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OUTREACH NOTICE
Region 3

Coronado National Forest

Douglas Ranger District

Douglas, Arizona

Range Technician (up to 3 positions)

(GS-0455-04,  $27,990/year)
To apply, go to www.avuedigitalservices.com and search for Announcement Number: 
OCRT-455-4-RANGE-DT
To be considered for this positon, please apply no later than Tuesday, April 10, 2012.

REMEMBER: when applying, you must specify Douglas, Arizona in AVUE as a preferred location to be considered for these positions.
The Douglas Ranger District on the Coronado National Forest is looking for several highly motivated, hard working individuals who work well with people; enjoy challenging hard work and being outdoors.  The District will soon be filling several temporary positions.  The selectees will work with the district rangeland and watershed management personnel to plan and/or construct range improvements to include fences and water developments as well as reconstruct range improvements damaged by wildfire, work with and coordinate Department of Corrections work crews, conduct inspections of grazing allotments, participate in upland and riparian vegetation monitoring and construct erosion control structures.  The selectees will also work closely with the grazing permittees who pasture livestock on the Forest. The positions are full time, seasonal (up to 6 months, or 1,040 hours).  These positions are bargaining unit positions.
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The range technicians will spend most of their time in the field, and will travel on foot, horseback, ATV, and 4 x 4 vehicle.  Arduous travel to remote work locations and a high level of physical exertion  is a regular occurrence, so applicants should be in good physical condition and be willing to work long days.  The applicants must not have prior felony convictions, as this is a requirement to work with Department of Corrections work crews.  It is also desirable for applicants to have some of the following skills:  the ability to navigate using a topographic map and compass; experience around horses and riding in rough or broken country; an awareness of the principles of rangeland management; a valid driver’s license or the ability to obtain one; comfort working alone or in small and moderate groups in remote locations; some plant identification skills with an emphasis on grass species; writing skills and the ability to utilize computers for writing and analysis; a desire for arduous physical work in the outdoors.
The District

The Douglas Ranger District encompasses three mountain ranges: the Chiricahua (Chair-i-cowa) Mountains (291,496 acres), the Dragoon Mountains (54,211 acres) and the Peloncillo (Pel-un-see-yo) Mountains (87,986 acres). These mountain ranges are part of the Coronado National Forest “Sky Island” landscape with some of the most diverse wildlife and plant life in Arizona. The District is located in the southeastern corner of Arizona and southwest New Mexico.  As the heartland of the Chiricahua Apache, the Douglas District is the custodian of many unique historic and pre-historic cultural resource sites.

The Douglas District is unique in that it is the only district on the Coronado National Forest that has jurisdiction in two states, in rugged wilderness, and where most of the grazing allotments are still part of a viable livestock operation. 


The District is so ecologically diverse that field work involves working in the Sonoran-desert all the way to mixed conifer. Most of the field work on the three mountain ranges is done on horseback due to the lack of roads. There are 5 outlying stations that are used to pasture horses and can be used for field work.
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There are 45 grazing allotments permitting approximately 60,000 animal unit months (AUMs) of cattle. Approximately half of these are year-long allotments and the remainder are grazed seasonally (winter use).  We have a strong working partnership with our grazing permittees, working together to produce livestock products in an ecologically sustainable manner.  Some permittees do their own range monitoring, while others have hired range consultants. There are also active partnerships with other local organizations, such as the internationally recognized Malpai Borderlands Group, guest ranches working under Special Use Permits and the Arizona Department of Corrections.

The monsoon (rainy) season is a very important part of the ecosystem. Running from July through September, the monsoon provides about nine inches of precipitation on average with the remaining 7 inches generally in the winter.  Temperatures range from an average low in the low-twenties in winter to average highs in the high-90’s for summer.

 
During the summer season, the District employs an average of  30 people.  There are 20 full time staff, including the fire, range, wildlife, zoned recreation and law enforcement organizations.
Contacts:
If you have any questions about this position or the local area, please contact: 

Joe Harris

District Range and Watershed Staff

Douglas Ranger District, 1192 W. Saddleview Rd., Douglas, AZ 85607

e-mail: josephharris@fs.fed.us

Phone: 520-364-6821
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