Informing the Public about the Importance of Rangelands: A Public Outreach Resource 

Developed in collaboration by the Society for Range Management, the Western Rangelands Partnership (Rangelands West), and eXtension Rangelands

[bookmark: _GoBack]Resources such as course curriculum materials, Extension bulletins, fact sheets, videos, PowerPoint presentations, and posters – to name a few - are created each year by experts in the field of range science to teach general audiences about rangelands, their importance, and proper management.  More often than not these resources are developed for a specific purpose, for instance as a presentation for a single workshop, and never used again.  This is largely because there is currently no method to easily store the resources so they can be accessed and shared with other professionals.  Given the prevailing economic atmosphere, rangeland professionals are increasingly required to produce more with decreasing funding, creating a strong need for an increased level of cooperation and sharing.
 
The mission of the Society for Range Management states that the Society will promote professional development and continuing education for its members and the public, as well as the stewardship of the rangeland resources.  Additionally, the SRM Outreach and Communication Committee has been tasked with the responsibility to effectively communicate to the public facts about rangeland.  By developing an online repository that will provide centralized access to a compiled list of relevant public outreach resources, SRM will fulfill this unique part of its mission.  These resources would be made available to all members and non-members alike from the SRM homepage, eXtension Rangelands webpage, and Rangelands West.

In order to locate, identify, and categorize general rangelands material (resources) for the public, the Outreach and Communication Committee requests the Board’s consideration for financial support. Specifically, the Committee requests a portion of time from the SRM Director of Outreach and Leadership Development (Aleeta), not to exceed sixteen hours per month. Additionally, we request $2,000 as start-up funds to be used to develop a database of these resources and to create the linkages to the SRM and other key rangelands websites.  The intent is to also coordinate with Rangelands West and eXtension Rangelands on identifying other grants and supplementary funds to continue to develop and expand this project. 

The output of this project would be an openly accessible searchable database containing Public Outreach materials as outlined above.  In addition to advancing the mission of SRM and its strategic plan, these resources could be used by the Executive Director to provide educational and informational material to national and local decision makers.

