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VOLUNTEER Position Opening: Master Gardener for Organic Gardens 

Background:  This position will work for Opportunity International’s Technical High School in Diriomo, Nicaragua.  The high school is called, “Emprendedora”, which translates as the “Entrepreneurship” High School.  Emprendedora is a vocational high school that serves multiple purposes: First, it provides a Christian value-focused and entrepreneurial education for students from rural communities where there is little or no access to secondary education. Secondly, students receive both their high school degree as well as technical training in sustainable agriculture or sustainable tourism so that upon graduation students are prepared to: open their own microbusiness, go back to family farms and share best practices, obtain a good paying job in agriculture or tourism or go on to higher education.  And finally, without question, improved agricultural practices and sustainable tourism initiatives contribute to the integral development of their communities as students learn to use the community’s resources more responsibly which guarantees these resources for future generations.

Volunteer Job Description:  The Organic Garden Volunteer will work with the organic gardens, operated by Emprendedora High School.  The volunteer will offer critical support to the teachers, production staff and students to ensure that the school can maximize the educational and productivity potential of the school’s organic gardens. The garden volunteer acts as a resource for the students and teachers to obtain information pertaining to the garden. The work requires time spent prepping the soil for planting, researching and implementing organic methods, assisting with problem solving to improve quality of growing and harvesting, and keeping gardens maintained. The volunteer will assist in the planning of the garden, adapting garden design, composting and other inputs, assistance in training field staff and teachers and communicating consistently with the Program Manager and School Director. 

The Organic Garden Volunteer will:
· Keep daily logs of garden activity including dates of planting, harvesting, and any other garden notes that may be beneficial for future planning
· Work closely with classroom teachers to develop appropriate lessons that support the current stage of the garden. 
· Oversee and coordinate student’s hands-on experience in the garden (assisting in planting, tending, harvesting, packaging).
· Maintain the garden and communicate with Program Manager to secure all necessary supplies.
· Work with sales staff to develop sales strategy and planning for organic garden profitability, including new crops in light of customer demands.
· Develop all necessary aspects of a healthy and sustainable garden; work collaboratively with other Opportunity staff to identify and solve production, growing and harvest problems. 
· Assist in engaging parents in developing home gardens that address food security issues. 
· Assist with promotion of school through: social media, photos, videos, blogs, etc.
· Be responsible for ensuring safety and efficiency in the completion of garden projects.
· Assist in operating a cost-effective organic program with a focus on sustainability, training students, expanding customer base and revenue generation.
· Communicate consistently with staff operating marketing and sales of produce.

Job Responsibilities:
· Assist in facilitating garden education 2 times a week for a total of 4-6 hours
· Manage the school garden and assist in planning and preparing garden work activities, manage planting schedule, ensure availability of tools and other necessary materials
· Monitor, document and report on all activities and extent of student and teacher participation
· Consistent and quality care of chickens which includes cleaning, feeding, watering, and collecting eggs
· Ensure that seeds are saved after each harvest
· Develop training materials and provide “in service” training for other teachers and volunteers
· Develop and work with organic composting, worm farm and other organic techniques to reflect a comprehensive approach to organic gardening. 

Required Skills and Experience:
· Extensive knowledge and skills in maintaining a small-scale organic garden
· Knowledge and experience in propagation of local native species
· Creative solution-maker and innovator to address issues that may pop up
· Demonstrated ability to work with a diverse population including youth and adults
· Fluent in English and working knowledge of Spanish 
· Strong leadership skills to help guide development of garden business and class participation in the business
· Strong written skills to keep consistent logs and to assist with business plans
· Ability to work independently and be flexible
· Desire to help youth develop leadership and job skills and make a difference in their community
· Must be at least 20 years old to volunteer
· Ability to live in rural village, adapt to new culture/traditions and respect diverse cultures
· Fluency in Microsoft word and Excel Programs preferred

Volunteer Time Commitment:
· We are ideally seeking a volunteer who will make a 1- 2 year commitment to the Agricultural school and small businesses.  Long term volunteers receive an honorarium as well as housing is provided.  The placement is full time (40 hours/week).
· Short-term volunteer placements may be available and considered on a case-by-case basis as specific projects can be defined for short term periods.  Short term volunteers do not receive an honorarium. 

Job Benefits:
· Direct experience in small business development; aligning garden work with classroom teaching; experience with customers
· Experience in sustainable development; Involvement in innovative business solutions to alleviate poverty and address the needs of rural communities.
· Housing Provided (on the school/farm property)
· Bicycle Provided
· Honorarium provided to support living expenses for long term volunteers
· Opportunity can provide tax exempt credit and letter for any support you may raise to cover additional travel (airline ticket) or other living expenses for this commitment.
· This will be the Best Job You Ever LOVED!

Submit cover letter, references and resume to:  gsheehan@opportunity.org 
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