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Tierra Seca Meeting Minutes—Wednesday 10/12/2011

Meeting opens at 1:03 pm with 14 members in attendance.  Members voted to approve the minutes from the meeting on September 28, 2011.

President’s Report: 
a. Presentation by Retta Bruegger on Mongolia—This was very cool and detailed.  She talked about the people, culture, climate, the project site she worked on, data collection, extreme weather, dust storms, hail, flash floods, wind, etc., and showed a number of photos.
b. V Bar V Ranch—Members agreed that a summer trip would be a good idea instead of going during Spring Break.
c. SRM Winter Meeting
i. [bookmark: _GoBack]Plant ID Contest—There will be some people at the winter meeting who plan on participating in the national meeting’s plant ID contest, so we can still arrange for a mini practice contest. Anastasia Rabin gave Kelsey the name and email of the person who put together the contest at the AZ summer meeting to see if they want to be involved again for this meeting and possibly come up with prizes for the winners.
ii. Student Fee/Field Trip—Kelsey has yet to be updated on this.
iii. 2-Minute video inviting people to attend meeting (filmed after finals)—This will be a “follow-up” video to one that Doug Tolleson will put out earlier to advertise for the AZ winter meeting. We will just be having fun, and it would be filmed after finals this semester. Doug will film, edit, and post to the internet—we just have to be featured in it. We received a general approval from the club to participate in this. Kelsey will follow up with Doug.
d. Quivira Coalition Conference Nov 8-10th (Tues-Thurs), Albuquerque, NM
i. Scholarships: See www.quiviracoalition.org.  Four scholarships are available that include meals and registration for all three days but not the hotel or travel. Email Catherine Baca at cbaca@quiviracoalition.org for information on how to apply for the scholarship.  You basically just have to email her and tell her you’re interested and it’s on a first-come, first-serve basis. Anastasia gave a description of the conference and her experiences attending it last year, and had a bunch of great things to say about it. Kelsey, Retta Bruegger, and Anastasia Rabin are all known to be attending. If more people went it would help to decrease hotel costs for everybody. Anastasia will find out from Catherine Baca if there is any help from Quivira to support students with hotel costs. 
e. BioBlitz!
i. Friday, October 21-22 at Saguaro National Park
ii. Register at http://www.nationalgeographic.com/field/projects/bioblitz/ .  We are urging individual registration instead of a group registration, which is too difficult to coordinate. Many people have already signed up individually anyway.
f. RISE Symposium (Research Insights in Semiarid Ecosystems)
i. We need help with setup, throughout, breakdown, and selling food and drinks.  At the next meeting, we will specifically talk about how each person is going to help or what they’re going to bring.  It usually starts at 8:30 am, so we’ll need to set up and get coffee going earlier.
g. BSE Lounge (3rd Floor)—Nobody seemed interested in taking on the responsibility of making coffee daily as a fundraiser.



Treasurer’s Report:
h. Dues ($5 per semester) Kelsey Hawkes, Bridger Skaarer, Alanna Riggs, Trevor Birt, Keith Arnold, Nate Jackson, Lisa Hemovich, Katie Hulpke, Evan Kipnis, Kira Sund, and Cameron Becker, Matthew Lee, Sam Gorel
i. Accounts—We have about $3,172.00 in checking and about $1,094.00 in savings.

Miscellaneous
j. Frequency Data compiling for the Pima and Winkelman Natural Resource Conservation Districts
i. This work will earn the club $2,000 to apply to the expenses associated with the trip to Spokane.  Work can be completed from home or school.  
ii. Kristen Egen will give a presentation on Wednesday, October 26th.  We need to rent a projector, as our meeting room doesn’t have one.  Be sure to attend this meeting if you plan on helping the club raise money.
k. Reminder: The meetings on Nov. 23rd and Dec. 7th have been moved to Nov. 16th and 30th, respectively.
l. Constitution Update—We are officially an ASUA-recognized club, so we can request funds from ASUA for the meeting in Spokane.
m. T-shirts—There has been a delay in getting the shirts made and we should look into other companies. Sunrise Silkscreen was recommended because we can get more shirts from them for less money.
n. Peace Corps presentation—Cameron reported that we will host this next semester.
o. Garden in the Desert—Keith reported that this probably will be difficult to make happen, as there is only so much that we can actually legally help with. 
p. African field program in Cameroon—This is a project-driven research opportunity for an independent study or internship.  There is also a field program in Namibia.  At the November 30th meeting, Dr. Tom Wilson of SWES and Hans-Werner Herrmann of PLS will present information to us about these programs.  Mitch suggested that it may also be nice to have Greg Butler speak about the past trips to Namibia at this meeting.
		
Meeting closes at 1:58 pm.

Next Meeting:
Wednesday, October 26, 2011
1:00pm
BSE 218
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