Data Study: Who applied for 2023-2024 CALS Scholarships?

Created by Camille Andersen, CALS Director of Student Initiative Analysis and Scholarship Administration — 6-14-2023

About CALS scholarships: Between January 1 and April 1, 2023, students applied to be considered for 2023-2024 (Fall
2023 and Spring 2023) CALS scholarships. Students submit one application to get their foot in the door for all CALS

scholarships, and then they are matched to each scholarship based on each scholarship’s criteria.
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Come to this doc for the data, stay for the student impact

CALS Scholarships Quick Stats

1,127 students applied
for 2023-2024 CALS

scholarships. This is 29
of our CALS student body.

Our outreach efforts pay off:
More students are applying
for CALS scholarships.

1,139 1,127

98% of available CALS
scholarship funds were
awarded last year. Average
across the university: 77%.

CALS awards over 51.1

% million in scholarships
every academic year.

........................................................................................... 8

Also increasing: Scholarship
applicants as a % of the
CALS student body.

over 90 cALs staff, faculty
and administrators from
across CALS participate in
the applicant review and
winner selection process.


mailto:camilleandersen@arizona.edu

Who made up our applicant pool? A look at demographics.

Scholarship applicants as a proportion of the entire CALS student body":

More AZ resident students More MAIN campus students
applied than NR. applied than DIST or ONLN.

SR Applied, 40% | Did Not Apply, 60% Ra /\°ried, 32% Did Not Apply, 68%

DIST 26% 74%

Non-Res 24%
ONLN 18% 82%

More Hispanic or Latinx, two or more races and American Indian or
Alaska Native students applied than other races or ethnicities.

Hispanic or Latinx Applied, 33% Did Not Apply, 67%
30% 70%
30% 70%
6% 74%
26% 74%
International 24% 76%
Asian 15% 85%
Not Reported 11% 89%

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 100%

American Indian or Alaska Native
Two or more races

White

N

Black or African American

More female students More sophomores and grad students
applied than male. applied than other academic levels.

Graduate Applied, 52% Did Not Apply, 48%

Applied, Did Not Apply,

Female

299 21% Sophomore 46% 54%
0 0

CALS Overall 29% 71%
Junior 25% 75%

Male Senior 24% 76%

First Year 15% 85%




Continued — Who made up our applicant pool?

Almost a third of our scholarship applicants
were incoming (new) students.

Returning Students, 69%

Key Takeaway:

About 14% of our scholarships require
financial need. Let’s encourage our
students to file a FAFSA (Free
Application for Federal Student Aid) if
they are eligible to do so. A FAFSA on
file helps us link the student up to as
many CALS scholarships as possible.
More info on the FAFSA is located here.

Kudos:

The number of incoming
First-Year applicants (24%)
is @ HUGE increase from
previous years. Thank you,
CALS Recruiting team,
Marketing and Branding
team and Agvisors plus for
such tireless outreach to
our incoming students!

Incoming FR, 24%

Incoming
GRAD,
2%

Just shy of 2/3 of our students meet the "financial
need" requirement for some of our scholarships.

No financial need. No

FAFSA filed, CALS
unable to determine
financial need. 26%

No financial need. FAFSA
Has financial need. Student filed a | filed, but did not meet the

FAFSA + meets the COA > EFC COA > EFC requirement.
requirement. 60% 14%


https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

Timeline and When Students Apply

Jan 1:

April 1: April to Mid to late Mid Aug:
Student Application mid- May: May: Fall portion
application closes Winners Students of §

opens

selected notified disburses

Almost a quarter of our students apply within the
final 24 hours before the deadline at 11:59pm on April 1.

Which majors saw the most applicants for CALS scholarships?

Reminder: A student submits one application to be considered for all CALS scholarships.

Data for Each Unit
Within each academic unit, what proportion of students applied for CALS scholarships?

AREC, 25%

Shared Major - UGRD Micro, 25%

HECL, 22%




Focus: Undergraduate Majors
Within each major, what proportion of students applied for CALS scholarships?

Environ & Water Resource Econ Applied, 63% Did Not Apply, 38%
Agricultural Tech Mgmt & Educ 51% 49%

Applied Biotechnology 50% 50%

Animal Sciences 47% 53%

Veterinary Science 41% 59%

Food Safety 38% 63%

Natural Resources 34% 66%
Sustainable Plant Systems 33% 67%

Fashion Industry Sci & Tech 31% 69%

No Major Selected Ag Life Sci 30% 70%
Plant Sciences 30% 70%

Biosystems Engineering 29% 71%
UGRD Overall 29% 71%

Microbiology 25% 75%

Environmental Sciences 25% 75%

Family Studies & Human Dev 24% 76%

Precision Nutrition & Wellness 22% 78%

Agricultural Systems Mgmnt 22% 78%
Agribusiness Economics & Mgmt 19% 81%

Nutritional Sciences (+ Pre major) 18% 82%

Biosystems Analytics & Technology 16% 84%

Retailing & Consumer Science 14% 86%

Nutrition and Food Systems 12% 88%

Personal & Family Financial Planning 11% 89%




Focus: Graduate Majors
Within each major, what proportion of students applied for CALS scholarships?

Family & Consumer Sciences Applied, 71% Did Not Apply, 29%
Applied Nutrition (PSM) 69% 31%
Nutritional Sciences

Animal and Comparative Biomedical Sciences

Water, Society & Policy
Microbiology

Plant Pathology

GRAD Overall

Agricultural & Resource Econ
Plant Science

Environmental Science
Natural Resources
Entomology & Insect Science

Biosystems Analytics & Technology

Biosystems Engineering

Agricultural Education
Soil, Water & Environ Sci

Arid Lands Resource Sciences

v

Current Outreach to students to encourage Ideas welcome!
applications: As you look through your unit’s major information
e Direct email from Camille Andersen to all above, let me know if you have any ideas on how
active CALS students on Scholarship we can increase our outreach efforts to your
Universe students. CAS can offer the macro-level outreach to
e “How to apply” quick info sent from all CALS students — How can | partner with you to
Camille to Agvisors, CAS and main contact help you further target your specific populations?
in each unit for forwarding on to students _Camille

e CALS website
e CALS student email bulletin
e CALS social media


mailto:camilleandersen@arizona.edu?subject=Feedback%20-%20How%20can%20Camille%20help%20you%20target%20your%20majors%20for%20scholarships?

Student Feedback on Our Application Process

After students submitted their CALS General Scholarship application, they were asked to
Participate in an optional experience survey. The response rate was 22%. n=248

On average, students On average, students took 98 73% already had a
took 66 minutes .
e minutes to complete the resume ready to go for
to write their personal their application.

entire application process
(personal statement, resume, o
matching questions). 15% utilized our

63% used the CALS Career Center to

“Writing Your Personal create a new resume
g 82% used the “How to Apply for

Statement” guide CALS Scholarshins” X i or update their existing
published by CAS. cholarships=master glide document.

published by CAS.

statement.

64% said their application process felt more SChOIarShlp Universe and

efficient this year than previous years. 31% Agvisor outreach were the biggest
were neutral. drivers in student applications. See below for
more info.

"What information sources helped prompt you to apply
for CALS scholarships? Select all that apply."

Count of how many students selected each answer.

147

Matched to CALS scholarships on Scholarship Universe

CALS academic advisors 100
| have applied in previous years, so | already know how to...

CALS website

00

()]
Yo)
0o

Other CALS staff (ex: Camille Andersen with scholarships)

(o)}
©

CALS student newsletters

~
o

CALS social media

©

Talked to other students

WI
I
IS

General internet search

N
~


https://arizona.box.com/s/dyk5i9hketq9feh8s2czqe0zschah5ht
https://arizona.box.com/s/cyenkvhv22sxuoj0xbu92abmsh4mqc7h

Development food for thought: When future scholarships are being

created, are the specs so detailed that it limits our applicant pool?

What proportion of our applicants met these common scholarship criteria?
95%

84%
60% 60%
38%

Are US citizens  Will be enrolled  Are planning on Have financial Are First- Are veterans
full-time working during the need Generation
academic year students

What proportion of our applicants would meet

these common GPA minium threshholds?
Example: 98% of our students would meet a 2.0 GPA requirement. 95% would meet a 2.5 requirement.

Above a 2.0, 98%
Above a 2.5, 95%

Above a 3.0, 85%
Above a 3.5, 62%

Drilled down to only undergrads: Drilled down to only grad students:
What proportion of our applicants What proportion of our applicants
would meet these common would meet these common
GPA minium threshholds? GPA minium threshholds?

Above 2.0:, 98% Above 2.0:, 100%
Above 2.5:, 94% Above 2.5:, 100%

Above 3.0:, 84% Above 3.0:, 97%
Above 3.5:, 59% Above 3.5, 87%




Come to this doc for the data, stay for the student impact.

CALS staff, faculty and administrators: Thank you. We are the white noise between our dual goals of upholding
our generous donors’ wishes and helping our students afford their education and jumpstart their careers. We
meet both of these goals, every year, on time, and with a fair and even review process. Your time and support
for this process is so valued, and | can’t thank you enough. -Camille Andersen

But enough about us...how about some more notes from our scholarship winners?

As a mom, a wife, a wildlife
professional and public servant, and
now a student again, time is so
important to me. Your generous
financial assistance will allow me to
focus more on my studies this coming
year as well as help cover expenses,
such as fees, associated with my

| am probably slightly older than a normal student, and have
young children and a full time job. | have found myself putting
in extra effort and long hours to meet my goals. | have always
considered myself a fighter and someone who has a strong
work ethic, so for me, after learning a little more of the
namesake of this scholarship, | am even more grateful that |
have been selected for it. The fact that someone has the faith
in me to select me for this type of award really helps

education. motivated me more.
| work as a caregiver for the elderly, so being free on | will be the first person in my family to graduate
multiple weekdays allows me to form closer from college and hold a 4-year degree. Not only
relationships with my clients and give them the is the scholarship money going towards my
attention and care they deserve. This scholarship will educational pursuits of becoming a Vet, but it is
cover all online course fees for the upcoming year, also helping me, on a more personal level, prove
meaning | can take the classes | need at a time that to myself and to my family that dreams can
works best for me, and successfully work more hours become a reality through hard work,

to save money for my education.

In the future, | hope to pursue a career

in social work specifically in the field of
childhood development and welfare. |
want to leave a mark on the world in

any way | can, and | believe that

enabling children to grow and flourish in
safe homes is a great way to do that.

Having a fair start to life is so important

for anyone’s success and giving that to
children defines my own success in a

way.

persistence, and passion.

My long-term goal is to make fashion more accessible to
people with disabilities. A middle school afternoon mall
excursion led to a fortuitous and pivotal moment when a
young girl entered the adjacent fitting room. Like me, she
was shopping for back-to-school clothes. But unlike me, she
wore braces on her legs. | could hear her crying. None of
the trendy jeans fit over her braces. | suddenly realized that
the ability to express yourself through fashion is not equally
accessible to all. As a Retailing and Consumer Science major
at the University of Arizona, one of my many goals and
aspirations is to make the retail experience more inclusive.



"Gender and Race/Ethnicity data: Aggregated data for comparison only. Arizona’s 2010 Proposition 107 amendment the
state constitution (Article 2, Section 36 restricts UArizona from making race, sex, color, ethnicity or national origin a
requirement for a scholarship. Specifically: "Section 36. A. This state shall not grant preferential treatment to or
discriminate against any individual or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity or national origin in the operation of
public employment, public education or public contracting."

i CALS major headcount data is from Fall 2022.


https://www.azleg.gov/constitution/
https://www.azleg.gov/constitution/?article=2
https://www.azleg.gov/viewDocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/const/2/36.htm

	CALS Scholarships Quick Stats
	Who made up our applicant pool? A look at demographics.0F
	Timeline and When Students Apply
	Which majors saw the most applicants for CALS scholarships?
	Student Feedback on Our Application Process
	Development food for thought: When future scholarships are being created, are the specs so detailed that it limits our applicant pool?
	Come to this doc for the data, stay for the student impact.

