Progress Report of [IYRP — South Asia during
November 2022 to January 2023

1. Pastoral Youth Conclave and IYRP Round Table Discussion
We organized roundtable discussion on [YRP during the Pastoral Youth Conclave
Festival held on Jan. 19 to Jan. 21 at Bhuj, Gujarat. Totally 25 members participated
in the discussion representing CSOs, Pastoralists, officials of Govt. Departments.
Pastoral youth Conclave has been organized by Sahjeevan / CFP in association with
Living Lightly Exhibition. Members have agreed to take up campaigns enlisted
below : Access to Resources, Water, Youth, Role of women, Mobility.
Preparation of Map on pastoralists and pasture land in India and also later for South
Asia, support mechanism to pastoralists under National Livestock Mission,
collaboration with IGFRI for regeneration of pasture land in association with CSOs
have been discussed during the meeting.

2. Pastoral Cell in The Ministry

Now Government has formed Pastoralists Cell in the Ministry of Fisheries and
Animal Husbandry and Dairying. Members of RISG South Asia including
pastoralists, CSOs participated in the “Pastoralists Meeting” organized by
Ministry of Fisheries and Animal Husbandry and Dairying on 27 January at
New Delhi. During this meeting we circulated few points to be taken up at
policy level:

1. Formal recognition of Pastoralist communities’ identity and their enormous

economic contribution: documentation of pastoralists numbers (census) and
their livestock and economic contribution across the country by 2026, and
creation of the pastoral cell with an inter-ministry collaboration relevant for
the livestock sector.

2. Drafting a National Pastoralists and Rangeland policy by 2026 with a
participatory approach: Ensure continued access to traditional and critical
grazing areas in forests areas, grasslands and village commons, and smooth
inter-state movement of pastoralists.

3. Access to veterinary care system to pastoralists with special attention to

design and connectivity issues in the remote and in-accessible regions.



4. Enacting participation and allocating funds for the activities under UN

recognized International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) 2026.

5. Easing the access to the Civil Society Organization (CSO) Funds for

organizations working on pastoralists issues and concerns.

Please refer to Annexure I for details

3. IYRP Awareness Material in Different Languages

We prepared 2 page information on the significance of [YRP 2026 in English,
Kannada, Hindi, Marathi for circulation to Pasroralists, and officials of
Government departments both at central and state level.

They are shown in Annexure -2

ANNEXURE I

1. Formal recognition of Pastoralist communities’ identity and their enormous economic
contribution: documentation of pastoralists numbers (census) and their livestock and
economic contribution across the country by 2026, and creation of the pastoral cell with
an inter-ministry collaboration relevant for the livestock sector

a. Completion of Pastoralist Census by 2026: This would be beneficial in giving an idea on
the numbers of pastoralists and their animals along with the details on the herd types,
grazing spaces and migratory routes, access to social benefits, entitlements and rights, etc.

b. Formation of a pastoral cell with Ministry to anchor projects and aid with re-designing of
legal and implementation frameworks through pastoralists’ participation.

c. Document and evaluate all the ‘ecosystem services’ of pastoralists and their herds.

d. Collaborate with state Biodiversity Boards for preparation of Bio-cultural Protocols for
over 40 pastoralist communities across the country

2. Drafting a National Pastoralists and Rangeland policy by 2026 with a participatory
approach: Ensure continued access to traditional and critical grazing areas in forests
areas, grasslands and village commons, and smooth inter-state movement of pastoralists



a. All committees under the FRA (FRCs, SDLCs and DLCs) to ensure the rights of
dependent pastoralists for access to grazing spaces in forest and forest fringe areas are
recognized and protected under the Forest Rights Act 2006 by 2026. MoTA and
MOoEFCC should work together to ensure that the rights of pastoralist groups (Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers) for permanent and seasonal access to forest grazing
resources are secured and recognized.

b. Provide special smartcards for all pastoralists by 2026 to ease movement within and
across state boundaries (this can also facilitate procurement of PDS supplies and ration
while on the move).

c. A special focus on pastoralist’s participation and knowledge contribution for the
rangeland regeneration and restoration: All existing and upcoming state and central-
level schemes targeting regeneration of grasslands/forests need to be carried out with
the prior informed consent and participation of dependent pastoralist groups/their
representatives. Miscalculated prioritization of forests and tree cover over pastoralist
rights to grasslands and grazing resources must be avoided.

d. Ministry of Animal Husbandry; the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change and the Ministry of Tribal Affairs are to jointly consult pastoralist groups/their
representatives for coming to a consensus on matters pertaining to use of grazing
spaces.

e. Draft Grasslands Policy — envisaging the protection and conservation of grasslands -
is to be prepared with pastoralists participation and is to be made public for stakeholder
consultations.

f. Capacity building of Gram Panchayat Units to retrieve, revive and/or protect at least
one contiguous common village grazing land with supporting resources (water, and
fodder species) from encroachment — sufficient to meet the needs of at least 60% of
the livestock herds across the lean season.

Access to veterinary care system to pastoralists with special attention to design in the
remote and in-accessible regions

a. Capacities building of Gram Panchayat Units to provide vaccination for livestock of
resident and mobile pastoralists.

b. List and promote growth of bio-resources and provide training workshops necessary for
ethno-veterinary practices beneficial of livestock health.

c. Provide two-wheelers to Pashu Sakhis to extend Veterinary services for Pastoral
communities.

d. Re-design mobile veterinary units to serve mobile pastoralists and herds in inaccessible
and non-motorable areas, with subsidized doctor fees and travel charges.

Enacting participation and allocating funds for the activities under UN recognized
International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) 2026



a. Allocate a budget for the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists 2026.
Collaborate with the South Asia Regional [YRP Support Group to (a) list out the utility
of the budget and (b) formulate a campaign team to anchor knowledge generation and
awareness activities in India, and eventually also pilot campaign initiatives for South

Asia.

c. Supporting major livestock-oriented festivals and cultural ceremonies in the country
by 2026.

d. Closely coordinate with and support the strengthening of National Youth Pastoralist
Association.

5. Easing the access to the Civil Society Organization (CSO) Funds for organizations
working on pastoralists issues and concerns

a. At present, CSOs can submit project proposal through the State Govt. / Animal
Husbandry Dept. / the state-level steering committee. Once approved then it is
forwarded to Ministry of Fisheries & Animal Husbandry Dept. This is a highly time-
consuming process and often results in delays in fund release. We request for a direct
fund flow from Centre of the Pastoral cell to the organizations working in the pastoral
sector.

ANNEXURE- 2

\ Significance of the International Year of
IYRP mesm™ Rangelands & Pastoralists

United Nation’s General Assembly (UNGA) declared 2026 as International Year of Rangelands
and Pastoralists (IYRP) on 15th March, 2022. Government of India has supported this proposal
of Mongolia to the UN along with other 60 countries and 300 organisations globally.

UNGA affirms with 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development for eradicating poverty in all its
forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty to achieving sustainable development in its three
dimensions economic, social and environmental — in a balanced and integrated manner. It
recognises that “pastoralism is a dynamic and transformative livelihood linked to the diverse
ecosystems, cultures, identities, traditional knowledge and historical experience of coexisting with
nature”. Sustainable rangelands and pastoralism are vital for contributing to economic growth
and for resilient livelihoods and UNGA asked FAO to facilitate the implementation of the [YRP
in 2026.



The rangelands cover over half of the world’s earth surface (scientists currently estimate 54%)
and is thus our largest ecosystem, but is most endangered and least protected. Around the world,
rangelands support the livelihoods and food security of hundreds of millions of pastoralists, who
provide livestock products not only for themselves but also for millions of others. Pastoralists use
their livestock to convert often sparse and short-lived vegetation that cannot be consumed by
humans into inexpensive, healthy food with high-quality protein for both domestic and export
markets. They thus contribute to global nutrition and food security.

In India, savannah grassland ecosystems cover various biomes (high-elevation Sholas in the
Western Ghats, low-lying peninsulas, Himalayan plateaus, etc.) and occupy 17% of the
geographical area of the country. Savannah grasslands in India supports 13 million pastoralists
who belong to 46 different nomadic and settled pastoralist communities, contribute 3% to the
national GDP and providing employment and livelihood for 70% of the rural population while
conserving 75 livestock breeds out of 202 registered breeds by NBAGR ( till 2021).

The most of the savannah grasslands in mountain region were converted into Eucalyptus and Pines
plantations during 1960s. Village common lands under the control of revenue department used for
grazing is targeted for afforestation or for infrastructure development. These lands are mistakenly
classified under waste land and uncultivated barren type category and targeted for climate change
mitigation projects in the form of tree plantations or renewable energy projects like solar and wind
farms. Due to this the total area under grasslands has reduced from 18 million hectares (mha) in
2005 to 12.3 mha in 2015 according to one report of Government (Pandey, 2019). The access to
banni grasslands in Kutch or traditional grazing area in forests are legally restricted for local
livestock dependent communities and their contribution to the environment or conservation of
biodiversity through ecosystem services are being compromised to a larger extant.

As stewards of the rangelands, pastoralists play a vital role in maintaining and increasing
biodiversity and providing ecosystem services, such as in carbon sequestration and protection of
watersheds. Whereas industrial, confined, intensive livestock production has a big carbon and
water footprint, the footprint of pastoral systems has been scientifically proven to be next to nil.
Rangelands sustained by pastoralism form the largest carbon sink on the planet. Keeping
rangelands managed under sustainable grazing practices is essential for climate change mitigation.
Pastoralism is a production system that requires little fossil-fuel energy. It relies primarily on self-
generating natural pastures. It also helps to prevent wildfires, since grazing consumes much of the
ground level vegetation that could provide the fuel to burn. Thus, pastoralism can be a nature-
friendly livestock production system that optimises the dynamic balance between production and
sustainability under highly variable and changing conditions. The [YRP aims to raise awareness
and fill knowledge gaps globally about the considerable benefits provided by healthy rangelands
and sustainable pastoralism. It will also advocate for strengthening the capacity of the pastoral
livestock sector and for increasing responsible investment in this sector.

We encourage all departments, civil society organisations and stakeholders to make awareness on
the theme “protection and regeneration of grazing lands together with sustainable pastoralism” in
their area or region and make convergence with existing schemes or programs for celebrating this
declaration commencing now till the end of 2026 .



Contacts:

Dr Amaresh Chandra, President, Range Management Society of India,
ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute, Jhansi — 284003 (UP)
E mail : amaresh62@yahoo.com

Mob-9450041285

Dr. Debalina Mitra

Assistant Commissioner,

Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying,

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying,

Government of India. Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi-110001.Phone : 011-23311034

I'YRP- Global Coordination & Regional Coordination for South Asia
Regional Co-ordinator P.Vivekanandan E-mail : vivekseva@gmail.com
Regional Chair Dr. D.K.Sadana E-mail : sadana.dk@gmail.com

For more Information visit : www.iyrp.info

The UNGA resolution on IYRP is available here: https://undocs.org/en/A/76/L.36

Reference:

1. ATREE 2022 - Savannah Grassland Conservation in Maharashtra: For People, Climate,
& Biodiversity, Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment, Royal
Enclave, Srirampura, Jakkur, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560064.

2. Pandey 2019 - India lost 31% of grasslands in a decade, Down to Earth, September 2019

3. LIFE Network, LPPS, LPP and RLN. 2016. Kullu call for the recognition of the importance of
common pool resources (CPRs) and pastoralism for India’s livestock sector.
fes.org.in/studies/kullu-call.pdf
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