Regional IYRP Support Group - South Asia
Activity report from June 2022 to October 2022
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National consultation on Pastoralism and Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 was
held on 5-6 July, 2022 in Delhi involving civil society organisations and pastoral
community representatives from 11 states (Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Sikkim, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Telangana). It was organised by Centre for
Pastoralism with participation of IYRP supporting NGOs and volunteers.
Deliberations on various issues related to pastoralist communities, their access
to forest resources and facilitation of claims under FRA were made. The
recommendations are being submitted to the Tribal Ministry. Shri Parshottam
Rupala , Hon’ble Union Minister for Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries
presided over the concluding session. The outcome of the workshop includes *
Policy support to Pastoralists under National Livestock Mission” shown in
Annexure-1.

A webinar on * Awareness on IYRP 2026” was organised on 12th October 2022
with participation from many NGOs, volunteers, organisations across the region
and representatives from the Government of India. To move ahead, strategies
were worked along with the Indian Ministry of Animal Husbandry. Convergence
and cooperation with related line departments for supporting pastoral
communities in our country were requested. Minutes and action points are
shown in Annexure-2.

A workshop on launching of State Level Federation of Pastoralists groups in
Tamilnadu State has been organized on 29-10-2022. The program was
organized by Tholuvam Farmers Producers Group, Madurai. Commercial Tax
Minister of Tamilnadu State Mr. P.Moorthy and Dr. J.Kumar, Vice Chancellor,
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Madurai Kamaraj University and Mr. A.S. Sakthibalan, NABARD Bank Regional
Manager felicitated. Mr. Kabilan welcomed participants and Mr. Vivekanandan,
SEVA briefed about IYRP and also Forest Rights Act 2006 for claiming grazing
rights in forest area.
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Release of brochure on IYRP by Minister of Commercial Tax, Tamil State Government
on 29-10-2022

Brochure on IYRP in Tamil is shown in Annexure-3



Annexure-1

Assistance to pastoralists under schemes of
Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying,
Government of India

A. Assistance to pastoralists under National Livestock Mission (NLM)

Trainings, Capacity Building, Awareness generation, IEC activities:

The State may avail central assistance for providing trainings on scientific
livestock rearing to the pastoralists under Activity Il of Sub-mission on
Innovation and Extension of NLM.

Under this activity/component assistance is provided for IEC activities like
seminar, training and capacity Building, Livestock Farmers Groups/Breeder’s
Association, Organization of various promotional activities related to Animal
Husbandry, scheme promotion etc. at State, Central and Regional Level,
Operatonalization of Farmers Field Schools, Exposure Visit for Livestock
Extension Facilitators (LEF), Exposure Visit of farmer, Staff component of
livestock Extension, Demonstration Activities, Creating awareness through
social media and audio visual support, extension education and creation of
literature on livestock extension etc. The information can be disseminated
through various platforms such as audio-visual aids (TV and radio shows and
talks), social media, hoardings, panels, Kiosks, printed materials etc.

Funding pattern:

For conducting events of scheme promotion, dissemination of knowledge and
related activities for promoting animal husbandry at Block, District and State
Level, the assistance will be provided up to Rupees one lakh, two lakh and
three lakh for each Block, District and State for conducting of each event
depending on the availability of fund. The funding pattern will be 60: 40 for all
States except NER & Himalayan States, where it will be 90:10

For conducting events of scheme promotion, dissemination of knowledge and
related activities for promoting animal husbandry in the Regional and Central
Level, 100% assistance will be provided.

For training and capacity buildings 100% funding will be provided for carrying
out training for entrepreneurship, Poultry Management, Scientific Poultry
Production, scientific rearing of sheep goat and pig, Artificial Insemination
technology for sheep & goat and pig, feed and fodder development

For IEC activities funding will be provided to the State Animal Husbandry
Department for publication of posters, pamphlets, publications and audio-visual
media.



V. 100% Funding will be provided to the Central Government Agencies and
Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying for creating awareness on the
Schemes implemented by the Central Government and matters related to
creating awareness on Animal Husbandry Development.

The States having pastoralist population may develop extension activities suitable for
awareness generation in the pastoralist community and avail central assistance under
this activity.

2. Livestock Insurance

The State may avail central assistance for providing the benefit of Livestock
Insurance to the pastoralists under Activity Il of Sub-mission on Innovation and Extension
of NLM. It will help in minimizing the life risks of valuable animals of the pastoralists and
managing uncertainties by providing protection mechanisms against any eventual loss of
animal life. It will demonstrate the benefit of the insurance of livestock to them.

The indigenous / crossbred milch animals, pack animals (Horses, Donkey, Mules,
Camels, Ponies and Cattle/Buffalo Male), and other Livestock (Goat, Sheep, Pigs,
Rabbit, Yak and Mithun etc.) will be under the purview of this component.

Benefit of subsidy is restricted to 5 animals per beneficiary per household for all
animals except for sheep, goat, pig and rabbit, where the benefit will be restricted to 5
cattle units (1 cattle unit = 10 sheep/goat/pig/rabbit) or 50 sheep, goat, pig and rabbit.

Funding pattern:
Subsidy for insurance premium will be paid as per following:
NORMAL AREAS

Category Central Share State Share Beneficiary Share
BPL/SC/ST 40% 30% 30%
APL 25% 25% 50%

NORTH EAST REGION /HIMALAYAN STATES

Category Central Share State Share Beneficiary Share
BPL/SC/ST 50% 30% 20%
APL 35% 25% 40%

UNION TERRITORIES

Category Central Share State Share Beneficiary Share
BPL/SC/ST 80% NIL 20%
APL 60% NIL 40%




3. Innovation Activities

Under Activity | of Sub-mission on Innovation and Extension of NLM, there is provision
of incentivizing innovative projects and activities and to contribute to sustainable
livestock farming.

Assistance is provided to the ICAR, Central Institutes, State Government University
farms and other credible institutions involved in research in the sheep, goat, poultry,
pig and feed and fodder sector for research and development. Assistance can also be
provided for innovative activities for development of the sector and also technology
transfer.

The Start-ups will also be incentivized for problem solving in the sheep, goat, poultry,
pig, feed and fodder. The individual and other organizations intended for seeking
assistance for innovative projects need to get the project approved from the
concerned State Animal Husbandry and forwarded through the SLEC.

Funding pattern: 100% central assistance

Under this component innovative activities for betterment of livelihood of pastoralists
or their environment may be promoted and incentivized. States may forward proposal
in this regard.

4, NLM Entrepreneurship scheme

In this scheme 50% capital subsidy is provided for establishing fodder processing unit
or breeding farm of rural poultry, sheep/goat and pig.

This scheme may not directly benefit the pastoralists but fodder processing units can
be established by any Individuals/ Self Help Group (SHG)/Framers Producer
organizations (FPO)/Farmers Cooperatives (FCOs)/Joint Liability Groups (JLGs) and
Section 8 companies at strategic location near migratory routes and subsidized under
NLM EDP scheme. Processed fodder can be made available to pastoralists during
lean seasons like winter when there will be shortage of fodder in natural grazing lands.
The fodder processing units will get a ready market access and the pastoralists may
have access to nutritious feed source at lesser costs.

B. Assistance to pastoralists under Animal Husbandry
Infrastructure Development (AHIDF)

The AHIDF scheme provides 3% interest subventions for establishing the dairy
processing and value addition infrastructure, meat processing and value addition
infrastructure and Animal Feed Plant. The investments by individual entrepreneurs,
private companies, MSME, Farmers Producers Organizations (FPOs) and Section 8
companies are eligible for obtaining the benefit of the scheme.

Dairy and meat processing units established at a strategic location and incentivised
under AHIDF scheme can provide a ready market and higher price for their produce.
A FPO or cooperative can be formed with the members of pastoralist community for
managing the processing centre.



Assistance to pastoralists under Rashtriva Gokul Mission

Organization of farmer awareness programme:

For creation of awareness among the farmers, assistance is available under the
scheme and same may be made available to pastoralist by the States participating
under the scheme. The component include assistance for organization of farmers
training programme farmers training programme, fertility camps, publication of leaflets
and pamphlets, milk yield competitions, calf rallies, workshops and seminars,
development of audio video aids, wall paintings etc. All other extension activities
required for creation of farmer awareness programme is admissible under the scheme.
100% grant-in-aid is made available under the scheme.

Nationwide Artificial Insemination Programme (NAIP)

Pastoralist may also participate under Nationwide Al programme being implemented
in 604 districts with less than 50% Al coverage. Under the programme Al services are
made available free of cost at farmers doorstep.

Assistance to pastoralists under Livestock Health Scheme
Providing better health care through Mobile Veterinary Units (MVU)

In order to increase accessibility of veterinary services at farmer’s doorsteps, funds for
Mobile Veterinary Units (MVUS) is provided to the States/UTs. These MVUs will be
customized fabricated vehicles for veterinary healthcare with equipment for diagnosis,
treatment & minor surgery, audio visual aids and other basic requirements for
treatment of animals. The vehicle would preferably be a four-wheeler van with space
enough to accommodate required equipment for diagnosis (microscope, portable X-ray
machines, etc. wherever required), medicines, surgical equipment, sample collection
and animal handling paraphernalia, working space for 1 veterinarian, 1 para-
veterinarian and a driver-cum-attendant along with necessary equipment.

These Mobile Veterinary Units (MVUs) can be employed to provide prophylaxis and
basic healthcare facility to the pastoralist herds along the migratory route.

Assistance to States for Control of Animal Diseases (ASCAD) and Peste des
Petits Ruminants Eradication Programme (PPR-EP)

Central assistance for providing deworming and prophylaxis to Peste des Petits
Ruminants (PPR) and other infectious diseases can be obtained under ASCAD and
PPR-EP program of DAHD. Under the ASCAD scheme, paraprofessionals or
vaccinators amongst pastoralists can be trained to carry out basic preventive and first-
aid measures under the supervision and guidance of veterinarian.

Provision of Kisan Credit Cards to Pastoralists:

It has been decided that Banks will organize special camps in the country from 15th
September, 2022 to provide KCC to pastoralists, landless animal husbandry farmers
and fisherman/fish farmers. The District Administration, DFS and D/o AHD and D/o
Fisheries will handhold the campaign for maximum saturation.
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Minutes of Meeting of RISG_SA held on
12t October, 2022 [MoM-8]

P. Vivekanandan, Coordinator, RISG-SA, initiated the meeting by welcoming all the participants. He
stressed that India should lead the efforts in the SA region for implementation of IYRP activities
leading up to 2026. Dr. Sadana, RISG-SA Chairperson, gave an overview of IYRP’s journey and its goals
and shared the progress made at both global and regional levels. Omar Kayess shared that livestock
keepers in Bangladesh are mostly following semi extensive or stall feed system of feeding and
narrated the problems of shrinking fodder resources due to grazing lands losing to agriculture in
Bangladesh. In the absence of members from other countries, Vivekanandan updated the group on
Bhutan’s participation in getting letter of support and documenting entries for pastoralists’ awards
during 2020-21. Dr. Debalina Mitra updated the group on the schemes available under DAHD, Gol,
and also mentioned that the Dept. is yet to receive data on pastoralists from all the states in India.
The list of schemes (old and new) has been shared with the group.

Dr. Amaresh Chandra, Director highlighted that IGFRI as a leading research institute on rangelands
has already gathered and analysed significant volumes of data concerning grasslands and has
prepared Fodder Plans for 27 states in India. Dr. Manoj Mishra presented his findings on the pastoral
system - notably - out of 202 registered breeds of livestock, 75 breeds are maintained by the pastoral
system and how this cost-effective system benefits the natural food and textile production in India.
He stressed the need for recognizing and boosting the market access and policy parameters for
pastoral production system. Ramesh Bhatti shared his experiences of assisting Kutchi pastoralists in
securing grazing rights through the FRA.

Dr. Suresh Honnappagol shared his insights on the livestock health schemes and Kisan Credit Cards
in the country, how pastoralists have been accommodated in the MFAHD circular dated August 23,
2022 and recommended specific measures to strategically engage with Gol agencies including
creating a separate nodal point under State Animal husbandry Depts. to monitor the pastoral
schemes being planned. He suggested giving life to the suggested Bill on "Protection of Local Livestock
Breeds and Livestock Keepers Rights Act" which was accepted in principle by ICAR and it can be
pursued by newly created Ministry of FAHD for passing as Bill in the parliament.

Dr. Arjava Sharma enlightened the group on previous efforts undertaken to assist pastoral systems
at South Asian level. Dr. llse recommended the group to compile a global set of case studies which
also highlights the adverse impacts to the Protected Area Network on access to grazing resources.
Dr. Arun Dixit recommended the need for pushing Biodiversity Boards in bringing pastoral semens
into the ABS mechanisms; collating and mapping the strengths and concerns of regional and sub-
regional efforts and undertaking social-auditing of how forest and other developmental projects



displaced pastoral communities affecting their customary practices including their mobility. Dr.
Kamal Kishore pointed out the need to make the approach towards brining change from bottom-up
and including more pastoralists in discussions for finding their true requirements.

Dr. Purnendu Kavoori highlighted the nuances of the pastoral economy and cautioned against the
dangers of associating pastoral production systems with an ‘industrial system of production’.
Mahesh from SoH shared that most local livestock bodies in the Himalayas are pushing for
hybridisation of local breeds of sheep with the Merino - an exotic breed, and how this trend is
gradually increasing mortality rates amongst sheep herds as the hybrid breeds are not built for the
Himalayan environments.

Vivekanandan presented the form of engagement being envisioned with the MoFAHD and other
line departments (attached with other recommendations for Gol) and Ramesh Bhatti concluded the
meeting with a Vote of Thanks.

Action points for the group (recommended by speakers):

1. Collate comments and recommendations for adding on to the schemes for assistance under
DAHD

2. Members to reach out to and collaborate with IGFRI and respective State DAHDs to update
state-wise data on pastoralists and Fodder Plans —evidence to be used for backing our policy
recommendations in the long-run.

3. RISG-SA to actively undertake networking at South-Asian-level, government-level, CSO-level,
pastoralists-level to implement activities leading up to 2026.

4. Increase participation of members from all the SA countries to develop united programmes.

a. Map regional (SA) and national efforts on pastoralism for scaling our efforts.

b. Write to South Asia Pastoralist Foundation (SAPA) formed in 2015 during the regional
process of World Alliance of Mobile Indigenous Pastoralists (WAMIP) with the
support of FAO; SAARC verticals (headquartered in Nepal and Bangladesh) and
BIMSTEC etc., for exploring how these groups are doing and how pastoralism can be
brought into their agenda through IYRP.

5. Prepare a global set of case studies on the impacts of the Protected Area Networks (PANSs)
on pastoralism, particularly — access to grazing resources; this set of Case Studies can be
released in CoP27 scheduled for November 6-18, 2022.

6. Reach out to State Biodiversity Boards to recognize and include pastoral semens (being used
for artificial insemination) in the Access and Benefit Sharing mechanisms — incentivizing
pastoralists to preserve their breeds.

7. Undertake social auditing of not just protected areas but also solar parks and other energy
and development-oriented projects, primarily focusing on their impacts on pastoralists and
rangelands.

8. Reach out to Wasteland Authority and de-tag rangelands from the Wasteland Atlas — a
consultation meeting to be arranged.

9. Increase involvement of pastoralists and grassroot voices in the IYRP processes.
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Dr. Kamal Kishore, Coordinator, Rain-fed
Livestock Network (RLN)
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Dr. Manoj Mishra, Director, Sahjeevan
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Social Ecology (CenSE)
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Sansthan (LPPS), Rajasthan
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Social Concerns

Kishore Sheik Ahamed M.R., NABARD Project,
Tamil Nadu

Ramesh Bhatti, Programme Director, Center for
Pastoralism (CfP) and Sahjeevan

Mahesh, Shepherds of Himalayas (SoH)

Ameer Hamja, Founder, Van Guijjar Tribal Yuva
Sangathan

Tatsama Motilal, IYRP Volunteer

Afghanistan

Dr. Homayon Ludin, Sr. Nutrition Advisor, Management Science for Health

Bangladesh

Omar Kayess, Agrarian Officer, Community Development Association (CDA)




IYRP vevor
2026 ‘somisrs
Guii&&ev [fleuld LMHMILD HeML&S&TTTSH6T &TeuCHs g 6uor(h 2026
(International Year of Rangelands and Pastor alists 2026)

“CuilFgsr Hed wHPD HeoLseTriseT siaubss oyemm® 2026 mar flell&ELn
grmerd  Huurisss o 6mem  m&SHW  mrhissflar  GQuTgiFsmuuis  15.03.2022 g6
BeomGaunpiu’ L gl s Siurarsmg wuGsTalur Brh Warturfihss. @enE @nhwr
o 6TuL 60 HT(HI&EHL WHMID LeTsTT (H STkl Iyiie| Himesrd o 6ruL. 30060 GomulL
IIOLILSEST 9576 Iafléser.

aUETRIG T eueTi &S GHMISCHTaTSH6TLIY 20308 @EGH6T 2 0&leb QUMIENLIEMIL 6THS 6l ATEYILD
SME STSHSTG QUGS Galstor(HlD. HTllgsy L&, LEHELD @leer g @(m&s GalstT(HID 6T6TM (Lplg6y
sT(MSSLILL(H6T6TFl. @l&HMS FTHSLOMS Lo6voT6uull6oT 66T Sl le 2 NUSEHS Slmener 9S&MSs60,
SMHMIEFGPO UTHSTOL, Lguili LeTowd urgsriy, umablme urmurlleng FoO s (hlge0
GumeTm S LHISEHSHES 2 MIGmeTurs GCulFsn Hon urssTss @semer Holl urrbufiu
Weonuils STOHML AIATT&EGL S SSTTTSmer 56 Goismr(ld 6Term @.5T. 6oL
g pletergl. @amer GFLOLOSS 2 ewre] LHMI Geuermemrenn gewwling (Food and
Agriculture Organization) Geustor(HGam @R ONHS Si6TET ).

wbuflesr  Hleodurinfle sflurdurs Guilssed Homsdar ogTaig 46 s5aisn o6&
@miugTs @lemal sUGILIfIL @6 et s o8& eflaThiGEmg. sTeflain Guiissn Hlembiser
(PEOMWTS  UTHSTSSLLLTSSTL G  9flesE o aramméulmsdHng 2 ablsnidain
Em&sse 1w Giisw Hlowrearg 80 Game GLILESN sepssHarflear TSy SSnELw
o foTe] UTHSTUINGL I eTours aflamEGsng. Cuissan sessdlart o2 MusH GlEun
STOERMLL  OUTHLSMET SRISEHSEST MuSGIS OsTararmoe 2 MGSmIGD (L
L ESSEMTSHSTE &S EHSHS STHSS QIHSDTTSET.

REMMISSL 2505 HsHe sreamiuGid s, e @emaseamer  Golihg
SOLSSTTTHEHSE TATSTIL  UPBIGL  STORML&HT  @UUDmSWTsT  (penmudle
urrofssliuG&learmer. @sarTe SWSTLSSHNEG CHmaiuGid 2 amald (LT, @emmss,
wleoL) o ufl Qur@lsearms Grmwon, Gsme GuTaTmETD HmLSSH6TNE. HLg EHTllgsd 53
ggaisld UTQID, 74 §56i5D @mnFsd HaoLsalladmhe SHoLsHarnsrss g niubSnsg.
@\56tTeLpeILD LSS (EHEE LESlTaT &SSLTeT, UT5&ss58 Hlmnhs 2 ararseain Sl sHlarmsl.
QeueflETlien@ smommL  GQuT@LsSsT omudured g hhlustemaseilyn (3% GDP)
SemLsdngl. @& sl urroufly STEsTSHms 2msEal&E0 Nul&Es (H), Créarm LhgILL,



2 PaS0gTfln, WLILH ETeSEHSE CHmalupL  sramarsst Sl ssflalmhsl
CupiLGEng. Srruiyprisafly 70 s5aisn WESERSE UTTLUTL STOHEML AIETTLIL eLpsLD
Geusmev sUMILILILILD SlemL_&&l6aT MG

@rdurafey  ude] Gelwin L 202 STl @ermsaflo 75 @eTmiger
HeoLsamrissfiLd srerlin®dlermer. @rduraile 1.3 GCamy HenLSSTTTS6T &T6EmL&6m6T
urmofls g eu@mSleaTmeri. @lauissT 46 SSRGS STTHSMTS6T. SUIPEHT 19 GCHTLIT,
WTSEUT, &NIDLSS|ETLT, ausTefluT CUTETN FePSSHMSE SMTHSITHET HenL SSTITTSH6ETTS
o gremenTi. &LbF 60 ger(hisefled umrpoufin  CuoilFssd HsHOImES UNMBESLTS
QeusflGummid, srommL G EomL UTms @iy oy & CulFsea &eupssdler
Imueilsg aumh QasThmunsaTGn. @&FGEpalan &L Cuissa sepssHart SniseEnscs
o fi  uryufe  glemanyd, SHnemerwd LweaTUGSS UTPEG aumHSHDTTSHT. GLILIEFS6
gepssdleart unuit CumsssSms JSSfluHpn sHNESPNSHES 2500 amsulgn
B56ser  Geasflurien,sd  @eopiudlau,  Briflmaosamsr  urgsriudarn  (pséHu
UBRISTHNISDTTS6T. eueTSHalerer LrmsamsTall LoGsuaflysyster Ll siflusms SHrdHss
@mss&0aramern Hmsr (Carbon storage) gifleurs o srarere  gfleflus LFeLTs
Bepilssiu’herargl. Guiisssle GsrLitg FEUGD sTomamLgarTe GuiigFss Ko Llulleo
Blasleufiu gerelled siflun CalssiLbGEngl. sraba LTHNSMmS SenflliLeNE aI6TLE 6T DT
Cuiigssy Hleowd, SHeLsarriseafler urroufly Guiisss Wpeammwh goudiunrdng. Gugse
peomwiley TR aUTTLULSMNE WssGemmeurser srfllummGst GComaiuBSng. Guil&se
Bl @uumensuler o gellwme &wwrstar searemer 2 UITNS86 GamaTdngl. GLoiggedlsr
Gurg srommLs6T Hugdlsr G LGSulle 2 srar Lo LHMID o) STEITHRISEMET 2 660TLIST6)
STLH&S TouLTL SHES CLlEsn om 2 s5aiflngl. CLIFsa Pmm STLHML QAT
PUNmesHE 2 5hs 2 NUSH Imulurs @mULGCEHTH), Hmawunm sreblsma wrnuThsEHs S
@smL_ullew 2 MUSE) LLHMILD QIETHIGET MM 6T EFSHEGL Fflensemil 2 (HeuTsEEHnS).

sueTlomesr  GLol& &6y  [HevmigsT wHMId Bless Coildssw emm eped Sl &lerm
LeremngsT NS Osiidsmer 2 s  gemelh ahiSgHE OFmaudlyin, ey
FoUOSgain CuiiFsm Hlb whmid S ssryrsst sraGgss gam® 2026 (emeTIuTs
Qsweumid. GCuiFss (epuis sSrommL  aeTilUmS  auIILGHS oSl  Glummliimer
YsSOsemer Gama® om0, sTobmu Sesma i Gamar® aummuamil 6LlSS:60,
vl QuBESSSNEG aumSeTm usSGSmT suTalssn, Beds 2 6mTe 2 HUSH
(pomedL 2 (HUTEGSO GgrLiurear Gamsremns arihg allurshisafly CLILESM SeypssSlerT
umiE Gemsteur. @Es elaursnsafly GCuiiFsn seypssdearmsr allgpepmeflsenn GulEse
Hlevd HmID HlenLS6lsTifledlsar GlLmemLSEmET 6T (DS SIEMITLILITIT S61T.

Gogyitd eSlLTEIsEnHs):
Gaeurm, 45, 19.19.6110. masiT, NTTL 911G &), LGleMT—16. C&TeneGLE): 0452—-2380082
Qamepaud, 2 yeur 2 puswurert Hlmeusrin, N0.8, NABARD-MABIF,
Cousrmenaenio sevgurifl, L0 GIEMT—625104. GlFe : 9843406111, 9659665368
@emerorugerin : WWW.1yrp.info
Wetreargpaev 1 Vivekseva@gmail.com
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