
To commemorate 30 years 
of collaboration on arid lands 
issues, the International Arid 
Lands Consortium (IALC) is 
hosting a three-day international 
conference on arid lands. A 
key goal of the conference is to 
underscore the value of the IALC 
mission: promoting peace through collaborative research 
and demonstration projects in the arid lands of the 
world. Keynote presentations and panel discussions will 
emphasize the broader value of collaborative-multinational 
research and problem-solving to address issues that 
confront the sustainable use and management of arid 
lands globally.
Registration: tinyurl.com/IALC-2021-Conference

Graduate students are encouraged 
to submit one Lightning Talk to share 
their creative contributions about 
some aspect of the themes of the 
conference: Water & Agriculture, 
Land & Natural Environment, 
or Forests & Fire. Lightning Talks of no more 
than three minutes are pre-recorded video 
presentations. Student submissions will be judged 
by an international panel who will select six talks 
to be featured during the conference.

Top prize:
Six finalist Lightning Talks will be presented during 
the IALC Virtual International Conference on 25 
May 2021. Finalists will include two students from 
an Israeli Institution of Higher Education, two 
students from a Jordanian Institution of Higher 
Education, and two students from a U.S. Institution 
of Higher Education. Finalists will be notified 
of selection by 14 May 2021 and be required 
to provide the video file to the conference 
organizers. Upon receipt of the video file, finalists 
will receive a $100 gift card and international 
recognition.
All graduate students who submit a Lightning 
Talk that meets the eligibility criteria will receive 
a digital certificate of participation. Submitted 
Lightning Talks may be featured on the IALC 
conference website.
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Lightning Talk Submissions 
Deadline: 30 April 2021

Lightning Talk Presentation Judging Criteria
	y Include three sections: (1) background and significance, (2) 

body, and (3) key results and/or conclusions
	y Background and significance of the research, development 

activity, and/or outreach issues/question(s) being addressed
	y Body includes clearly described methodology or activity
	y Key results and conclusions thoroughly explained to a non-

specialist audience
	y Clear, logical, concise presentation
	y Adequate time for each element of the presentation

Eligibility
	y Current graduate student from an eligible institution

	� Israeli Institution of Higher Learning
	� Jordanian Institution of Higher Learning
	� United States Institution of Higher Learning

	y Talk should focus on at least one of the three conference 
themes:

	� Water and Agriculture - The management of water 
for sustainable use in the agriculture, municipal and 
industrial sectors and by nature.

	� Land and Natural Environment - The management of 
land for sustainable use and conservation.

	� Forests and Fire - The management of forests for 
sustainable use and conservation.

	y Registered for the IALC International Conference 
(registration is free)

	y Author’s face must be visible in video
	y Presentation slides and talks should be in English. If 

presenters speak using another language, English subtitles 
are required

	y Available for questions and discussion on 25 May 2021 
during the networking session (if possible)

View Full Eligibility Criteria

Graduate Student Lightning Talks
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