RISG update meeting, online, 7 July 2023, 15:00–18:00 CEST
Present: Igshaan Samuels, South Africa (chair); Ken Otieno, Kenya; Guondong Han, China; Serena Ferrari, France; Anders Oskal, Norway; Andiswa Finca, South Africa; Cecilia Turin, Peru; Ruijin Long, China; David Borre, Mexico; Hijaba Ykhanbai, Mongolia; Kishore Sheik Amamed, India; Perumal Vivekanandan, India; Tatsama Motilal, India; Moussa Ka, Senegal; Layne Coppock, USA; Dana Kelly, Australia; Irene Mukalo, Kenya; Zuriñe Alba Iglesias González, Spain; Francesca Pasetti, Italy; Ann Waters-Bayer, Germany (minutes) 

Welcome by Igshaan
· Meeting to give special attention to what is happening in the regions, and the challenges faced in specific regions.  
· The RISG in South Asia requested that we listen to a song made especially about the IYRP. It is not yet posted on their webpage of the IYRP website, but the RISG communications person could do this or ask Barbara Hutchinson to help them post it. Vivek: If anyone needs any focus on local issues, I will include in the song to suit your region. 
Report from RISG West & Central Africa (WCA) – Serena & Moussa
· The RISG reshuffled its governance: it now has a steering committee made up of 2 co-chairs (Harouna & Serena), 2 representatives of the 2 main pastoralist organisations in West Africa and 1 representative from research on pastoralism in the region. 
· The RISG is organising a scientific symposium on pastoralism in WCA in November 2024 in Dakar, Senegal, with participants from WCA and some other regions, e.g. someone from the Mongolian Government. An organising committee and a scientific committee are being formed. They wanted to include Maryam as IYRP representative but, if she cannot, then maybe Igshaan or Ann. They work in French and English; people in the committees should speak both languages. They want to expand the scientific committee. The themes are still being defined and will be clear in a month. All are invited to join the event.
· A filmmaker from Belgian will be making a film on pastoralism in WCA to support advocacy work. It is a challenge to reach pastoralists in the field and to make the IYRP known. A user-friendly short film could be spread by Whatapp, Twitter and Facebook. 
· Moussa is focussing on communications to make the IYRP known. He has created an email list to share news, and customised the IYRP logo for WCA; this will be ready in a few days.
Comments:
· Cecilia: Who is in the target audience of the symposium?
· Serena: Researchers but the RISG wants good participation also from pastoralists & the private sector. It is a way to disseminate research results and make them available to society. The event will be in person. They need about 100,000 Euro and are fundraising from development cooperation agencies and donor NGOs. All types of pastoralists and agropastoralists will be covered, using the IYRP definition that encompasses very diverse types of pastoralists.
· Moussa can respond to any further questions about the event.
Report from RISG Arctic (Anders) 
· Just had annual gathering of Sámi reindeer herder in Norway, where they recommended to all members not to cooperate with the Norwegian State in predator management. Predator populations have exploded. 
· Rights of pastoralists: Norwegian Supreme Court ruled 2 years ago, when herders opposed largest wind park in Europe, that this is a breach of human rights, but there is still no follow up, the turbines are still standing, the company is earning money. The herders want the wind turbines dismantled. 
· Reindeer herders also won victory over the State about setting up power lines. 
· Through the Supreme Court in Sweden, the reindeer herding community in Girjas won back their rights to hunt and fish in their traditional territories, but face threats from people opposing recognition of these rights. A reindeer herding commission was set up, but herders are doubtful about the outcomes. 
· In Finland, the proposed Sami Parliament Act has been blocked by the Centre Party, which is a breach with the ruling in the Human Rights Council; it concerns who gets to define who are indigenous people. 
· Anders was in Mongolia and met Dukha reindeer herders in the north; they have started a new Global Environmental Facility (GEF) project on resilience of reindeer herders, together with the Government of Mongolia. They are developing 13 courses for reindeer pastoralist youth on land degradation, leadership, diplomacy, negotiation etc. Anders met with the Vice-Minister for Food, Agriculture & Light Industry (MoFALI) and was able to discuss the IYRP with him. There is a new national policy of Mongolia to focus on the identity of Mongolia.
· The 2026 World Reindeer Herders Congress will be held in Mongolia, which is neutral ground for the herders in Russia. The UNCCD COP will also be held that year in Mongolia. 
· Link to news articles: https://reindeerherding.org/news but the RISG has not yet put this news on the IYRP website. Anders met with young reindeer herders who could help in raising interest in the IYRP. 
Comments:
· Tatsama: We are trying to design better capacity-building courses for our youth pastoralists; these 13 courses on diplomacy, negotiation, etc., would be very helpful.
Report from RISG Australasia (Dana)
· The RISG is developing guidelines for contributions of subgroups within different states of Australia. They want a certain number of women and indigenous groups within the subgroups. 
· Dana is liaising with people in New Zealand to start setting up a regional plan. 
· The RISG is making a membership drive to increase the number of people involved, especially the number of pastoralists. 
· A Traditional Knowledge Forum is being prepared for the International Rangeland Congress (IRC) in Australia in 2025; the focus of the Forum will be on conserving plants and animals in land management. 
· A major challenge is to find people with time to get involved in the RISG, particularly indigenous people and pastoralists.
· Additional notes sent by Dana: I undertook a short survey to ascertain key social issues for grasslands around the world, with support from Ann Waters-Bayer and Rashmi Singh. I presented the results in my paper at the International Grassland Congress (IGC) in Kentucky. One clear answer was that most people thought there was little difference between rangelands and grassland social issues; there is greater difference between regions, not between rangelands or grasslands. We consider this to be a pilot survey, and think it is probably worth expanding the sample size; only 29 people responded to this preliminary survey. So I am considering whether or not I look for funding to expand the survey. It would be helpful if other RISGs could let me know if they think it is a good idea to expand the sample size. I am happy to share the current pilot survey question.
We also had a poster about the Social Glossary on pastoralism at the IGC. 
Report from RISG North America (Layne & David) 
· The RISG has 3 co-chairs: Barry (Canada), David (Mexico) and Layne (USA). 
· In May, the 3 governments signed a letter of intent to conserve and manage grasslands (wildlife and ecosystem). A small group will be formed with government agencies and voluntary members. 
· International Seminar on Grassland Ecology & Management was held in June; David attended. The IYRP was mentioned. 
· Layne is trying to merge IYRP and Society for Range Management (SRM) activities and have more globalisation of SRM. There was an opportunity for a large IYRP voice in SRM policy recommendations for American Farm Bill, which is updated every 5 years; now in Congress. SRM is promoting rangeland working landscapes, more young people in rangeland professions, more awareness raising about rangelands for the general public and policymakers, strengthening the main federal agencies (US Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management).
· Jim O’Rourke attended the IGC in Kentucky in May and was excited about the enthusiasm in the IGC for the IYRP. We should continue cultivating relationships with the grasslands people. 
· Layne is trying to refresh the American stakeholder network: about 100 participants but most are not active; trying to get them more involved.
· SRM has 21 sections; received feedback from 7 sections about concerns about rangelands in America. He is seeking examples of how SRM sections have influenced policy. 
· Barry could perhaps add some written update about activities in Canada.
Planned activities: 
· 2023 America’s Grasslands Conference to be held in August; a big diverse group is coming from Mexico. 
· Layne is planning for 3rd IYRP presence at SRM meeting, after IYRP events in Albuquerque in 2022 and Boise in 2023, planning for SRM 2024 in Sparks, Nevada, at least workshop, possibly also a symposium. 
· After Jim’s visit to IGC, the RISG has been in contact with someone in USDA (United States Department of Agriculture), who encouraged them to submit a proposal for a multi-year IYRP communications strategy in North America. They are developing a concept note (CN) for a comprehensive comms strategy targeting all stakeholder groups, policymakers and the general public; aiming to build comms capacity, possibly through a small grant opportunity for proposals from stakeholders. 
· The RISG North America does not yet have a clearly articulated action plan.
Comments:
· Zuriñe: Does the RISG NA have an Instagram page? David: Elena in the NA comms team is in charge of Instagram and Twitter. Zuriñe: I suggest that we coordinate our social media inputs to make them coherent with other RISGs.
· Layne: We need a research component to help devise a comms strategy, perhaps some focus groups and national surveys, to inform where we should put our comms dollars. We need a more aggressive social media presence.
· Igshaan: A comms strategy is needed at global level, Natasha Maru volunteered to be part of the effort but we have not yet found someone who can coordinate comms at global level.
· Dana requested that the CN for fundraising in the USA be shared so that similar efforts could be made in Australia and elsewhere to develop comms strategies. Layne is happy to share the CN, which he will start working on next week, with half a dozen people (including Jim). The person from USDA indicated that Mexico and Canada are also eligible for funding as long as the project will benefit USA agriculture. 
· Dana: The RISG Australasia is planning to get a comms expert at a university to work together with students to develop a comms strategy for the RISG.
· Layne: The proposal to USDA would have funding for a part-time comms specialist.
Report from RISG South America (Cecilia)
· Seeking to increase awareness of society and stakeholders to recognise pastoralists; in South America, pastoralism is not recognised as a livelihood or economic activity. She made presentations at the Institute of Andean Studies and University of Peru about pastoralists in the Andes; she can share links to the presentations. Society does not know that these systems exist and their value. 
· The Government of Peru sent a letter of support for the IYRP to the Government of Mongolia on 20 May but received no reply from the Government of Mongolia. 
· A professor in the Animal Production Department of the School of Animal Science at the National Agrarian University La Molina has developed a course on Andean pastoralism, as part of efforts to revise university curricula to include pastoralism. 
· The RISG submitted a proposal to a programme of the British Museum to document the indigenous knowledge of Andean pastoralists; it was not accepted, but they could resend it next year. A proposal was made to National Geographic to map pastoralists in Latin America, but it was not accepted. 
· In the map of pastoralists being developed by the League of Pastoral Peoples (LPP), South America is underrepresented. It is difficult to reach organisations in the region working with pastoralists. Paul Mundy from LPP trained Cecilia to upload information, but there are conceptual differences on the unit to include; in South America, the concept of community is used. It is a different typology of pastoralists than used in other parts of the world. 
Planned activities:
· Pablo Manzano included a session on Latin American pastoralists in the World Anthropology Congress in India in September 2023. 
· In the Andean region, the International Year of Camelids (IYC) 2024 overlaps with IYRP, as the animals kept in the Andes are camelids. LPP is organising meetings to develop an agenda for the IYC. FAO has set up an international Steering Committee (SC); LPP could be considered as a SC member, but from South America, the powerful textile industry was successful in taking advantage of this platform; it does not represent pastoralist producers but it was not possible to convince FAO to incorporate producers into the SC. This could set a precedent for the SC of the IYRP 2026, if we want to work with pastoralists. 
· Pablo Frere submitted a case of a silvopastoralism system to the FAO Conference on Sustainable Livestock Transformation in September, and to the 2023 annual assembly of the Global Alliance for Sustainable Livestock (GASL) in October in Thailand. 
· Pablo and colleagues are conducting comparative research about emissions of wild and domestic herbivores in the rangelands in Latin America. 
Comments: 
· Igshaan: The IYRP Global Coordinating Group (GCG) will need to plan how the International SC for the IYRP 2026 is constituted to give equitable voice to pastoralists.
· David: Is there contact with the Alianza del Pastizal in Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay and Brazil, which is exporting beef to Europe? Cecilia: These producers differ from Andean pastoralists; they are more organised and have lobbies in the government. The Andean pastoralists are poor indigenous peoples who are not well organised, who lack representation/ voice, and connectivity, even by phone; they use mainly radio. The few powerful actors take advantage of the situation; the indigenous pastoralists are a much bigger group and are underrepresented. We were not successful in convincing FAO and other international organisations to address the concerns of indigenous pastoralists. We need to work on governance. Poor Andean pastoralists cannot travel to represent themselves; they would have to hire people to care for their animals. Their children are not really pastoralists any more but perhaps they could represent them. 
Report from RISG South Asia (Tatsama & Vivek) 
· The RISG has 92 members, including 78 in India. It needs more members from other countries in the region. 
· Several events: South Asia learning and exchange programme to sustain pastoralism, April, Ahmedabad; online sharing “Toward sustainability and inclusion”, May; regional workshop on managing rangelands in the Hindu Kush Himalayas for multiple benefits, 29 May–2 June, ICIMOD
· Orientation of National Youth Pastoralism Association about IYRP
· Supporting first ever Pastoral Census in India
· Opening new channels of communication in government bodies and FAO India 
· IYRP song by SEVA
· New RISG co-chair: Arun Dixit.
· Made proposal to FAO India to take IYRP into campaign mode; FAO India does not have separate funds for IYRP but the activities could be fitted into existing programmes. The RISG has no core funding; looking for international funders; other proposals in progress. 
Planned activities:
· Raising awareness in communities and among key stakeholders, including regional webinars
· Organising 2-day national workshop 13–14 Sept with stakeholders and policymakers and also regional workshops, aiming to develop a national grassland policy
· Submission of proposal with ILRI New Delhi office, ICIMOD and FAO
· Documentation of 10 best pastoralist practices; Vivek suggested global-level award for good practices and to give a prize in Mongolia in 2026
· Online dialogue with recently formed Pastoral Cell in India’s Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying to develop enabling policies for pastoralists; set up as a result of NGO lobbying. Through this Cell, only local governments can get funds, not NGOs and CSOs. 
· Challenges: no core funding; no fulltime coordinator; only ad hoc volunteers; cannot tap public funds.
Comments:
· Layne: What is campaign strategy vs comms strategy? Tatsama: Not just communication materials but targeted messages, trying to make the RISG a people’s movement, trying to foster youth pastoralists, reaching policymakers. Layne: My use of “communications” was inclusive of a campaign strategy.
Report from RISG Eastern & Southern Africa (Ken & Andiswa)
· The RISG is strengthening different Working Groups (WGs) within it – communications, policy, resource mobilisation – which are moving slowly and may need some revamping. It is engaging with members in both subregions and plans a joint meeting end of August. The RISG members in the different countries have been asked for updates to share then.
· RISG is working with IGAD (Intergovernmental Authority for Development) to develop a framework for pastoral mobility, based on IGAD’s transhumance protocol. Member countries started domesticating it.
· An RISG member Hannah Longole (Uganda) took part in an indigenous peoples global congress in Colombia organised by IPBES-UNESCO (Intergovernmental Science–Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services / United Nations Educational, Scientific & Cultural Organization); another member Loupa Pius (Uganda) attended an indigenous peoples conference on biodiversity and food in Thailand; both shared information about IYRP 2026.
· Andiswa attended the IGC in Kentucky and, in the IYRP session, discussed opportunities around the IYRP, including issues of gender, climate change and pastoralism.
· A letter from the South African Government supporting the IYRP was sent to Government of Mongolia. 
Planned activities:
· Lokiriam annual commemoration of peace agreement between Karamojong and Turkana pastoralists in September 
· International Land Coalition (ILC) is holding an African Learning Exchange on Rights & Conservation on 2–6 October – an opportunity to raise more awareness about the IYRP. RECONCILE will report how community-led participatory rangeland management (PRM) has worked.
· African Climate Action Summit to be held 4–6 September in Kenya; in presentations, it will be easy to link with the IYRP campaign. 
· RECONCILE plans a regional conference involving pastoralist groups from Eastern African countries.
· African Land Policy Centre is holding the 2023 Conference on Land Policy in Africa on 21–24 November in Addis Ababa (consortium: African Union Commission, African Development Bank; United Nations Economic Commission for Africa) – an opportunity to raise awareness about the IYRP among them. 
· Igshaan will present a keynote address at the Grassland Society of Southern Africa annual congress on 24–28 July.
· In South Africa, approval was received for funding development of farm management plans – an opportunity to engage with farmers to develop plans suitable for local conditions rather than one size fits all. (In South Africa, the word “farmers” refers to pastoralists.)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Report from RISG East Asia (Ruijun)
· The RISG focuses mainly on China, interacting with the National Forestry and Grassland Administration, the Ministry of Agriculture & Rural Affairs and the Chinese Grassland Society at national level; also linking with government bodies at provincial level. 
· Annual meeting of Chinese Grassland Society on 9 April with session on the IYRP; Ruijun presented IYRP activities planned in 2023; 2 pastoralists presented, also 3 experts from academic institutes.
· International Forum of University Alliance of the Belt and Road held a meeting on 27 April, where Ruijun promoted the IYRP initiative. 
· ICIMOD regional workshop on managing rangelands in the Hindu Kush Himalayas for multiple benefits, with session on voice from pastoralist communities; discussed road to IYRP 2026; suggested Asian Highland Pastoralism Network and Asian Highlands Nomadic Festival.
· Paper will be published soon in Animal Frontiers on insights into the merits and market potential of yak meat, highlighting the zero slaughter waste strategy; another paper prepared on “Meta-analysis revealed indigenous bovines more environmental-friendly than improved bovines” because of lower CO2 emissions and better nitrogen utilisation efficiency.
· Workshop on food security and sustainable development strategies of mountain agriculture in the highlands of pan China Pakistan economic corridor in June.
Planned activities: 
· Rangeland and yak forum on 29–30 July
· IYRP field trip in Inner Mongolia in August; IYRP field trip in Tibet and Qinghai Provinces in September 
· Submitted case to FAO Conference on Sustainable Livestock Transformation to be held in Rome on 25–27 September
· Asian Highlands Nomadic Festival on 23 October in Bhutan
· Sustainable animal agriculture for developing countries in November, with session on yaks
· Asian Highlands Pastoral Network to be set up for 2023–26
· Joint publications by scientists in China and Mongolia on rangelands & pastoralists
Challenges:
· Lack of interactions among scholars, herders and private sector in pastoral regions
· Shortage of practical models and applicable solutions to help promote pastoralist livelihoods
· Lack of joint international activities on IYRP in the region, also with Mongolia or other neighbouring countries.
Comments: 
· Igshaan: Field trips in pastoral areas are useful as awareness-raising campaigns, a way to get more pastoralists involved in the IYRP movement. 
Report from RISG Europe (Francesca & Zuriñe)
· After a recent election, there has been a change in co-chairs in Europe, now 3 persons: 2 pastoralists (1 woman, 1 man); the election offered an opportunity for more pastoralists to take part; the group wants more countries in Europe to be represented.
· Involved in declaration of transhumance as World Cultural Intangible Heritage through UNESCO: 1st group of countries was Austria, Greece & Italy; declared in 2019; application by the 2nd group of 10 countries includes France & Spain should be approved in December 2023; a 3rd group is now starting but still looking for a country willing to be the team leader; currently negotiating with Mexico. David (from Mexico) and Francesca will discuss this bilaterally. The movement was originally European but is now worldwide. When the focal points of the 10 countries met to prepare documents for the declaration, they were informed about the IYRP.  
· Involved in an initiative to protect Europe’s rural areas through integrated development planning. In Spain, the law protecting transhumance paths could be an example for almost all countries. An ancient transhumance route passing through Madrid was revived in 1993 and is used once annually (in 3rd week of October) each year.
· The Council of Europe has certified transhumance routes as cultural heritage in Spain, France, Italy, Greece, Albania and cross-border. 
· Information about pastoralism in Spain was recently set to the LPP pastoralist map; now asking Greece and Portugal to make report on pastoralism in their countries for the LPP map. 
· The RISG asked all countries to submit success stories to the FAO conference in September; 2 cases from Spain were submitted. 
· In Europe, large intensive livestock-keepers say they represent pastoralists, but small-scale producers living in remote areas have little voice. The RISG Europe has similar challenges as in other regions, such as finding people who have time to represent such pastoralists and, in Europe, can speak English. 
Activities planned:
· A project was proposed to Erasmus Plus for sharing between students of agriculture in several countries, not only European.
· Want to develop strategic plans for coming months based on survey made among RISG members.
· Comms strategy is not yet clear; want to clarify how to work with the email list; plan to set up fundraising WG; plan to set up a calendar for Europe that shows national activities related to pastoralism; communication will be primarily via social media, especially to reach young people. 
· Want to create an image of RISG Europe, with an open letter to show what it plans to do. 
· Promoting shepherds schools such as in Spain and France.
· Meeting of platform of extensive livestock graziers in September in Spain. 
· Francesca: When such Zoom meetings are held, all participants should write the country beside the name of the participant. 
· Zuriñe asked how to contribute to the IYRP website. Ann will put her in contact with Barbara Hutchinson, who handles this aspect of the website, hosted by the University of Arizona, and can provide guidelines and, if necessary, some training.
Comments:
· Igshaan: What does leadership for the UNESCO process entail? How is it funded?
· Francesca: There are no special funds available for this; each country in Europe had to pay for its own work; the lead country paid for the filmmaking. It is a big responsibility to coordinate all the meetings. The next proposal would have to be submitted by March 2025 if we want the next declaration of intangible cultural heritage to be made in December 2026. Before leading the proposal, the country must have declared transhumance an intangible cultural heritage in its own country. The ambassadors to UNESCO must say that their countries will participate. The government organisation involved is usually the Ministry of Culture, sometimes the Ministry of Agriculture – they must want to participate.
· Igshaan: After completing the 2nd wave of applications, we can bring this to the IYRP agenda again. 
Report from RISG Central Asia & Mongolia (CAM) (Hijaba) 
· Problems with audio; sent PPT, which is summarised below:
· 2 co-chairs: Hijaba and Hasrat Arjjumend; together with several RISG members in Central Asia and Mongolia, they drafted a regional action plan.  
· Mongolian Government (MoFALI) plans to set up National Committee for IYRP 2026.
· RISG co-chair joined Global Gathering of WeCan Initiative of FAO Committee on Forestry in April. 
· Mongolian Rangeland Forum on 15 June discussed monitoring of environmental services of rangelands.
· Legislation is being drawn up in Mongolia for herders’ contract to use pastures (vs common resources policy), still being discussed in Parliament.
· Online meeting of CAPA (Central Asia Pastoral Alliance) on community land, policy and legislation in June with participants from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia and Uzbekistan. 
· Drafted action plan for 2023 and strategy for regional- and global-level cooperation.
· Developing database of pastoralist communities in the CAM region (FAO, JASIL/CAPA).
Planned activities:
· Organise experience-sharing retreats among members & partners in Mongolia (JASIL, August.)
· Certification “Responsible Nomads“ for livestock products (Mongolian Federation of Pastoral User Groups (NFPUG), September).
· Organising Summer Field School on “Mountain Transhumance, Pastoralism and Rangeland Governance” (The Grassroots Institute, RDF, JASIL & others, 12–15 September). 
· Regional CAPA meeting (Kyrgyzstan, October).
· Workshop “Women in Natural Ecosystems Conservation and Restoration” (Rural Development Fund (RDF), Kyrgyzstan, November).
· Possibly short film on pastoralism in CAM, together with French filmmaker.
· Publication in AsylZher Press newspaper on positive examples of pasture management of the State Forest Fund (Kyrgyz Association of Forest & Land Users (KAFLU), Kyrgyzstan).
Concluding remarks
Igshaan highlighted a key point that came out of this meeting: the need to increase involvement of pastoralists in IYRP structures, activities and communications, with a view to better representation of pastoralists in governance during the IYRP 2026.
He thanked all the RISGs for taking part in the meeting. All RISG co-chairs are in the GCG, which will meet on 17 July for about 2 hours. He will now finalise the agenda for that meeting and send the link. Another regional co-chair could take part in that meeting to split responsibilities and time inputs, but all co-chairs are welcome to attend. 
Action points:
· RISG South Asia to post IYRP song on regional page of IYRP website or ask Barbara to help them post it.
· Layne to share concept note for fundraising from USDA.
· Each RISG to send its update report to Igshaan and Ann, who will compile the reports to send to the International Support Group (ISG) and to post on the IYRP website.
· Ann to put Zuriñe in contact with Barbara for guidance re: posting items on the IYRP website.
· Ann to resend to all RISGs the guidance letter for writing letters of support for the IYRP.
· Igshaan to send details about GCG meeting to all RISG co-chairs.
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