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Region 3

Coronado National Forest

Nogales Ranger District

Nogales, Arizona

Range Technician (up to 2 positions)

(GS-0455-04,  $27,990/year)
To apply, go to www.avuedigitalservices.com and search for Announcement Number: 
OCRT-455-4-RANGE-DT
To be considered for this positon, please apply no later than Tuesday, April 10, 2012.

REMEMBER: when applying, you must specify Nogales, Arizona in AVUE as a preferred location to be considered for these positions.
The Nogales Ranger District on the Coronado National Forest is looking for several highly motivated, hard working individuals who work well with people; enjoy challenging hard work and being outdoors.  The District will soon be filling several temporary positions.  The selectees will work with the district rangeland and watershed management personnel to plan and/or construct range improvements to include fences and water developments as well as reconstruct range improvements damaged by wildfire, conduct inspections of grazing allotments, participate in upland and riparian vegetation monitoring and construct erosion control structures.  The selectees will also work closely with the grazing permittees who pasture livestock on the Forest. The positions are full time, seasonal (up to 6 months, or 1,040 hours).  These positions are bargaining unit positions.
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The range technicians will spend most of their time in the field, and will travel on foot, horseback, ATV, and 4 x 4 vehicle.  Arduous travel to remote work locations and a high level of physical exertion  is a regular occurrence, so applicants should be in good physical condition and be willing to work long days. It is also desirable for applicants to have some of the following skills:  the ability to navigate using a topographic map and compass; experience around horses and riding in rough or broken country but not necessary; an awareness of the principles of rangeland management; a valid driver’s license or the ability to obtain one; comfort working alone or in small and moderate groups in remote locations; some plant identification skills with an emphasis on grass species; writing skills and the ability to utilize computers for writing and analysis; a desire for arduous physical work in the outdoors.
The District

The Nogales Ranger District encompasses two mountain ranges: the Santa Rita’s Mountains and the Tumacacori Mountains. These mountain ranges are part of the Coronado National Forest “Sky Island” landscape with some of the most diverse wildlife and plant life in Arizona.  
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There are 36 grazing allotments permitting approximately 60,000 animal unit months (AUMs) of cattle. These are year-long allotments.  We have a strong working partnership with our grazing permittees, working together to produce livestock products in an ecologically sustainable manner.  Some permittees do their own range monitoring, while others have hired range consultants. There are also active partnerships with other local organizations, such as the NRCS and the Santa Cruz NRCD.

Running from July through September, the monsoon provides about 12 inches of precipitation on average with the remaining 7 inches generally in the winter.  Temperatures range from an average low in the low-twenties in winter to average highs in the high-90’s for summer.

 
During the summer season, the District employs an average of  25 people.  There are 18 full time staff, including the fire, range, wildlife, zoned recreation and law enforcement organizations.
LOCATION:  The Coronado National Forest comprises the southern most part of Arizona. It is a series of sky Island mountain ranges, desert rolling hills, and grassland, and dominated by agricultural uses such as various recreation use, ranches, and cattle. Tucson, Arizona houses the Coronado National Forest Supervisor's Office approximately 80 miles to the north of Nogales.

Nogales is the largest town in Santa Cruz County .It is a full service community of approximately 35,000 residents with a hospital, primary care center, dentist, chiropractor, numerous churches, grocery store, five banks, hotels, eating establishments, gas stations, pharmacy, hardware store, several small businesses, museum, and a library.  Just to the south of I-19, Nogales borders Nogales, Mexico.

The nearby mountains and desert lakes provide for several outdoor recreational opportunities such as camping, hunting, fishing, boating and hiking.  Local recreation opportunities include a city park with a tennis court, swimming pool, and a golf course.

EDUCATION:  The public school system in Nogales has very good marks for the quality of education provided in grades K-12. There are numerous colleges in the surrounding area such as Pima Community College (with a branch at Tucson), University of Phoenix (With a branch of Phoenix). University of Arizona, Arizona State University and Northern Arizona University surrounding to the north of Nogales.
 HOUSING:  Government housing is not available.  Apartments rent from $350-$700 a month, house rentals are available and rent is $500-1,000. Housing to purchase is available and range from   $90,000-$200,000.

ABOUT THE NOGALES RANGER DISTRICT: The District is diversified in landscapes and vegetation.  It is primarily a high desert mix of Cacti, Mesquite, brush, and Oak with rolling hillsides of grass in the lower elevations. Juniper and Manzanita predominate in the middle and higher elevations ponderosa pine, Douglas fir and aspen in the Sky Islands upper elevations. The District occupies approximately 380,000 acres; 10,000acres of this is located inside the Santa Rita Mountain Wilderness and the 7,500 acres in the Pajarita Wilderness.    

The district supports different species of anatropous fish, engages in numerous ecosystem restoration activities, small wood sales, retains grazing allotments for cattle, participates in local model watersheds, maintains trails, campgrounds, roads, performs reforestation and fuel reduction improvements activities, develops native grass seeding programs, implements prescribed fire projects, and more. 

CLIMATE:  The Santa Rita Mountains range in elevation from approximately 3,500 feet in Nogales to 9,800 feet at Mt. Wrightson Wilderness.  Northwest and Southwest weather patterns influence local climate, which extends over most of the Forest with hot dry summers and cool winters.  Average precipitation ranges from 8 inches in Nogales to 14 inches on the District, falling mainly from July through September.  In the higher elevations this is mostly in the form of snow in the winter months. The monsoon (rainy) season is a very important part of the ecosystem.
Contacts:
If you have any questions about this position or the local area, please contact: 

Sean Lockwood

District Range and Watershed Staff

Nogales Ranger District, 303 Old Tucson Rd., Nogales, AZ 85621

e-mail: seanlockwood@fs.fed.us

Phone: 520-761-6014
If you are interested in this position, please complete the attached “Outreach Notice Form” and 

Submit to the District Ranger at the above address.
OUTREACH FORM

Nogales Ranger District

Position Title:_________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address:__________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:________________________________________________________

                            _____________________________     ________________________

Telephone Number: Work:______________________________Home:________________________

Type Of Appointment in Present Position: (Please check )

______Permanent_____Temporary______Term______VRA

______PWD_______OTHER__________N/A (please skip to EDUCATION)

Current Region/Forest/District______________________________________________

Current Series and Grade:__________________________________________________

Current Position Title:_____________________________________________________

If not employed by the Federal Government at this time, please provide the following:

EDUCATION:

Name of Institution_______________________________________________________

Month/Year graduated or expect to graduate: ______________

Degree attained and Major:______________________________
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