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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 2, 2018

Contact: Andrea Katsenes, 623-328-3272

Cox and The Trust for Public Land Launch 
National Cox Conserves Heroes Awards

[bookmark: _GoBack]PHOENIX – Cox Enterprises and the Trust for Public Land have opened the nomination process for the 10th Cox Conserves Heroes program. The program serves to honor environmental volunteers who create, preserve or enhance shared outdoor spaces in their local communities. The nomination deadline is July 31. 

Past Arizona honorees recognized by Cox include:

· Marilyn Hanson, Southern Arizona Buffelgrass Coordination Center
· Shawn Redfield, Arizona Trail Association
· Eric Sophiea, Climbing Association of Southern Arizona.  
· Ashley Camhi,  Arizona Sustainability Alliance.
· Dora Martinez, Flowers and Bullets Collective. 
· Greg Clark, Wild At Heart 
· Brad Lancaster, Desert Harvesters and Green Infrastructure Planning
· Melinda Gulick, the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy 

Celebrating its 10th year, the nomination process is open in eight select markets: Atlanta, Arizona, California, Florida, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Virginia and Washington. Once a winner from each market has been chosen, these winning individuals will be the candidates to win the national competition that the public will vote on in October. 

Beginning this year, Cox has evolved the program to increase the levels of support for the winners. Local winners in the above-listed markets will receive a $10,000 to donate to their nonprofit of choice, with an additional award of $50,000 to the national winner for their chosen nonprofit. 

**The public can nominate Arizona volunteers by filling out a brief online form on coxconservesheroes.com now through July 31. A panel of local and environmental leaders will select the winner in each market. The winners will then become candidates for the national title. National voting starts Oct. 1, and anyone can nominate at the local level or cast a ballot for their favorite finalist in the national competition. 

The winner of the national competition will be announced in late October. 

Nominees must meet the following eligibility criteria: 
· Their activity creates, protects and/or beautifies an outdoor community space.  
· Their activity is done on a volunteer basis and is not part of paid employment.
· Their activity inspires others to engage in community conservation.
In partnership with The Trust for Public Land, the Cox Conserves Heroes program has donated nearly $800,000 to environmental nonprofits over the past 11 years, and more than 200 volunteers have been honored.

To learn more about the program, please contact Keith Maley at The Trust for Public Land at 
415-800-5177 and Keith.Maley@tpl.org; or Joanna Coker at Cox Enterprises at 678-645-7318 and joanna.coker@coxinc.com. 

About Cox Enterprises
Cox Enterprises is a leading communications, media and automotive services company. With revenues exceeding $21 billion and approximately 60,000 employees, the company's major operating subsidiaries include Cox Communications (cable television distribution, high-speed internet access, telephone, home security and automation, commercial telecommunications and advertising solutions); Cox Automotive (automotive-related auctions, financial services, media and software solutions); and Cox Media Group (television and radio stations, digital media, newspapers and advertising sales rep firms). The company's major national brands include Autotrader, Kelley Blue Book and Manheim. Through Cox Automotive, the company's international operations stretch across Asia, Australia, Europe and Latin America. To learn more about Cox's commitment to people, sustainability and our communities, please visit www.CoxCSRReport.com. 

About The Trust for Public Land:
The Trust for Public Land creates parks and protects land for people, ensuring healthy, livable communities for generations to come. Millions of people live near a Trust for Public Land park, garden, or natural area, and millions more visit these sites every year. To support The Trust for Public Land and share why nature matters to you, visit www.tpl.org.
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