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Tierra Seca Meeting Minutes—Wednesday 11/16/2011

Meeting opens at 1:01 pm with 9 members in attendance.  Members voted to approve the minutes from the meetings on September 28 and October 12 and 26, 2011.

I. President’s Report: 
a. Presentation: Alexander Smith: Save the Scenic Santa Ritas—This organization is trying to stop the development of the Rosemont Mine, as it would mine copper in a very scenic area that is also the important beginning point of surrounding watersheds. There’s no need to create new mines when we have other already-existing copper mines that aren’t even operating at full potential. This copper would be shipped and smelted in China anyway. We are currently in a 90 day comment period for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), which will end January 18th. There is a comment session on Saturday in Vail, and there is expected to be one in downtown Tucson closer to the end of the period in January. You can submit a comment online at www.rosemonteis.us with the USFS and say as much as you want, though it is also good to show up in person at a comment session. The USFS is required to respond to all legitimate comments. The EIS is incredibly long, but Save the Scenic Santa Ritas has summarized it and the important points on their website. Alex will keep us up to date on trips he takes out to show opposition to the mine.
b. NRCS Frequency Data Project People participating: Kelsey, Keith, Cameron, Evan, Matt Jewell, Beth, Bridger, Erin – in teams of two. Have the first sheets done and back to Kelsey by Monday!
II. Treasurer’s Report: 

a. Dues ($5 per semester) Kelsey Hawkes, Bridger Skaarer, Alanna Riggs, Trevor Birt, Keith Arnold, Nate Jackson, Lisa Hemovich, Katie Hulpke, Evan Kipnis, Kira Sund, and Cameron Becker, Matthew Lee, Sam Gorel, Anastasia Rabin, Amber Dalke, Beth Freniere, Leawna Broduer, Matthew Jewell, Greg Butler (19 club members)
b. Accounts—We have $2,500.45 in checking and $1,094.34 in savings.
c. ASUA Funding budget (new forms for financial aid)—This is in progress. Matt Lee is working on writing up the club’s annual budget.
III. Miscellaneous

a. T-shirts will be ready to hand out first thing next semester, if not by the last meeting of this semester.
b. African field program in Cameroon—This is a project-driven research opportunity for independent study or internship.  There is also a field program in Namibia.
i. Presentation by Tom Wilson (SWES) & Hans-Werner Herrmann (PLS) on Nov 30th
--We need a projector. Greg Butler will try to be present and share his experiences in Namibia.

Additional items:
Quivira Coalition Conference recap—This was a really great conference. More people should definitely try to go next year. We learned many new concepts about farming, agriculture, ranching, gardening, etc. from many different parts of the world and originating from different techniques, cultures, and ideas. We made many professional contacts and relations. For example, Dennis Maroney would love to have us at his ranch near Bisbee for a day, or a whole weekend. We could travel out there next semester.
We are still willing to participate in a follow-up video for the AZ SRM winter meeting after finals are over, as long as Doug is willing to film and edit the video. Kelsey will email him to confirm.

There may be work out in the Altar Valley for the club—most likely volunteer work. Kelsey has contacts with some of the ranchers, and Greg Butler can also help with contacts. 


Meeting closes at 1:17 pm.

Next Meeting (last meeting of semester):

Wednesday, November 30, 2011
1:00pm
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