

[image: Bouteloua gracilis ][image: Bouteloua gracilis ]Tierra Seca
University of Arizona Student Chapter 
Society for Range Management







College of Agriculture and Life Sciences									
School of Natural Resources and the Environment	 									

Tierra Seca Meeting Agenda and Meeting Minutes – Wednesday 08/31/2011

I. Call to Order 1:01pm

II. Presidents Report: 
a. Welcome, Welcome Back, and Introductions 21 people in attendance, including new President Kelsey Hawkes, Vice President Cameron Becker (taking notes in the absence of Secretary Beth Freniere), Treasurer Matthew Lee, and Club Advisor Mitch McClaran. 
b. Background and Information on the Club for New Members Tierra Seca is the club associated with the Ecology and Management of Rangelands option of the Natural Resources Major, and is the U of A Student Chapter of the Society for Range Management. However, even if you aren’t a range student we encourage you to join the club as it will give you experience in a field that will have some relation to yours in the future. 
c. Big Plans for the Year
i. RISE Symposium: Research Insights in Semiarid Ecosystems – Oct. 29 The club will provide complimentary breakfast snacks and beverages to those attending, and we will accept donations.
ii. SRM National Meeting – Spokane, WA, URME, Jan 29 – Feb 3, 2012 URME is the Undergraduate Range Management Exam where the club members form a team to compete against other Universities across the nation.  (see below for study information). They also have the opportunity to participate in job fairs, be hired on the spot, attend presentations, participate in the plant identification contest, and much more. The club raises money throughout the year to pay for all of the URME team to attend (and so if we work hard throughout the semester, the club will pretty much pay for us to go). Costs to consider: hotel rooms, airline tickets, registration fees, food, etc.
iii. V Bar V Ranch – perhaps with ASU? This past August, Tierra Seca attended the summer meeting for the Arizona Section of the SRM at the V Bar V Ranch near Flagstaff, AZ. We provided breakfast and lunch on one of the three meeting days for the society. We were invited to return to the ranch sometime during the next school year to learn more about the ranch and range topics. It will also be a fun get-away for the club. The ASU Student Chapter would like to team up with Tierra Seca, and this event was suggested for that.
iv. Santa Rita Experimental Range (SRER) experience There may be some opportunities for the club to go out to the SRER and help out with some projects. We also have the option to stay at the bunkhouses at Florida Station (headquarters). We can hike the Florida Trail, which is a nice hike, while we are there. We will plan to visit the range once the weather cools down.
v. Frequency Data compiling – Pima and Winkelman Nat. Res. Conservation Districts
1. $2000, Work from home/school September – December We have been offered to digitize some Frequency Data for the Pima and Winkelman Natural Resources Conservation Districts. This would earn the club $2000. They would send a person to campus to train us in how they would like the data organized. We would work on it from mid-September to mid-December on our own time with our own computers.
vi. SRM Winter Meeting – Tucson, AZ The AZ Section of the SRM will be having their winter meeting in Tucson this year, and hopefully right on the U of A campus. We will be expected to help out with some organization things, etc., but we will wait to hear back from AZ Section President Doug Tolleson when we get closer to the event. 
vii. Other smaller events/activities: Peppersauce, hikes, etc. (I will keep you posted) Tierra Seca is really big on making sure that we have other things to do besides work and work. We like to plan fun things, too, such as cleaning up trash around the Peppersauce caves and canyon, going on hikes, etc. We will mostly be planning these things as we go, so Kelsey will keep the group posted.

III. Treasurer’s Report: 
a. Dues ($5) Dues for the semester are $5. This will get you pizza at each meeting as well as a t-shirt (if you don’t already have one. If you would like another one, you unfortunately will have to pay for it). Those who have paid so far include: Kelsey Hawkes, Cameron Becker, Matthew Lee, Bridger Skaarer, Alanna Riggs, Trevor Birt, Keith Arnold, Nathan Jackson, Lisa Hemovich, and Katie Hulpke. 
b. Accounts At each meeting Matt Lee will be providing the amount of money that we have in both our checking and savings accounts. 
c. Check for Deposit from SRM Summer Meeting Food We will be depositing a check that the AZ Section of the SRM wrote to us as reimbursement for the money we spent on the food we provided and served at the summer meeting. The check is for $498.45. 

IV. Miscellaneous
a. ASUA Club Renewal by September 9th: Orgsync renewal form, Fee, & Assembly To renew the club through ASUA each year is required. It is a 3-step process: we must update Tierra Seca’s Orgsync account online with the new President and Treasurer’s information and any other updates (which has already been done). We still have to attend an assembly/powerpoint presentation on club renewal given by the ASUA Executive Vice President, as well as pay a $30 fee. These last two steps will be completed tomorrow by Kelsey Hawkes. 
	Renewing the club has many benefits, especially because ASUA can provide funds to sponsor the club in things like travel, food, and t-shirt expenses. 
b. Herbarium position to be eliminated – Phil Jenkins. 
i. Need letter(s) to save Phil Jenkins is the person who practically runs the Herbarium on campus (which is like a very large library of pressed plant specimens and other plant parts). His position in the herbarium is being eliminated (presumably due to lack of funding). He can sight ID thousands and thousands of different plants, and therefore is a huge resource not just to Natural Resources students, but to all students in CALS. He has been a resource for faculty as well. For example, Phil has been able to identify which plants a handful of seeds belong to when they were taken in to him in the past. It would be a true loss if he were to leave the university because we didn’t think we could afford him. There would be nobody better to run the herbarium as he does. Tierra Seca wants to write letters to the Dean of CALS and other people in order to stop this elimination from occurring. 

The club will write a letter giving the reasons why Phil should not be dropped from the University. Kelsey, Evan, and the other officers will pull their heads together to write a letter A.S.A.P. as decisions are being made and we need to stay in front of everything. We will have the club members all sign the letter, as well as try to get other organizations to either write another letter of their own, or have them sign ours as well. Kelsey will let everybody know about signing the letter (hopefully everything should be done well before the next meeting). 
c. URME Study Team – Larry Howery: requirements, place, times? Larry Howery has agreed to coach the URME team again this year for the nation meeting of the SRM in the winter. It will require a minimum of three students (so far we have ten signed up – most from range, one from wildlife, and one from watershed), as well as the group will meet once a week for two hours to study. All of these ten students make up the whole URME team for the U of A. We each will be awarded an individual score, but they will only take the top three scores from our group to count as our team score. The top 10% of scorers are given the title as a Certified Range Manager. The exam will cover 6 different range ecology and management principles. The top scorer goes to Washington, D.C.

We have agreed to have our first URME study meeting on Thursday September 8th from 5-7pm in BSE 218. 
d. T-Shirts – create new or order more of old? We have decided to keep the same design of our t-shirts, but we will have to figure out how many more (and of what sizes) we need to order. We should get plenty extra because there have been non-club members express the desire to purchase a t-shirt from us. We will begin to figure this out at the next meeting. An email to the listserv may also be sent out. 
e. Glass Cabinet 3rd Floor – Project to improve We can include copies of awards that people have gotten in the past, as well as some more pictures. We should see if Retta has any cool photos from Mongolia that she’d like to put up (also we can see if Retta would like to speak in one of our meetings and tell us about what she did in Mongolia)
f. Bulletin Board Photos? There are three new photos going up onto the bulletin board from the summer meeting of the AZ Section of the SRM (also possibly some of the things listed above)
g. Club Meeting/Social with other Natural Resources Clubs
i. Wildlife and Fisheries Societies, SWES Club Dr. Bill Matter was looking into getting all of the Natural Resources clubs and the SWES club together to have a beginning of the school year meeting/social. We are waiting to hear back from him about that still.
ii. Wildlife/Fisheries/Tierra Seca Social: Tues. Sept. 6, 4:30pm, Gentle Bens This will be fun – everybody should go
iii. Wildlife/Fisheries First Meeting: Monday, September 12, 4:30pm, BSE 124 We are encouraging people to also try to participate in the Wildlife and Fisheries Society as well if they are able to – this will help people get used to different fields of natural resources out there (which all interact in the real world anyways). Wildlife/Fisheries Society and Tierra Seca will be teaming up for events in the future as it is anyways – so join both!!
h. Soccer/Volleyball Competition with Wildlife/Fisheries? We plan to hold unofficial soccer games between the Wildlife/Fisheries Society and Tierra Seca throughout the year at our convenience just to have some fun and hang out. We may mix it up and play volleyball or another sport. 
i. New Members: Listserv, resources For new members – Please get added to the listserv. It is a very good resource. This is where I’ll send emails to announce meetings and other events that are going on with the club. It is also where people will send out notifications of job positions and other such things that are available. You can use Kelsey or any of the officers, or our club advisor, Mitch McClaran as a resource as well. We can answer questions and help with other things, too!
j. Pizza suggestions? We had a suggestion to get pizza from Zachary’s or Gimauldis for next time. Suggestions for toppings: nobody particularly wanted pizza that had more meat, so we’ll probably just stick with pepperoni, cheese, and another more interesting topping. We had good reviews for the pineapple pizza and will probably get that one again next time. 

Additional Information:
-Garden in the Desert: will be opening up a new garden on the north side of Highland garage by October hopefully. They will need help in the meantime with getting some things set up. Tierra Seca may also have the opportunity to have their own stretch of garden (3x20 foot plot) to keep up with. Keith will look into this for us and see what they need help with and report back at the next meeting. 

-The club was in favor of having a Peace Corps representative come in sometime and talk to us about different experiences and recruitment. Kelsey will look into having somebody from the recruiting office on campus come and talk to us. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]-On the SNRE website snre.arizona.edu there is a News Section where you can find an article recapping Tierra Seca’s experience at the 2011 summer meeting of the AZ Section of the SRM. The article is also available to read as a hard copy pinning onto the Tierra Seca bulletin board. 
		
V. Adjournment 2:40pm

Next Meeting: 
Wednesday, September 14, 2011
1:00pm
BSE 218
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