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OUTREACH AND ANNOUNCEMENT
Rangeland Management Specialist
GS-0454-05/07/09
Announcement Numbers:

Introduction:

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The Tonto National Forest, Cave Creek Ranger District is currently outreaching for one permanent full-time GS-0454-5/7/9 Rangeland Management Specialist position with a duty station of Scottsdale, Arizona. Depending on the outreach response, referral lists will be considered in both the Merit and Demo categories. All interested applicants should submit the attached outreach survey form so they can be notified of the vacancy announcement number and closing date when it becomes available. SCEP students looking for placement/conversion and STEP students are encouraged to apply. The ability to ride horses in rugged, steep terrain is a mandatory part of the position.  

Major Duties:  (The duties described reflect the full performance level of this position.)

The primary duty for this position will be administration of term grazing permits in cooperation with the supervisory rangeland manager for the district.  Administration of permits includes allotment and pasture compliance inspections, periodic monitoring for vegetation and soil trend in both upland and riparian settings, annual upland range monitoring, and documentation of allotment visits and conversations with permittees.  The specialist will use MS Word & Excel, Arc GIS, traditional paper files, and online databases to record allotment inspections, conversations, and monitoring information for use by forest and regional decision makers.  GPS skills, both data collection and downloading/uploading data to/from a PC; plant ID skills and knowledge of plants are required. These field duties will require the ability to ride horses in rugged, steep terrain.

The specialist will participate in annual meetings with permittees to produce operating instructions for the next grazing year, as well as update or amend those instructions through the approval of the supervisory manager as needed.  The specialist will work with the Natural Resource Conservation Service to implement EQIP range improvement projects; permittees and/or with contractors on various allotments and will supervise the range improvement projects through completion to ensure compliance with Forest Service standards.  Ongoing project work with district wildlife biologists and biologists from cooperating agencies will require the employee to interact with a variety of specialists while implementing projects to Forest Service standards.  The employee will assist the supervisory rangeland manager with environmental assessments and categorical exclusions to ensure NEPA compliance.  Attendance at public and agency meetings on a variety of technical and professional topics will be required.  Use of an ATV and 4-wheel drive vehicle will be necessary as a regular part of this job.  Hiking in cool and hot weather in steep terrain is also essential.  


Location and Topography

The Cave Creek Ranger District consists of over 611,000 acres of Desert, Semi-Desert Grassland, Chaparral and Pinyon-Juniper types of vegetation.  The Verde River flows through the entire district; Horseshoe and Bartlett reservoirs are located here.  It includes a mixed urban interface in North Scottsdale and the communities of Carefree and Cave Creek with luxury homes, historic sites and scattered developments.  The District also experiences high levels of recreation activity along the Verde River and associated reservoirs.  Additionally, the rugged terrain in the vast back country of the Cave Creek Ranger District includes a portion of the Mazatzal and Pine Mountain Wilderness areas as well as lands accessible by backcountry visitors via “jeep” trails, hiking trails, horseback riding, camping and other recreation opportunities.

Topography varies from 1590 feet at Needle Rock in the Sonoran Desert to 7873 feet on Mazatzal Peak.  

The primary administrative site for the Cave Creek Ranger District is located 6.5 miles northeast of Carefree and approximately 30 miles north of Phoenix, Arizona.

Vacancy Announcement:

The vacancy announcements will be posted on the U.S. Government's official website for employment opportunities within the next couple of weeks at www.usajobs.gov.  All applicants who have applied to the announcement on or before the listed date in this announcement and are found to be qualified and in the quality group will be referred for consideration.

The Community:

The neighboring towns of Cave Creek and Carefree rub shoulders along Cave Creek Road.  Cave Creek has the history, saloons, library, and a frontier town atmosphere.  Carefree has the supermarket, the Sundial, and homes for the rich and famous. 
 
The communities share schools, fire department and chamber of commerce and provide all basic services including gas, groceries, bookstores, restaurants, hardware stores, novelty shops, drugstores, and a variety of churches.  If you want a larger variety, it is an easy ½ hour drive into Phoenix and Scottsdale.  

Our current office opened in October 1997 at the Wildcat Administrative Site at the junction of Cave Creek Road and Bartlett Lake Road, approximately 8 miles from the center of Carefree.  Our district office is a modular with a visitor area, offices, restrooms, and lunchroom. The warehouse complex on the site provides storage, showers, laundry, and a drive in area to service and/or load vehicles as well as offices for field going personnel, a kitchen area, restrooms, and large meeting room.  We also have a corral and barn which we share with the County Sheriff’s Department


Weather and Seasons:

As the locals say, there are 2 seasons here…Hot and not so hot.  “But it’s a DRY heat!”

Winters are cool and windy at times, usually ranging around the 50’s and 60’s as highs and 40’s as lows.  Occasionally, there will be a dusting of snow at the district office and even into parts of Scottsdale, but it rarely stays more than 3 or 4 hours.  Snow may stay longer on the north end of the district.

Spring rains bring out the wildflowers and everything “greens up” after the winter browns. Temperatures can get into the 80’s by mid February and stay there for a few months.  By June, temperatures usually hit the low hundreds and vary between heat waves until the end of summer, which, if lucky, happens by early October.  The monsoon season of July and August can get very muggy with storms floating in each afternoon.  Temperatures can reach 120, but usually remain between 100 and 110.  

Precipitation averages from 7 inches per year at lower elevations and ranges up to fifteen inches or more at higher elevations.  The district has two periods of precipitation during the year.  The largest amount usually occurs in the winter season between December and March, and the second period is the summer monsoons, which often start about the middle of June. 

In autumn, nights get cool very quickly after the sun sets, but days can remain in the 90’s.  The low humidity of the desert makes these higher temperatures bearable, but can also make the 70’s very chilly.  Warm coats are often worn from November thru January, especially since your body adjusts very quickly to the warmer temperatures of summer. 

Outreach Response:

If you are interested in applying for this position or receiving more information, please contact:

	Carol Engle, Range Staff
	Cave Creek Ranger District			e-mail:  cjengle@fs.fed.us
	40202 N. Cave Creek Road
	Scottsdale, AZ  85262				phone:  (480) 595-3320


OUTREACH FORM
Tonto National Forest
Cave Creek Ranger District
GS-0454-05/07/09
 Rangeland Management Specialist

Name: ___________________________  E-Mail Address: _________________________


Telephone: _______________________________________________________________

Brief description of background:

















If applicable:
Agency Employed with:  USFS______ BLM_______ Other _______________________

Current duty location (i.e., Region/Forest/District/Area/Unit):

________________________________________________________________________

Current series and Grade: ___________________________________________________

Current Position Title: _____________________________________________________


Submit response to cjengle@fs.fed.us  no later than April 9, 2012.

For further information, contact Carol Engle, Range Staff, by phone (480) 595-3320.
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