


[bookmark: _GoBack]May 12-13
Tech Knowledge Education Programming

General Session: (Produce and Floral)
PART 1:  HOW COMPUTATIONAL CAPACITY HAS CHANGED THE SUPPLY CHAIN
PART 2:  PANEL ON TECHNOLOGY AND THE SUPPLY CHAIN FEATURING:  BRUCE TAYLOR, DENNIS DONAHUE, ROGER ROYSE – MODERATED BY BOB WHITAKER
9:55 am – 10:55am	Concurrent Break Out Sessions 1
													
Concurrent Session 1, option 1 – CURRENT TECHNOLOGY (Produce)

Today and beyond: The world of whole genome sequencing and molecular assisted breeding

The development and refinement of tools to sequence DNA and create chromosomal maps has been accelerated by dramatic improvements in computational speed and capacity.  These mutually supporting technologies have put us at the precipice of a quantum leap forward in areas such as public health, breeding genetically complex traits into fruits and vegetables and perhaps beginning to understand the complexities of gene expression and regulatory control.  Whole genome sequencing promises to be a transformative technology and the rapidly falling cost and increased speeds promise to make this a mainstream tool that will impact our industry in the near- and longer-term.  

The nexus of genomic sequencing and marker assisted breeding will reduce the development time of new fruit, vegetable and floral varieties that require fewer agricultural inputs, permit production on marginal lands and offer resistance to insects and other pests while providing improved nutrition, flavor and/or fragrance qualities on a consistent basis - on a global scale. Quicker development cycles for new varieties will provide companies with unique opportunities to better engage and more quickly respond to consumer needs and preferences.  

This session will explore whole genome sequencing and its application to public health and help you determine how it may impact your business and what you can do to leverage this technology to improve your food safety operations.  At the same time, we will examine the world of new variety development and the opportunities it will hold for the future of the produce and floral industries.

POTENTIAL Speakers/Experts: Bart Weimer (UC-Davis: 100K Genome Project) and/or Erik Brown, FDA
													
Concurrent Session 1, option 2 – FUTURE TECHNOLOGY (Produce & Floral)
FLAVOR & FRAGRANCE PERCEPTIONS:   

Improving the sensory experience of consumer interactions with fruits, vegetables and flowers has long been the Holy Grail for plant breeders and those in the produce and floral supply chain looking to increase consumption.  Current consumer and sensory testing procedures like preference or discrimination testing, rating sensation intensity, liking or "likelihood to buy," were generally developed half a century ago and often lack power to be actionable. Today, using cutting edge knowledge of sensory receptor physiology and function and improved knowledge of information processing in the brain, more efficient and powerful methods are being developed to help us better understand critical sensory perception factors that can fuel next generation product experiences for consumers.  This session will explore state of the art sensory research and how it applies to the future of fruit, vegetable and floral development.  

POTENTIAL Speakers/Experts:  MONELL

													
11:25am – 12:25pm	Concurrent Break Out Sessions 2 
													
Concurrent Session 2, option 1,  CURRENT TECHNOLOGY (Produce & Floral)
 
QUALITY PRESERVATION:  

Produce and floral products are often lost to spoilage and disease in transportation, storage, and distribution centers.  At the same time consumers have a “life expectancy” of those products when they are purchased that need to be met.    Today, there are many technologies available that claim to preserve the quality of produce and floral products.  

This session will explore technologies that are allowing us to better manage our products’ freshness and quality throughout the supply chain. 

POTENTIAL Speakers/Experts:   

										
Concurrent Session 2, option 2, FUTURE TECHNOLOGY  (Produce & Floral)

Production tools that will shape our future:
New innovations in open field, greenhouse and protective agriculture are emerging that will help producers manage production costs, provide more consistent yields and maximize the value of agricultural inputs.  Next generation sensing technology, mobile technology platforms, and emerging data gathering and analytics are poised to play important roles as the industry supply chain looks to increase yields, enhance environmentally compatible and business sustainable practices, and improve food safety. New efforts from companies not typically associated with produce and floral to gather all types of data from the farm to the consumer in order to permit more informed decision making is rapidly taking hold in our industry. This session will provide a glimpse at some of these efforts and the technologies they are employing to improve production efficiencies and shape future production strategies.

POTENTIAL Speakers/Experts:   

													
12:25 pm – 3:30pm	Lunch/Learning Lounge 
3:30 pm – 5:30 pm	Shark Tank – Four new and unique ideas in the beginning of commercialization will be presented to venture capitalists, industry leaders and the audience in order to gain critical feedback. (Informal setting, beer, wine, light food)
· 4 Technology Inventors
· Moderator:  Bob Whitaker/Roger Royse
· Judges Panel:
· 2 Venture Capitalists
· 2 Industry Futurists 
· Text Polling Software
Day 2

8:30 am – 9:30 am	Concurrent Break Out Sessions 3
													
Concurrent Session 3, option 1, CURRENT TECHNOLOGY  (Produce & Floral)

WHAT DOES 3D PRINTING MEAN FOR OUR INDUSTRY?  

3D printing is at the crossroads of manufacturing and cutting-edge 3D design. Although squeezing out food, layer by layer, from a 3D printer may not yet be particularly efficient—nor sound that tasty—companies are already testing how the technology can transform the produce industry.  This session will look at this rapidly emerging technology and explore how it will impact the produce and floral industries.  The day when 3D printers can be used to mock up new packaging concepts is already here so how long will it be before 3D printers transform delivery of products directly to consumers?  The day when the consumer simply “prints” their purchase may not be all that far away.  How might this impact the industry and are you ready to identify the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead?  

POTENTIAL Speakers/Experts:  
										
Concurrent Session 3, option 2,  FUTURE TECHNOLOGY (Produce & Floral)

ROBOTICS

Robotics are quickly improving and changing the face of the produce and floral industries – whether it is in farming or in the supply chain.  They are the key to greater productivity and lower farm costs including labor, seeds, herbicides and fertilizer. The industry has the potential to become far more resource-efficient and environmentally friendly given the prospects for greater automation.  Join us during this session to learn about the operation and application of robots and related computer and control systems in the supply chain.

POTENTIAL Speakers/Experts:   
													

9:30 am – 10:45 am	General Session: 

The Fight for Competitive Advantage in Omnichannel Fulfillment – 
(Produce & Floral)

Consumer demand for free, same day/next day delivery of online purchases has retailers and suppliers racing to expand their multi-channel fulfillment capabilities. This can provide significant advantages in managing inventory and reducing delivery times, but forces companies to face new operational challenges. Drawing on the latest research into multi-channel fulfillment and the expertise of retail fulfillment leaders, this session will help retailers and suppliers devise a multi-channel supply chain strategy for maximum competitive advantage.



