Dean's Office
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
The University of Arizona
Forbes Building, Room 306
1140 E. South Campus Drive
P.O. Box 210036
Tucson, AZ 85721-0036

Dear Dean Burgess,

It has come to our attention that the position for Senior Curatorial Specialist at Herring Hall, held by Phil Jenkins, is currently under review for dismissal. For the past 19 years Phil has been a valuable member of the staff, contributing greatly to the work done at the Herbarium. He is a valuable resource to academia and the public alike. His departure would be a serious mistake that would adversely affect the college, the university, and the community.

Phil Jenkins has dedicated his career to advancing botany at the UA. His research has pursued understanding the Solanaceae family and discovering their origins from South America. He has released multiple publications concerning his research over the years, adding to the positive image of this university as a research institution. His extensive career in botany has awarded him the ability to identify tens of thousands of plants simply by photograph, cell structure, seeds, and leafless stems. In addition, he can provide extensive information about plant specimens, including where it may be found based on geographic and climatic conditions, its origin (whether or not it is native to a particular area), its longevity, what kinds of animals eat it, and what soil types they grow in.

Phil is a wealth of information used freely by members of the university as well as the general public. He is the first resource that professors point their students (of all different majors) toward when plant identification is necessary for class projects and graduate research. He has advised federal, state, and local agencies concerning issues of plant identification in relation to land management. Specialists from many universities, including Northern Arizona University and Arizona State University, have also cooperated with Phil in order to advance understanding in the field of botany. He has even assisted independent organizations out in the field, such as when he has helped the Desert Weedwackers to identify unwanted invasive species.

Students from the School of Natural Resources and the Environment would particularly be at a loss if Phil were to leave the university. Several different courses, including Renewable Natural Resources 230 (Field Botany) and Range Management 456A (Inventory and Monitoring) rely on the herbarium and Phil’s help to identify plant specimens for collection and recording projects. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Forcing Phil to leave the Herbarium at Herring Hall would be a great loss for the university and the community. We hope our words help paint a picture of a truly exemplary individual that has been a great benefit to the public, students, and professionals over his long career here in Tucson. We hope that you reconsider any decisions which will lead to the departure of Phil Jenkins. Many people can attest to the value added by Phil to the university. The individual names and signatures on the following page belong to a diverse band of people who support the continued employment of Phil Jenkins with the University of Arizona.

Signed,

The Students and Professionals of CALS 

This letter was prepared and submit by Tierra Seca, the UA Student Chapter of the Society for Range Management (contact: Kelsey Hawkes khawkes@email.arizona.edu). Please recognize and acknowledge the following individuals for their support to prevent Phil Jenkins from dismissal at the University of Arizona.
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