FALL 2016  –  University of Arizona

GEOG/EVS 462:  ENVIRONMENTAL LAW, GEOGRAPHY, AND SOCIETY

Mon. / Wed., 2:00 – 3:15 pm

Location TBD


Prof. Carl Bauer
School of Geography & Development
Environment & Natural Resources 2 Bldg, Room S-525
cjbauer@email.arizona.edu / (520) 621-1917


[bookmark: _GoBack]This course offers an overview of environmental law and policy in the United States, in historical and geographic context.  How have people in U.S. society used law to solve environmental problems over time?  We introduce the essential features of the U.S. legal system and the public policy process, as they affect the environment and natural resources.  We study key environmental laws, such as the National Environmental Policy Act, the Clean Air Act, and the Endangered Species Act, and we examine the political geography, court decisions, and policy issues that have shaped the implementation of those laws in practice, on the ground.  We study the evolution of electricity law and policy in relation to changing social and environmental priorities.  We look at hydropower dams as an especially critical case of water, energy, and environmental factors interacting in complicated ways.  These cross-cutting themes lead us to conclude the course by looking at international environmental problems of global warming and climate change.

The course is aimed at upper-level undergraduates and consists of two weekly lectures, readings, class discussion, and student presentations.  Prerequisites are being willing and able to read books and articles in the fields of law, history, geography, and other social sciences.  No previous knowledge of law is required.  There are two take-home essay exams.

Readings include:
Susan Buck, Understanding Environmental Administration and Law, 3rd ed. (2006)
Daniel Farber, Environmental Law in a Nutshell, 9th ed. (2014)
Thomas Hoban and Richard Brooks, Green Justice:  The Environment and the Courts, 2nd ed. (1996)
Holly Doremus and A. Dan Tarlock, Water War in the Klamath Basin (2008)


