The official launch of new FAO e-learning course on sustainable dryland management
Transforming Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems
March 29, 2023 
10:00–11:30 PM (CEST) 
Great progress has been made toward Sustainable Development Goals over the last decade, but poverty and food insecurity prevail. Ecosystems that provide natural services continue to be threatened and degraded. In particular, land-use changes in the world’s drylands are having significant environmental implications that extend well beyond their boundaries. Therefore, there is an urgent need to advocate for and promote transformational land management strategies in dryland systems. We must weigh up the potential co-benefits and trade-offs of different interventions and adapt our management accordingly, all whilst giving priority to traditional knowledge and gender equity. 
 
Capacity development and transfer of competencies is crucial if we are to transform the way practitioners and decision-makers manage their dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems and retain the benefits of different interventions. It facilitates the creation of a shared vision and helps make inclusive sustainable innovations, relevant to the local context.  
 
Session objectives 
 
This global technical webinar highlights the joint collaborative efforts between multidisciplinary partners* by launching a new e-learning course: Transforming Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems: An approach to sustaining and developing food production in drylands under change. The course was spearheaded by the Committee on Forestry Working Group on Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems (COFO WG) in close collaboration with Iran’s Ministry of Jihad Agriculture as part of its GEF-funded project on Sustainable Forest Management rehabilitation of forest landscapes and degraded land. Through five online lessons, it will develop dryland management capacities and inspire practitioners to champion transformational dryland forest management strategies. The course was designed and developed by the FAO e-learning Academy (https://elearning.fao.org/), which offers free and certified multilingual e-learning courses, as a global public good, for professionals working in food and nutrition security, social and economic development, and sustainable management of natural resources, with the overall goal of strengthening the capacity of member countries to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The session will also launch a call for applications for COFO WG’s first summer school, an additional capacity development opportunity, fully based on the e-learning course content. 
 
The objectives of this webinar are to:  
· Present the e-learning course: “Transforming Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems: An approach to sustaining and developing food production in drylands under change” 
· Share experience and lessons learned of dryland experts and partners on how to plan for and assess transformational change in dryland production systems taking the social, economic, and environmental sustainability pillars into consideration.  
· Launch the call for applications for COFO WG summer school 
 *  Partners:
The event will be interpreted in English, French, and Farisi
Programme 
Moderator: Fidaa F.Haddad – FAO Dryland Forestry officer 
 
	Time  
	Topic  
	Speaker 

	10:00–10:03 
	Setting the scene 
	Moderator 

	10:03–10:17  

	Opening remarks  
 
	Dr Abbasali Nobakht, Deputy Minister of Agriculture Jahad- Islamic Republic of Iran and Head of Natural Resources and Watershed Management Organization


	
	Launch the Dryland Summer School Initiative and its first call for applications  
	Anders Malmer – COFO WG Chairperson  
Igshaan  Samuels– Co-Chair IYRP 2026 
 

	10:17–10:20  
	   
Present the E-learning Course 
	What makes the new e-learning on transformational approach crucial: An overview of the new course on sustainable dryland management
  
Fidaa F. Haddad, Forestry Officer, Forestry Division, (FAO) 
 

	10:25–11:15 
	Transformative actions need soft skills: Gather partners from across the dryland globe towards concrete transformative solutions  
	Acquire the know-how knowledge, skills, and competencies:   Cristina Petracchi - Leader of the FAO eLearning Academy 
 
 
What did we learn through action research? Dr. Fiona Flintan -Senior Scientist-Rangelands and Pastoralism, ILRI (International Livestock Research Institute). The interim lead of the CGIAR Research Initiative on Livestock and Climate
Landscape champions to promote transformational changes:  Bora Masumbuko Senior Programme Officer -Forest and Grassland Team  
Centre for Conservation Action 
IUCN 
 
Shifting the paradigm: participatory forest and rangeland management for better production systems in the Islamic Republic of Iran.  Dr. Vahid Jafarian, General Director for Desert Affairs. Presentation by Mr Mohsen Abdolhoseini, Natural Resources and Watershed Management Organization


	11:15–11:22 
	Q&A   
	  Moderator 

	11:22–11:30  
	Closing Remarks 
	Contributing to the global commitment and pledges for SDGs and forest restoration. Dr. Malgorzata BuszkoBriggs - Senior Forestry Officer and Secretary of the Committee on Forestry (COFO) , FAO 


 
For further information, please contact Fidaa F. Haddad. 
