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Research Associate: Enhancing Year Round Milk Production of Organic Dairy Farms 
Animal Scientist / Agronomist
Term:
Postdoctoral Research Associate position (GS-11/12)
Location:
Pasture Systems and Watershed Management Research Unit, University Park, Pennsylvania (located on The Pennsylvania State University campus)
Description of duties: The incumbent will coordinate and conduct collaborative interdisciplinary research between the Pasture Systems and Watershed Management Research Unit and university collaborators across the Northeast. Research will focus on developing practical strategies for organic dairy farmers in the Northeast to improve farm viability by evaluating advanced pasture production and supplementation strategies. Specific duties include collecting year round data from participating organic dairy farms in Pennsylvania, including on-farm feeding studies; assisting with forage field plot trials in Pennsylvania; summarizing and analyzing research data collected by incumbent and collaborators; and serving as project manager of the grant, including coordinating grant advisory board meetings, meeting grant milestones, and writing annual reports. 
Qualification requirements: A Ph.D. is required in Animal Science, Agronomy or a related discipline. The incumbent should be able to independently initiate, organize and lead research projects; interact productively with farmers to collect on-farm pasture and animal management data; work in a multidisciplinary team environment; interpret research results; and prepare research articles for refereed publication. Excellent oral and written communication skills required. Experience or interest in agro-ecology, sustainable agriculture, or organic dairy production/dairy grazing systems preferred. 
Citizenship restrictions: U.S. citizenship is required or citizenship from countries listed at http://www.afm.ars.usda.gov/hrd/jobs/visa/countries.htm 
Information on application procedures is available at: 


http://www.afm.ars.usda.gov/divisions/hrd/hrdhomepage/vacancy/pd962.html 
Information on employee benefits is available at:  
http://www.usajobs.opm.gov/ei61.asp 
For questions specific to this position or to apply, contact: 

Dr. Kathy Soder, USDA/ARS, Pasture Systems and Watershed Management 
Research Unit, Building 3702, Curtin Road, University Park, PA  16802-3702

ph: 814-865-3158, fax: 814-863-0935, Email: Kathy.Soder@ars.usda.gov

Location website: http://ars.usda.gov/naa/pswmru
USDA/ARS is an equal opportunity provider and employer

