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Arizona State Report submitted separately

Colorado State Report

1.  Describe progress on your state website (or barriers).
The Colorado Rangelands site is a full-partner site with work shared by the CSU Libraries and the Department of Forest, Rangeland, and Watershed Stewardship which is part of the Warner College of Natural Resources at CSU. Work done by CSU librarian Allison Level included link checking and additional metadata work to  provide better access for patron use. The most heavily used pages are the rangeland science and tools for management. Both received direct usage as well as referrals from google.com. We worked on metadata that would be similar to search terms used by researchers and visitors to the site. Sonya LeFebre and Allison Level worked on providing new metadata about Colorado resources for the newly updated Rangelands West database and structure. This was time-consuming, but hopefully it will be profitable and lead to easier resource discovery for users of the Rangelands West database and website. The barriers include a shortage of time and people resources to work on expanding the Web site and create more content.


2.  Rangelands specialists – 
Information was requested, still waiting for a reply.


3.  Librarian – 

There is only one librarian working on the AgNIC Rangelands Project. As the natural resources librarian Allison Level is responsible for collection development, instruction, research, reference, and faculty liaison duties for the Warner College of Natural Resources, CSU Extension, the Natural Resources Ecology Lab (NREL), and related research units. Allison’s subjects include but are not limited to: fisheries biology, wildlife management, forestry, ecology, rangelands, hydrology, nature conservation, earth resources, geology, geography, human dimensions of natural resources, and conservation biology. 

One special project this year included Allison’s work with a three-person team who created a Weather and Climate Data Module for the Government in the 21st Century Program. This is a continuing education program to train reference and public services librarians and library workers in the use of government information. The Weather Team included Sylvia Ortiz from New Mexico State University and Meg Martin from the Wyoming State Law Library. For more information visit: http://webjunction.org/do/Navigation?category=19187
Submitted by Allison Level
Hawaii State Report

Progress Report

Over the past year the Hawaii Rangelands website has undergone several changes.  Most significantly, we have added content on rangeland topics specific to Hawaii.  Topic areas with added content include “Rangeland Issues in Hawaii”; “Hawaii Climate and Weather”; “Economics and Marketing Hawaii Range Products”; and “Range Education”.  The Hawaii Rangelands West website can be accessed at: http://rangelands.manoa.hawaii.edu/ .

Range Specialist Activities – Mark S. Thorne

A number of educational publications have been produced and added to the Hawaii Rangelands West website that are focused on providing land managers with technical knowledge and practical tools for management of Hawaii’s rangeland resources.  These publications cover an array of topics from basic range management principles like calculating stocking rate, foraging behavior of animals, grazing management planning, and weed control; to issues in rangeland economics including calculating grazing lease rates, cost of production for cow/calf operations, and marketing rangeland products.  Other topics areas include rangeland plants, livestock management, invasive weeds, and even a section on the history Rangelands and Ranching in Hawaii.  

The Hawaii Grazing and Livestock Management Academy, modeled after the successful programs in Wyoming, Colorado, and elsewhere, was started in 2007 beginning with the first course, Range and Pasture Management 101.  This beginning course has been taught five different times now to a total of more than 100 individuals including producers, state land management personnel, small landowners, and others.  There are discussions and interest in utilizing the educational program as course for professional development and continuing education requirement for Hawaii’s high school agricultural teachers.   

Librarian’s Report – Eileen Herring
Eileen is the liaison to the Botany Department and to the following departments in the College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources (CTAHR): Human Nutrition, Food and Animal Sciences; Molecular Biosciences and Biosystems Engineering; Natural Resources and Environmental Management; Plant and Environmental Protection Sciences; and, Tropical Plant and Soils Sciences. She is responsible for all aspects of library service to these departments including collection development, instruction, outreach, and specialized reference services. In Fall Semester, she teaches a graduate level credit course for CTAHR, “Information Research Skills” (syllabus available at http://www2.hawaii.edu/~eherring/InfoResSkills/syllabus.html). Subject areas covered by these departments include: agriculture, agronomy, animal science, aquaculture, biosystems engineering, botany, ecology, entomology, food science, forestry, horticulture, human nutrition, plant pathology, soil science, and water resources.

Eileen has updated subject guides available for botany (http://www.hawaii.edu/sciref/pacbotany.html) and ecology (http://www.hawaii.edu/sciref/ecolenv.html) both of which focus on resources of particular relevance to Hawaii and other Pacific islands. She also maintains the AgNIC Web site, Traditional Pacific Island Crops (http://libweb.hawaii.edu/libdept/scitech/agnic/). She recently created a blog, Eileen’s Library Stuff (http://eileenslibrarystuff.wordpress.com/), as an additional communication vehicle for UH Manoa faculty, staff, and students in her subject departments.

Idaho State Report
Rangelands are dynamic ecosystems where plants and animals are in constants states of remission, retrogression, recover, and revival.  The same could be said for the Idaho site of RangelandsWest.  The best news from the Idaho Team… is that we are again a “team.”  Karen Launchbaugh, range specialist, was joined this year by Rochelle Smith, a Reference Librarian with the UI Library who specializes in natural resource topics.  Rochelle and Karen have started an effort to digitize and post all the Idaho Natural Resource Experiment Station Bulletins.  WE hope to complete this effort in 2008.
This past year has been one of maintenance – we’ve kept the links up and have added a little meta-data.  We are riding on a few good efforts completed in 2006.  Check out our “Idaho Rangeland Types” on the Idaho page and take a virtual tour of Idaho Rangelands.  On our “What is Range?” page, linked form the Idaho Page, we have a searchable database of thousands of pictures of rangeland plants, animals and landscapes. We recently posted powepoint presentation that Idaho teachers can use in the classroom. Next, we need to clean house a little and revise a few sections. 
Of course the greatest challenge is not having or taking time to devote to our RangelandsWest site.  We hope that 2008 will allow us to expand our team and dedicate more efforts to our site. We will be joined by a new Rangelands Specialist and a Rangeland Outreach Coordinator in 2008.  It will be great to have a few more people in the University who care about getting the word out about Idaho Rangelands.

Kansas  State Report 

1.  Describe progress on your state website (or barriers).

The biggest barrier to work on the Kansas Rangelands web site is lack of time to do everything that needs to be accomplished.  Over the past year, we corrected article URLs that had changed and up-dated information listings.  We answered reference questions that came into the site and added new online resources related to range management in Kansas as they were discovered.  We have not had the time to input additional Kansas records into the regional rangelands database.

2.  Rangelands specialists -- 
Extension rangeland management activities in Kansas emphasize prescribed burning workshops, grassland water quality, and instruction at the Kansas Range Youth Camp and adult range management schools.  Other key topics addressed include brush and weed control, invasive species, and grazing management.  Existing extension publications, PowerPoint presentations, and websites are used to disseminate information.  Radio, TV, and e-Updates are also used by the extension specialist to communicate on timely topics.

3.  Librarians -- 

Mike Haddock serves as Chair of the K-State Libraries Sciences Department as well as providing reference and instruction as the subject librarian for animal sciences and industry, plant pathology, ag communications, and general agriculture.  This past year, Haddock became actively involved in a Kansas State University Targeted Excellence project titled “The K-State Digital Prairie Plant and Insect Collection: Elevating Biodiversity and Bioinformatics to the Next Level”.  Mike serves as one of four principal investigators on this four year, $800,000 project which is a collaborative effort between K-State Libraries, the KSU Division of Biology, and the K-State Dept. of Entomology to create a K-State Biodiversity Information System.

Haddock’s Kansas Wildflowers and Grasses web site underwent some very significant changes during the past few months.  In collaboration with librarian Yongli Zhou, (now at Colorado State), the entire site was redesigned so that the contents could be moved into a database environment.  A new “look” was created for the site utilizing MySQL and PHP, and forms were set-up to enter information into the database.  The site officially migrated from the old URL www.lib.ksu.edu/wildflower to www.kswildflower.org in November.  The new site currently contains 510 species and some 2400 photographs.
Nebraska State Report
I was advised to wait for the new Rangelands West site to go live. My colleague working on the technical website setup had some health issues. Nebraska’s site went live officially on Monday, October 22, 2008 at http://www.unl.edu/nerangelands/  There were links to 22 “Nebraska Rangeland Websites.” Initially, there was no link to Ask a Question – now there is. It currently goes directly to e-mail to me. Some changes in the links have been made, with some deleted, some added, but the number of links has remained constant. The Contents Links are not yet live and text for those is being developed. 

I have subject specialist/ liaison duties for Agricultural Leadership, Education and Communication; Animal Science; Biochemistry; Biological Systems Engineering; Veterinary and Biomedical Sciences; and the four Research and Extension Centers. At the University of Nebraska-Lincoln that involves collection development, instruction, reference, and liaison with departmental faculty. Due to budgetary constraints and inflation, the University Libraries are currently in the midst of a project, cooperating with departmental faculty, to identify 20% of our serials to be cut.

Jerry Volesky, Range and Forage Specialist, at the West Central Research and Extension Center in North Platte, contributed the photographs on our top page, and has agreed to assist with any range management questions that may be submitted.

According to information I inherited when this responsibility was passed to me, there were other faculty in Cooperative Extension identified to work with me. I am hopeful to have those names before arriving in Tucson for our conference.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to the group for agreeing to refund my registration monies last year. The passing of my mother prevented me from attending last March. I truly appreciate it and look forward to a productive, affable relationship for years to come.

Submitted by Dana W. R. Boden

Oregon State Report

Progress:  Very little over the last year.  My excuses are poor.  Being President of the Society for Range Management filled up what little time I had.  When that term ended I spent several months just trying to tread water.  Just as I was able to see the surface, I became the interim Executive Vice President for SRM while on a sabbatical from Oregon State University.  I would like to spend some of my sabbatical time in getting the Oregon site more populated and to get the relevant economic and social science resources into the RangelandsWest database.

According to Bonnie Avery, OSU Librarian, there have been very few requests for information from the website.

I have spent more time working on the SRM website to get content posted there and to make it more useful for our members.  We are in the process of moving our site to an external host and being able to offer more features to our members (subdomains, blogs, wikis, shopping carts, etc.).  SRM would like to become more of a partner with RangelandsWest in order to be able to seamlessly link here for technical content.

Submitted by John Tanaka

 Utah State Report
The Utah Rangelands Site is in the process of reorganization.  After last years meeting, we decided to organize our topical hierarchy in the same way the Rangelands West site was organized.  Also, we are working on changing our format to be somewhat more in line with other Extension websites at the University.  Until this is completed, the current Utah Rangelands Site will stay online and see no changes.

 The Utah Rangelands Team has been working hard this past year on completing a field guide for the Forbs of Utah. Roger (with others) is also preparing an update and revision of Rangeland Resources of Utah published in 1989, for digital publication on the Utah Rangelands site.

 Anne Hedrich is still interested in participating on the project but is now working in the new Merrill-Cazier Library on campus.  This is the main library at USU.  Whether or not she will have administrative support for participating in Rangelands West remains to be seen.

Submitted by Roger Banner
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