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While public gardens are generally appreciated as visitor attractions, they are 
well suited to conduct science and develop accessible solutions to pressing 
21st century societal needs. University gardens in particular, exist at the 
intersection of research, education and outreach - offering opportunities to 
support institutional mission directly while also building bridges that connect 
science with practice, support plant conservation initiatives, and contribute 
to student success through experiential- and service-learning. This talk will 
present examples from the University of Arizona Campus Arboretum that 
demonstrate how integrative approaches in mission delivery benefit student 
success and contribute to environmental and human health. 

“The Value of Living Collections – 
Integrating Research, Education 
and Outreach to Benefit People, 

Plants and Place.”
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