Producer Name, Business if Applicable
Address line 1
City, State, Zip Code

Western SARE
207 Linfield Hall
Montana State University
Bozeman MT 59717
(406) 994-4785
To the Western SARE Review Committee,

I am providing this letter of collaboration and support for the Western SARE grant titled: Evaluating the Affective Power of Art to Increase Knowledge and Support for North American Grasslands and Grassland Peoples. Information about the producer, i.e. We are a grazing operation of XX years located YYY. In our business we are committed to your description here.

I support this research for several reasons. These have to do with the really troubling rangeland loss, undervaluation of the natural resources and wildlife in these ecosystems, misplaced policies that don’t fit or outright harm producers, and an overall lack of awareness about grasslands and rangelands. 

Also, I am in strong support of how this project proposes to use more than facts and figures to break into public awareness. I think we have a lot to learn about using visual arts and storytelling to inspire people to think about an ecosystem they may rarely notice. Whether we’re talking about the important roles grasslands and rangelands play in rural life, natural resource management, climate regulation, cultural landscapes, or wildlife protection, we really need to increase knowledge among the public and policy makers. Right now we’re playing second fiddle to a lot of other societal priorities, and collectively it’s a huge missed opportunity to fully protect and value grasslands and rangelands. I’m hopeful and confident this project will allow us to put attention-grabbing content in front of people on main street, public spaces, airports, and elsewhere. 
	
For this project, XXX ranch or entity will contribute as a farmer-rancher collaborator by…[pick and integrate from the following list]: 
· Helping to craft messages for public art and education materials
· Sourcing exhibit content from your own ranch(es) and from artistic folks you know with experience in grass and rangeland ecosystems
· Identifying exhibit partners in your community(ies) (City Halls, public libraries, schools, County government buildings, local aiports, other)
· Logistical support that you might be inclined to: coordinating with local print shops, communications among local partners, helping circulate press releases or communicating with local civil groups (Rotary, Kiwanis, teachers, elected officials, Chamber of Commerce, Visitor and Convention Bureaus, and so on)
· Communicating project activities to your local farm organizations such as the Farm Bureau, tribal partners, local farm associations, conservation partners, or other
· Helping find additional funding from any of these types of organizations you are connected to
· Serving on very periodic review teams to support core project efforts: funding committee, content review committee, content distribution committee, research and evaluation committee, website platform committee, other

As a producer and as someone who lives in a grassland/rangeland region, I think we need to inspire our communities to increase support for these habitats and communities. I believe this project can teach us how to most effectively harness art and artistic expression to do just that. 

For these reasons I look forward to this partnership in support for North American grass/rangelands and the producers who inhabit them.

Thank you for reviewing this proposal, 


______________________________________
Signed: Your name

