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Progress Report

1. In July we participated in the Rangelands West Focus Group meeting coordinated by Carla Casler with six participants. 
Questions:

1. What information about rangelands and their management do you need that is hard to find?

Information on toxic plants/weeds, secondary compounds; weed information does not provide specific information on how it affects animals/ herbicide information for weed control, sometimes the information is too much, overwhelming and hard to sort through/

Information on tropical forages;

Efficacy of herbicide control of range weeds/grazing management practices/multi-species grazing practices – need information that compares those practices for efficiency in controlling weed management in pastures and rangelands

2. What information about rangelands and their management do you need most often and where do you find it?  What would improve the process of finding this information?

Most websites are geared toward “best management” approaches that do not let the person make decisions based on changing conditions.  
Prescription approaches sometimes do not work – need information on how to make decisions based on an array of options.  
Looks up information first through books and manuals, then will look up information through specific websites. 
Establishment of forages – a good website example is the Australian Forages Website, search ability and how it presents information; plant identification, example, USGS Hawaii Plant Images website.  
Forage Analysis interpretation, up-to-date weather information – wish it was more straight forward.  
Specific information to help small acreage producers/ how to address their needs when their background and knowledge base is very limited.  
Starts with known sources and then expands to more targeted site searches and evaluates validity of information based on the source.  

3. What work-related decisions do you anticipate making that will require more of better information about rangeland management? 

Invasive plants, monitoring techniques, plant identification, low-stress animal handling. 
Weather and climate information – information is there but not necessarily usable, not in a readily usable format.  
Even Rangelands West can be overwhelming because of so many links – sometimes end up chasing rabbits down strange holes.
 Australian program provides a list of forages for your area given parameters that you specify.
Access to up-to-date weather/rainfall information would be helpful
Tie together precipitation, GIS, and forage production to help predict stocking rates and help management for drought.

4. When you search for rangeland information online, do you start with a site you know or do you use a search engine, like Google or Yahoo?

Try’s to make searches very specific; does not go past 3 pages and then restructures the search.  How do you decide which sites to look at? Considers the source: university sites, etc.

Try’s to make searches very specific, try’s to use key words that help him narrow his searches down.

5. What are your favorite online sources of information about rangelands and their management? Why are they your favorites?


Australian Tropical Forages Website; USGS website


Tropical forages website/CTAHR forages website/RangelandsWest website 
occasionally/Oregon State’s site/


University of Hawaii Websites because specific to Hawaii

A couple of sites that cover low stress animal handling/behave.net/livestock for landscapes/bud Williams –stockmanship/holistic management international – Alan Savory/ Quivera coalition/Kirk Godzia/Gerald Fries

 
Beef.org

6. Do you travel to a different location (e.g. extension Offices, libraries) to access online resources that require more resources (a faster connection, greater bandwidth, specially installed software, or databases not available over the internet) than your current internet service providers?

No all participants had good internet access
7. What is more important to you: (1) Summaries of journal articles and reports, (2) citations, or (3) full-text access, (4) extension publications, reports, fact sheets, (5) websites?
Rancher - articles can be long; likes the summaries to fist determine if the information wanted is there and then reads further if it is; likes extension publications because typically well summarized; likes the bibliography to follow up for more information; likes websites for finding the information – the first thing he would want to see come up is an extension publication because they are more concise. 

Professional - Likes to find first extension publications and links to full text publications (journal publications); summaries can be frustrating

Professional - UH access publications – usually goes to extension publications first and then follows up with journal publications when need more information.  

Professional- likes first summaries to help him narrow up his search for more information

2. Continued to be added content and links focused on rangeland topics specific to Hawaii.  Topic areas with added content include “Rangeland Issues in Hawaii”; “Hawaii Climate and Weather”; “Economics and Marketing Hawaii Range Products”; and “Range Education”.  The Hawaii Rangelands West website can be accessed at: http://rangelands.manoa.hawaii.edu/ .
Selected content and links added:

FAO Grasslands Species Profiles http://www.fao.org/ag/agp/agpc/doc/GBASE/mainmenu.htm 

Noxious plants of the Hawaiian Ranges (link with pdf copy of publication) http://www.hear.org/articles/npothr1954/ 
Pacific Islands Ecosystems at Risk (invasive plant species in American Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Guam, Niue, Palau, Samoa, and Tonga) 

http://www.hear.org/pier/index.html 

3. Currently working on a website focused on pasture and livestock management for Pacific Islands that will incorporate content from Hawaii Rangelands site; both sites will be linked; The Pacific Island pasture and livestock management site will contain educational modules, video of specific topics in pasture and livestock management, and content specific to the islands.   
4. Site Activity:
· March 2009 – February 2010: 4,953 total hits; average 413 hits/month
· Domains requesting information

· .com (commercial)**
· .net (networks)**
· .org (non-profit organizations)**
· .edu (USA education)**

· .de (Germany)**
· .nz (New Zealand)**
· .cz (Czech Republic)**
· .it (Italy)**

· .au (Australia)**

· .uk (United Kingdom)

· .ec (Ecuador)

· .fi (Finland)

· .jp (Japan)

· .pl (Poland)

· .gov (US Government)

· .ar (Argentina)

· .mx (Mexico)

· .br (Brazil)

· .sa (Saudi Arabia)

· .fr (France)

· .arpa (Arpanet)

· .sy (Syria)

· .gh (Ghana)

· .ca (Canada)
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