsibilities are recreation site monitoring, organization of data, direct public contacts, and compliance.  
These positions will also be open to students who meet the terms of the Student Temporary Employment Program (STEP). Key requirements for students are as follows:

· U.S. Citizen

· Suitable for Federal Employment, determined by Background Investigation

· Be at least 16 years of age

· Mobility is required to all recreation sites

· Must have a valid Motor Vehicle Operators License

· Enrolled or accepted for enrollment as a degree-seeking student 

· Enrolled at least half-time 

· Have a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or better

These responsibilities encompass the strategies for succeeding with wilderness areas in the 10-Year Wilderness Stewardship Challenge. In 2004 the Chief challenged our agency to successfully manage all 407 national forest wilderness areas for air quality, invasive species, fire, opportunities for solitude, recreation site monitoring, education and other criteria. As we rise to the Challenge, our wilderness rangers are becoming stewards of a broader landscape of ideas and information. We help manage a whole place instead of separate resources.
Duties include:

· Explains and enforces use regulations according to the Wilderness Act.

· Inspects wilderness and backcountry areas to determine compliance with regulations or specifications.

· Providing public information.  
· Promotes environmental education in “Leave No Trace” techniques and wilderness stewardship.
· Assisting with data collection of backcountry camping areas.

· Evaluates permitted outfitter/guides. 
· Assists in the development and implements the logistics required for completion of wilderness projects and backcountry programs as based on approved direction in land management plans. 

· Assists with backcountry site cleanup and naturalizing, completing condition surveys, and making recommendations for improvements.
The positions are full time and will require weekend and holiday work. The ability to work in remote locations with rough topography will be required. Additionally, applicants should be able to perform these duties in extreme working conditions (i.e. heat, humidity, rain, wind, etc.).

SANTA CATALINA RANGER DISTRICT:

Located adjacent to metropolitan Tucson, Arizona, the Santa Catalina Mountains are the most heavily visited mountain range in the Coronado National Forest. The Catalina Highway (also known as the Hitchcock Highway) winds nearly to the top of 9,157 foot Mt. Lemmon, providing paved access to trailheads, campgrounds, picnic areas and even a downhill ski area. The Santa Catalina Mountains are home to the 56,933 acre Pusch Ridge Wilderness and popular Sabino Canyon Recreation Area. Numerous other areas of recreation interest are accessible from Forest roads. 


The nearby Rincon Mountains receive fewer visitors but are home to such notable features as the Rincon Mountain Wilderness which is adjacent to Saguaro National Monument which is managed by the National Park Service. 

Recreation opportunities in the Santa Catalina District include hiking, mountain biking, camping, fishing, bird and wildlife watching, hunting, OHV use, automobile touring, and winter sports.  Significant elevation change occurs between metropolitan Tucson and the spruce and fir forests of the Santa Catalina Mountain’s upper slopes. Developed recreation opportunities are available year around.
CORONADO NATIONAL FOREST:
The Coronado National Forest covers 1,780,000 acres of southeastern Arizona and southwestern New Mexico.  Elevations range from 3,000 feet to 10,720 feet in twelve widely scattered mountain ranges or "sky islands" that rise dramatically from the desert floor. These sky islands support plant communities as biologically diverse as those encountered on a trip from Mexico to Canada.
The sky islands of the Coronado National Forest are unique and surprising, offering year-round recreation opportunities. Views are spectacular from these mountains, and visitors may experience all four seasons during a single day's journey, wandering through the desert among giant saguaro cactus and colorful wildflowers in the morning, enjoying lunch beside a mountain stream, and playing in the snow later in the afternoon. 
COMMUNITY OF TUCSON:

Tucson is a wonderful place to experience the culture and traditions of Southern Arizona.  Education, real estate, shopping and entertainment opportunities are comparable with other major US cities of similar size (approximately 850,000 people live within the Tucson city limits). Tucson has been continuously settled for over 12,000 years. It celebrates a diversity of cultures, architecture, and peoples. It is recognized as the premier health services center for the Southwest, the astronomy center of the world, home of a premier research institution - University of Arizona, and a popular tourism destination. 
Tucson is also one of the oldest towns in the United States. Today’s city was originally an Indian village called Stook-zone, meaning water at the foot of black mountain. In 1775 the Tucson Presidio was established and August 20th, 1775 is considered Tucson's birthday. Spanish settlers arrived in the area in 1776 and Tucson officially became part of the United States with the Gadsden Purchase of 1854. Tucson served as capital of the Arizona Territory from 1867 to 1877. 
Tucson's rich cultural heritage centers on a unique blend of Native American, Spanish, Mexican and Anglo-American influences. Blessed with the natural beauty of the Sonora Desert and an unsurpassed climate of 300 sunny days a year, Tucsonans embrace a unique lifestyle and are committed to preserving that quality of life. 
Tucson's climate varies from the 2400 foot desert basin to the 9100 foot forests of the Santa Catalina Mountains. The city's dry desert air and winter sunshine make it a popular health and winter resort. The city is home to the University of Arizona and Davis-Monthan Air Force Base. The City's industries include electronics and missile production. Tucson is also the seat of Pima County.
Tucson Unified School District is the second-largest district in Arizona and the 52nd-largest district in the United States. The district operates 74 elementary schools, 20 middle schools, 10 high schools, and 9 alternative programs. To meet the needs of 63,000 children, over 8,000 regular employees work for TUSD.  The University of Arizona main campus is near downtown Tucson, Pima Community College provides six campuses distributed across the city, and independent institutions such as the University of Phoenix and ITT Technical Institute offer flexible education in business and technology applications. 

A wide variety of housing options exist in Tucson and adjacent communities with home prices ranging from $150,000-$550,000 and more.  Median new home prices are about $235,000 and median rent is $658 but can range significantly higher depending on location. 
The purpose of this outreach notice is to inform prospective applicants of this upcoming opportunity and to determine interest in the position.  To express interest in this position, please complete the following Outreach form and send (via mail, e-mail, or fax) to:

Attn:  Robert Walter, Dispersed Recreation Manager
Coronado National Forest

Santa Catalina Ranger District

5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd
Tucson, Arizona  85750
Or email rdwalter@fs.fed.us 
Or FAX (520) 749-7723
For more information or technical questions about the position contact:

Robert Walter, Dispersed Recreation Manager, at 520-749-7737. 

The Coronado National Forest is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Thank you for your interest in our vacancy!

OUTREACH NOTICE RESPONSE FORM
CORONADO NATIONAL FOREST

Santa Catalina Ranger District - Tucson, Arizona

Title, Series, and Grade of Position: 
Forestry Technician – Wilderness Ranger GS-0462-05
NAME:  _______________________________________________
EMAIL:  ________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS:  ___________________________________
_______________________________________________________
TELEPHONE NO:  _______________________________________ 
AGENCY EMPLOYED WITH:______________________________
TYPE OF APPOINTMENT:  ____PERMANENT  ___TEMPORARY  ___ OTHER
CURRENT REGION/
FOREST/DISTRICT

OR MAILING ADDRESS: ____________________________________
CURRENT SERIES AND GRADE:  ________________________
CURRENT POSITION TITLE:  ____________________________
IF NOT A CURRENT PERMANENT (CAREER OR CAREER CONDITIONAL) EMPLOYEE, ARE YOU ELIGIBLE TO BE HIRED UNDER ANY OF THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL AUTHORITIES;
_____
Person with disabilities
_____
Veteran's Reemployment Act
_____
Disabled Veteran's w/30% compensable disability
_____
Veteran's Employment Opportunities Act of 1998
_____
Former Peace Corps Volunteer
_____
Other
Thank you for your interest in our vacancy!
Return form to:

Robert Walter, Dispersed Recreation Manager
Santa Catalina Ranger District

5700 N Sabino Canyon Rd
Tucson, Arizona  85750
rdwalter@fs.fed.us 
FAX (520) 749-7723
