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STUDENT CAREER EXPERIENCE PROGRAM (SCEP)
RECRUITMENT BULLETIN

RANGELAND MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST, GS-454-5/7/9
Goosenest Ranger District in  Macdoel, California


	This notice is aimed primarily at junior and senior students pursuing a bachelor or master’s degree in the field that would be directly related to the duties of the position.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DUTIES FOR THIS POSITION:

This position performs professional work conserving, developing, and managing rangelands. It requires knowledge of the ecological requirements of native plants that are predominantly grasses and grass-like plants, herbs, and shrubs. The specialist is responsible for preparing, evaluating, and conducting environmental analyses (NEPA) for projects affecting rangelands. The incumbent develops conservation plans, designs and performs technical surveys, and performs rangeland improvement projects. The duties include planning, managing, producing, and writing allotment evaluations, and implementing allotment management plans.  The specialist interacts with agency employees, permit holders, and the public on issues affecting rangelands. The incumbent reviews and monitors range allotments for compliance with federal law and agency policy, and ensures impacts to watersheds and rangeland ecosystems are properly mitigated. 

Questions regarding the position may be addressed to Laura Allen at 530-398-5700 or email leallen@fs.fed.us, or Jim Stout at 530-398-5771 or email jlstout@fs.fed.us. 

STUDENT CAREER EXPERIENCE PROGRAM: The Student Career Experience Program (SCEP) is designed to combine academic studies with on-the-job experience related to the student’s academic major.  This program may lead to a career or career-conditional appointment.  A SCEP student may be appointed to a career-conditional position without competition if SCEP program requirements are met and an appropriate position is available.

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: 
· Must be enrolled in or accepted to (with the intent to attend) an accredited college, university or technical institute and taking at least part-time course load as defined by the institution. 
· Must be enrolled in a field of study related to the position being announced.  
· Must be able to complete a total of at least 640 hours career-related work experience in a pay status. 
· Must be a United States citizen or national (resident of American Samoa or Swains Island). If you are not a citizen, you may participate if you are legally admitted to the United States as a permanent resident, and are able to meet citizenship requirements prior to completion of your degree. 
· Must be in good academic standing as defined by the educational institution. 
· Registration information at the start of each academic term; provide verification of academic status at the end of each academic term (transcripts); must meet academic standards as set forth by the school they are attending; maintain satisfactory progress in completing academic requirements; and demonstrate satisfactory performance and conduct.  Students will be required to complete all academic requirements for the target position as required by the Office of Personnel Management Qualification Standards. 
· Must be at least 18 years of age. 
· Must have a valid state-issued driver’s license. 

ABOUT THE FOREST:

The Klamath National Forest covers an area of 1,700,000 acres located in Siskiyou County in northern California and Jackson County in southern Oregon.  The Forest is divided into two sections separated by the Shasta Valley and the Interstate 5 highway corridor.  In the mountains to the west, the terrain is steep and rugged while the east side has the relatively gentler, rolling terrain of volcanic origin.  With elevations ranging from 450 to 8,900 feet above sea level, the Forest is one of America’s most biologically diverse regions, situated in a transition region between the hotter and drier areas of the south and the colder and wetter locale of the north.

This central position of the Klamath in relation to the Cascades, Sierra Nevada, Coast Range and the Great Basin has fostered complex climatic patterns and led to an unparalleled diversity of plant life found nowhere else in California.  More species of conifers live near or in the Klamath’s Marble Mountain and Russian Wilderness Areas than anywhere else on earth.  An astounding 17 conifer species co-exist within one square mile!  The Forest is also home to one plant that lives nowhere else on earth, the Siskiyou Mariposa Lily.
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The program of work for the Forest is centered on the restoration of fire adapted ecosystems.  We have an active and strongly integrated vegetation management and fuels program that works to protect communities, infrastructure and critical wildlife and fisheries habitat.  We work with local communities, Fire Safe Councils, and interested groups and individuals in developing projects using Healthy Forest Restoration Act authorities.  In 2010, the Forest was honored to be recognized as having treated the greatest amount of hazardous fuels reduction acres in the Pacific Southwest Region.

The appropriate management of naturally occurring wildfire across the Forest is also an important program component.  The Klamath is known as a leader in using wildfire to benefit landscape conditions as well as having a highly skilled and experienced fire suppression workforce.

The Forest includes all or part of five wilderness areas: Marble Mountain, Russian, Trinity Alps, Red Buttes and Siskiyou. Trailheads are numerous and hikes range from easy to arduous. There are 200 miles of river system for rafting and 152 miles of wild and scenic rivers in the Forest. The Forest has 28 campgrounds, and world-class hiking, fishing and wildlife viewing.  With the Klamath, Salmon, and Scott Rivers meandering from one end of the Forest to the other, recreationists have found a playground that offers virtually everything (except crowds) to the outdoor enthusiast. 

The management of area streams and rivers, and range, botanical, heritage, cultural and mineral resources rounds out the active and interesting programs included on the Klamath.  More information on the Klamath National Forest is on our website: http://fs.usda.gov/klamath/ 

ABOUT THE COMMUNITY:

The Goosenest District Ranger Office is located in the beautiful Butte Valley, 4 miles south of Macdoel, California on State Highway 97 in Siskiyou County, California.  The office is 35 miles south of Klamath Falls, Oregon and 15 miles south of Dorris, California.  The total population of Butte Valley is about 2,500 and the population of Klamath County, Oregon is around 63,000. The cost of living in this area is lower than the national average making this area very appealing to potential residents and businesses.

The Goosenest Ranger District administers 341,000 acres of the total 514,000 acres within the district boundary.  Of the remaining acreage, the butte Valley National Grassland, designated in 1991, is on 18,500 acres.  This is a district with a very active vegetation management, wildlife and ecosystem restoration program.

The district enjoys sunshine on the average 275 days per year.  The elevation is 4,300 feet which produces a high, dry climate.  Winter snowfall is normally light and melts quickly.  The average annual temperature is 48 degrees F and average annual precipitation is 14 inches.  The average high temperature in July is 80 degrees F, with the average low in January 22 degrees F.

Recreational opportunities and facilities are abundant in the Butte Valley.  The Goosenest Ranger District has 3 campgrounds.  The most popular is Juanita Lake, covering 40 acres with 23 units.  Martin's Dairy and Shafter Campgrounds are also available on the district.  Medicine Lake, east of the district on the Modoc National Forest, covers 600 acres with 73 campsites available.  These Forest Service campgrounds are usually crowded in the summer and fall months.  For winter recreation, there are 2 snowmobiles parks available.  Deer Mountain Snowmobile Park is on Forest Road 42N12 on the Pomeroy and Deer Mountain roads and the Four corners Snowmobile Park is on Forest Road 45N05 off of the Davis Road.  Juanita Lake Campground offers a fully groomed cross country ski trail.  

The wide variety of wildlife draws a large number of hunters to our area.  Mule and black-tailed deer, along with bands of antelope, are seen throughout the year.  Butte Valley lies in the major stopping off place for waterfowl in the Pacific Flyway.  At the peak of migration (October), the numbers of waterfowl are estimated between 3 to 4 million birds.  The Lower Klamath Refuge (bordering the District) and the Butte Valley Wildlife Area are 2 of the wildlife refuges in our area.  Bird watchers and photographers enjoy Canada Geese, many species of ducks, bald and golden eagles, goshawks and swans, just to name a few.  More information about the forest can be found on the Klamath National Forest website: http://fs.usda.gov/klamath/ .

The Klamath National Forest Headquarters Office is located in Yreka, California (pronounced Y-Reeka) has been designated as 48th in the top one-hundred small communities in the U.S. and is located twenty-two miles south of the California/Oregon border along Interstate 5.  Yreka is a quiet little city located in an area rich in history and generous in natural resources, nestled in the northern most corner of the majestic Shasta Valley. Serving as the governmental seat of Siskiyou County, geographically the fifth largest county in the state, Yreka is the largest full service community between Ashland, Oregon and Redding, California. The population base provides support for professional services, medical facilities, all governmental offices and a full range of retail businesses which make Yreka the trade center for the county. Yreka is abundant in its intrinsic beauty and enjoys the diversity of a four season climate. 

Yreka is home to several retail shopping areas, many restaurants, auto service stores and 14 motels.  Several primary and secondary schools, a high school, and a modern hospital are located in Yreka. A two year Community College maintains a satellite campus in Yreka and the main campus in Weed is about 30 minutes away.  Housing costs vary depending on location, residence size, and property, averaging $180,000-$250,000 for a typical 3 bedroom home on a city parcel.  Rental housing for a typical 3 bedroom home starts at about $800/month.  Medford, Oregon is an easy 45 minute drive and has a full array of large retail and warehouse shopping centers and home improvement centers.  The airport in Medford is full service. 

Outdoor recreation opportunities are abundant and include fishing, hunting, camping, boating, whitewater rafting, Nordic and Alpine skiing, golf, and just about any other outdoor activity imaginable.  Two ski parks, Mt. Ashland and Mt. Shasta, are each about 1 hour away. Several golf courses are within Siskiyou County and nearby counties. The coast and beaches are about 3 hours away. Trout, salmon and steelhead fishing are nearby. Duck and goose viewing and hunting occur in the nearby Klamath Basin and Tulelake Wildlife Refuge. Two large reservoirs, Shasta and Trinity Lakes, are about 1 hour away. Cultural events include Siskiyou Performing Arts in Yreka, the nationally acclaimed Shakespeare Festival in Ashland, and the Britt Festival in Jacksonville, Oregon. Crater Lake National Park, Oregon Caves National Monument and Lava Beds National Monument are about 1 1/2 hours away.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination on all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



	

	

	

	



OUTREACH RESPONSE FORM
Student Career Experience Program (SCEP)
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USDA Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Region, Klamath National Forest

Rangeland Management Specialist
GS-454-5/7/9 
Duty Location: Macdoel, CA

Please respond by April 17, 2012

If you are interested in this opportunity, please let us know by returning this response form along with your current resume and transcripts by  
April 17, 2012.  

Send your response to:

Laura Allen, District Ranger
Email:  leallen@fs.fed.us  FAX: 530-398-5749
37805 Highway 97, Macdoel, CA 96058

NAME:  ______________________________________________________________   

E-MAIL ______________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER:  _____________________________________

SCHOOL YOU ARE CURRENTLY ATTENDING:  ______________________________

YOUR CURRENT DEGREE AND MAJOR:   __________________________________

YOUR EXPECTED GRADUATION DATE:  ____________________________________

YOUR CURRENT AVAILABILITY: ____ FULL TIME   ____ ¾ TIME    ____PART TIME


How did you hear about this detail opportunity?  
Organization Name__________________________________    
Agency Contact_____________________________________ 
Other________________________________________________
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