NSF Bridge to Doctorate Official Call for Nominations (Cohort 2018-2020)

Please be sure to read each page of this document thoroughly:
Page 1- NSF BD Description and qualifications
Page 2- Frequently Asked Questions and Info Session dates
Page 3- Nomination Cover Page

NSF BD Description and Qualifications:

[bookmark: _GoBack]The University of Arizona has been awarded the NSF Bridge to Doctorate Fellowship (NSF BD) which provides two years of fellowship ($32,000/y) and most of in-state tuition (some colleges may waive out-of-state portion) for US underrepresented minority students in STEM fields who are starting a graduate degree (graduate professional degrees such as medicine/nursing are not eligible for this grant). Twelve students will be selected to participate in this two year fellowship with the ultimate goal of the entire cohort successfully completing a PhD STEM program. 

If you have graduate students starting in your research group or in your department that meet the qualifications listed below this paragraph, please consider nominating them for this fellowship. It may very well be that you have qualifying students already assigned to a graduate assistantship, in that case you can consider upgrading the student to the fellowship and use the freed up assistantship money to support another student. This is also a great opportunity for students who are still being considered for admission. 

Required qualifications of NSF BD fellowship recipients:

1)	US Citizen/Permanent Resident
2)	First year graduate (MS or PhD) STEM student
3)	Underrepresented Minority (African American, Hispanic, Native American, Pacific Islander)
4)	Received their undergraduate degree from a Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation (LSAMP) University. These include: UA, ASU, UCs, CSUs, most New Mexico Universities and many others which the College of Engineering Graduate Education must verify. Click here for a map of participating institutions (**map is not exhaustive so ask if unsure).
5)	Intent to pursue a PhD
6)	Ample evidence that the student will succeed in graduate school

In addition we would like to see the graduate advisor participating in some of the cohort activities.

If all of the required qualifications are met, a faculty member may nominate a student or a student may self-nominate by submitting the following materials: nomination cover page (p.3 of this document), copy of college transcripts, a curriculum vitae, and a short (less than 1 page) recommendation letter from nominating faculty. Experience(s) in research or practice and/or authorship of papers or conference presentations should be outlined in the curriculum vitae if applicable.  

Please submit your nomination by Monday, July 30th, 2018 to GRED@engr.arizona.edu as one composite pdf file with nominating cover page on the front page followed by copy of transcripts, curriculum vitae and recommendation letter. The deadline is not absolute; however, we are trying to recruit 12 students as quickly as possible with consideration for nominations made by the deadline being prioritized for review and selection.



Frequently Asked Questions:

How long does the NSF BD grant last?
The NSF BD grant will begin with the fall 2018 semester and end August 31, 2020.

What is the NSF BD fellow’s commitment should they receive the grant?
NSF BD fellows must attend mandatory, bi-weekly meetings, maintain a satisfactory GPA, enroll in at least 9 units per fall and spring semester, stay on track to complete a master’s degree and enter into a PhD program, apply for at least one PhD fellowship, and conduct summer research.

Can an NSF BD fellow work while they receive the grant?
NSF BD fellows should not be employed while also receiving this fellowship. NSF BD fellows are encouraged to fully dedicate themselves to their research thus fostering a path towards the successful completion of a PhD program. 

Can an NSF BD fellow receive more than one fellowship at a time?
NSF BD fellows may not receive this fellowship in conjunction with other fellowships whereby tuition and a stipend are provided (such as the NSF GRFP). Other unique circumstances may arise which will be handled on a case by case basis with the involvement of the Graduate College and/or the Office of Financial Aid. 

Can the NSF BD fellowship be deferred?
No. The grant only lasts for a 2 year period of time so it is imperative that fellows join the cohort at the start of the fall 2018 semester.

When will a nominee know if they were selected?
Award notifications will be distributed during the third week of August.

Are women considered Underrepresented Minorities?
Although the National Science Foundation considers women and persons with disabilities as minorities, this NSF BD grant has an explicit focus on ethnic minorities: African American, Hispanic, Native American, and Pacific Islander.

What is considered STEM?
Although the National Science Foundation has expanded the STEM definition to include many social science fields, this NSF BD grant has an explicit focus on hard and physical sciences, technology, engineering, and mathematics fields. 

Can a student be nominated if they have already completed a master’s program?
No. A student must be a first-time graduate student (MS or PhD). 

Info Sessions will be held on the following dates in the University Of Arizona Old Engineering Building, Room 302:

Tuesday, 06/26 @ 1pm
Wednesday, 06/27 @ 11am
Monday, 07/02 @ 2pm
Thursday, 07/12 @ 2pm
Friday, 07/13 @ 1pm

NSF BD Nomination Cover Page (Cohort 2018-2020)

STUDENT INFORMATION

	Student’s Full Name:
	

	Student’s UA Student ID#:
	

	Student’s Email Address:
	

	Student’s Phone Number:
	

	Department Applying To:
	

	Program Applying To:
	


 
Confirm student is entering masters or PhD program by writing “yes”:  ________
Confirm student is a US citizen/permanent resident by writing “yes”:  ________

	Underrepresented Minority Identity†:
	


† Possible answers: African American, Hispanic (or Latino), Native American, or Pacific Islander

NOMINATING ADVISOR INFORMATION

	Name of Nominating Faculty Advisor:
	

	Department of Faculty Advisor:
	

	Phone Number of Faculty Advisor:
	

	Email of Faculty Advisor:
	



ACADEMIC INFORMATION

	Undergraduate Major:
	

	Undergraduate University:
	

	Undergraduate Cumulative GPA:
	



RESEARCH, LEADERSHIP, AND/OR OTHER RELEVANT EXPERIENCE

Research Experience (2 to 3 bullets highlighting experience)
· 
· 
· 
Leadership, Mentoring, Outreach, Service, or Interdisciplinary (2 to 3 bullets) 
· 
· 
· 
Products: Publications, Conference Presentations, etc. (2 to 3 bullets) 
· 
· 
· 
Other 
· 
· 
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