Invitation

Are you interested in a career in the fresh produce industry?  

If so, you are invited to apply for the PMA Foundation Career Pathways program.  

The Produce Marketing Association (PMA) is a trade organization representing companies from every segment of the global fresh produce and floral supply chain. The Career Pathways Program is designed to attract the best and brightest students to begin a career in the fresh produce industry.  Students in this program are paired with industry mentors, participate in customized education sessions, and are fully integrated into international, national and regional events. In the last two years, 4 students successfully participated in the program, had a lot of fun, and gained great insights and good networking through the program.

This year, being accepted into the Career Pathways Program means that you will attend the PMA Tech Knowledge event in Monterey, CA from May 3 – 5, 2017.  (If you are chosen, this may require working with your instructors to change Final Exam dates).  During this trade event, you will be paired with an industry mentor, participate in customized education sessions, and have numerous opportunities for networking to help you learn about career opportunities in the fresh produce industry.   Expenses are paid for by the PMA Foundation, including event registration, airfare, hotel, and meals.  Approximately 4-6 universities have been invited to send qualified students to this event.  The University of Arizona may send 4 students and 1 faculty member.

Eligibility:

Juniors (preferred) or seniors (undergraduate); not yet committed to a career in the produce industry; not currently working in or already had an internship in the industry; not the child of an industry leader; not yet have accepted a career job.

This program requires that you attend all program events, arrive promptly, and act with maturity, courtesy, and professionalism, and be outgoing and sociable.  

To apply:

If you are interested in participating in the PMA Career Pathways Program, you must take part in the selection procedure.  The selection process will be based on an interview and a written statement from each candidate.  Each student candidate will provide a resume and a statement [one paragraph] by email about why the PMA Career Pathways Program would be valuable to them based on their future professional goals.  Please take a look at the PMA and PMA Foundation websites to learn more about these organizations, as well as the attached fliers.

http://www.pma.com/
http://www.pmafoundation.com/career-pathways/

The application materials are due to Dr. Tollefson by Wednesday, February 15, 2017.
Applications will be reviewed by a committee of faculty members.  Up to eight applicants will be chosen to move on to be interviewed and then the final four students will be chosen from those.   Interviews will be held at the CEAC (Controlled Environment Agriculture Center, Roger Rd at Campbell Ave], or if out of Tucson, by Skype. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Interviews will be held Monday February 20th and Thursday February 23th.  Decisions will be made by Monday, February 27, 2017.

Therefore, if you remain interested in this invitation, please complete the following:
1.       Send me an email stacyl@email.arizona.edu indicating your interest;
2.       Include a resume and a 1-paragraph statement that describes your interest in the program and how it would support your professional goals;
3.       Indicate two, 15-minute time periods [one primary and an alternative time] on Monday February 20th or Thursday February 23th between 9:00am and 2:00pm that you could meet at the CEAC for an interview [if in Tucson]; or, meet by Skype for an interview [if in Yuma]. Please provide Skype address.
4.       Send information ASAP, but no later than Wednesday, February 15, 2017, 5pm. The time is short.  Appreciate your quick response.  You will then receive a confirmation of the time for your interview.
 
The selection process will find 4 outgoing students, with an interest and comfort level to participate and benefit from the PMA’s opportunity.
If you have questions, please email me.  I can also be contacted directly at 520-250-4156.
 
I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
Dr. Stacy Tollefson

